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i Towrist who voyages up the Rhine will
on’ his left hand, not many leagues from
eldorf, a vuin, like nil others on that fusci-
nating viver, picturesyuely placed und gracelully
dmpul witl vines il crecpers, The moou:looks
cwn upon it ‘with dn uic ‘of: sulemn sudness, and
the night-wind howls'a du -'o for dqun u.d )uulh
and bq.uuty i

. Notulways did dosol.zl.um feign within llxosc.
walls, I thecarly part of the sixteenth century
it was the abude of ‘une who, in thuse storny
times, won the epithet on whose possessors our
Divine Suvivur bestowed a double blessing.  John
L Duke of Cleves, suenamed *#I'he Lucifieator,”
had inherited this castle in right of his wile.
Che fair Marie of Juliers, Besg amd Lavens-
- burgh, brought to her husband not enly weaith
and licnoty, but 2 true wowan's heavt, loving and
iithful,—n masculine encrgy of suul, united to
feminine grace and delicacy, und lirmno'ss_uif
_purpose whicl wus perhaps neeessury Lo a mother,*
~when; the other purent was su much disposed to
_yield to those ubout him. Che Duchess had
lived  in retirement, occupying herself muinly
with the education of her three daughters. 1er
sons wero of course subjected to more warlike

tminiuv S o

. lu 1537, joy und saducss were mingled in the
cup of Murie of Cleves. She was culled on tu
“hestow her eldest daughter, the durling of hee
1 heart, on the Duke of Suxony. The-calm wis-
dum ol John Frederick-hud guined the respect
and esteewr of uil his contemporuries, and the
maternul heurt was filled with just pride that her
beloved Sybille’ was® selected by the noblest of -
tho German, Princes, to sharo his honors and
adorn his howe, This feeling was in the ascen-
-dang during tho short time that elapsed between
the betrothal: and -the bridal—Dbut when the eve
of: that. doy .arrived which was to mako the
~ youthful maiden a bride, and for the last time
o 06
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she repaived to her nother’s closet for the nightly
kiss und blessing, she found that pavent whom,
hitherto, she had noted as calin and sel-sustained
under all cireumstances, bathed in tears, Lhe
Duchess elusped in her arms the child so soon to
leave hew, and the full tide of feeling was poured

forth.  Sybill was surprised. Until this moment
she had never drewmed of the depths that ]uy'_

wucc.xlc(l umler that’ culluuul, proud “exterior,
No unkind \\uul. no lnun" Jest, T ever p.l;sul
thuse revered lips, but™ sympathy had been’
wanting,  Now unew page wus opened in that
wondrous book—u mother’s henrt—a new tie wus
forned between thase souls, vud though never
again might that graceful form lie confidingly on
the maternal bosom—a very child—though the
morrow wus to burst asunder many o link thag
had heretofore Lol them, both et that a
stronger band was woven, - Jencefurth  there
was less of purcntal and filiasl—more of sisterly
intercourse.

The morning rose bn"ht antl benutiful, und :

the thunder. of thy French and Austrian eannon
on the plains of Italy, disturbed not the marringe
ceremony which in the chupel of the okl eastle

was celebrated in o wore simple form than had .
ever hefore been usel on o similur occasion in -

that conseerated spot.  For Tuther had given to
the people the Word of Goil, and those who there
bowed, had learned to address their Creator with
but *one Mediator, the mun Christ Jesus,” The
farewells were over, awl more than ten yeurs
clapsed ere the Electeess of Saxony ngain stood
in her ancestral halls,  Then she cawe not by

the- permission only, but by the carnest desire of
her “lion-hearted” husband, to enter his solemn -

protest agatust the union, rumors of -which had

with the Toyal Blue Deard of Englund.” |
-;Doubtless the noble Sy bille was o less slrcmx-

reuched him, of his loving, gentle sister-in-law,. ..

ons ud\ocato lhnu the Llcctur would lm\o been, -




