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Ovighal  Contrilmtions,

BEARING ONE SNOTIER'S BURDENS,

Tha-burden that is well nigh overwhelming many
of-the Disoiples to-day is-tho thought that 8o little
has been done for the blessed Master, and tho
failure of the past hava struck such a dread of any-
thing being done in tho future, that many acknow-
ledge if anything is ever done it will be a miracle.
Ba of good oheor, frionds, all will bo woll in the
end. Miraclo or-no miracle, here is what we pro-
pose to put befors you, which many of tho good
brothren have.sndorsed, and if that is the kind of
& thiracle you think will bring succoss to the causo,
let us-hear from all who lovo to lighten the bue-
dens of those who are oppressed and cast down.
Now for the problem that is to work wonders. No
doubt you are all anxious to know what this prob.
lom is. It is one thing to know what it is, and
another thing after you have known, to act accord.
ingly. Tho problum is this: we.propose to all the
brethren to put into one common fund, say the
least from each member one dollar—thoso who have
recéived much, much will be required of them.
‘We havo now in tho Province of Nova Scotia two
ovangelists; in New Brunswick two. Those four
evangelists are almost stationary; they do not
sprend out ovor all the territory of the Disciples.
Andjin order to have two or more evanyelists.in the
field, we wish to put before you this new problem.
Brothron, it is not with the desire that we ghould
interfore with any.other.of the plans that have
boen so long in'vogue, Brothren,.it is our desire
to bring all the evangelists on an equality; by all
contiibuting to one cormmon fund, and all giving as
the Lord hus prospered us, we.would see wonderfn}
things done- in these Provinces, and each.evan-
golist- would foel more determined. to work, You
who havo not been made cequaintad with-the cir-
cumstances of one of our ovangelists who started
out into-the field with two thousand dollars, who
has: not ono dollar to-day of -that amount, who at
this time is only getting .£400 per year. Is this
right, that one should be burdened and another
eased. Brethron; if -we..want to keep those we
wants at. home, it is time we attended to .their
gract, .Who will be held responsible un the last
day- for. the lives of those.around.us if we neglect
to have the gospel preached to them? Not the
preachers, but you, and mo, for not sending
preachers to them. Paul's heart’s desire and
prayer to God for those of his brethren in the flesh
was, they might bosaved. Our heart’s desire and
prayer to God for those of our brethren in the fiesh
ahould be the same; and if we aro desirous of sec-
ing our brethren in the flesh saved, let. us not with-
hold the meaus that will suve them. Xlease. re-
momber that it is not the want of preachers that
is bindering the work, but the want of funds to
cerry on the work. Is it possible out of two
thousand Diaciples that wo can't raiso four thous-
and dollara. 1f we could raise four thousand
dollars, that would put five ovangelists in the field
at a salary of eight hundred dollars each. This is
what wo used to have in good times. Xet every
Disciple. corsidor this problem and see if it won't
work like a cherm. Certainly, somo will find fanlt,
we havo not the least doubt of it, but those who
would do 80 arc not the ones to propose some bet-
ter plan. Some more will say have we not the N,
B. and. N, .S. Mitsion Fund, and the Education
Fuod to contribute to. Yes, you have, but if all
would put their doller, or as much more as thoy
can- well afford to, into this one:common fund,
thero would be no.noed of the N. B. and N. S,
Fund. What wo want is to-have this'fund placed
in the hands of the membors of the Church, so that
the Church could.-send out the evangelist, and
have vvery. Church visited, and each Church have

her equal share of the evangolist's labors. Thore
never will be much work done it thia is not soon
attended to. Weak churches are not able to pay
pastors ; therefors it will bo the grandest thing for
all the weak churches to make up this fund, Lot
us hear from you as acon as possible, by letter, so
that we will bo ablo to put your thoughts before
the brethren in tho noxt CHRIsTIAN,

Yours, in Christian love,

W. J. MEesservey,

GENISIS OF THE CHURCH OF CURIST
AL NEW GLASGOW, 2. E. 1,

Tho Church of Christ at New Glaagow began to
worship about tho year 1830, In 1820, John
Btovenson, Sr. (afterward elder ),with his wifo and
family emigrated to this country from Scotland and
eottled at Now (Hasgow. Thoy were members of
the Scotch Baptist Church, The other early sct-
tlers were principally Presbyterians, Mr. Stoven-
son and his partner being the only Baptists. It is
supposed that Mr. Stevenson nover preached in his
native country, but as ho was about 40 years of
age it is quite probable he took an active partin
church mattera before coming here,

John appears to have beon quite pious osrly in
lifo a8 the following incident will show. 1t happen.
ed before ho was twenty years old, After he had
Jearned his trade—he was a silk weaver—ho went
to work somo distance fromn home. On his arrival
in the place whero he was to work, he went to a
lady who was in the habit of boarding persvns who
came there to work. She told John she would take
him, but would rather havea person who could con.
duct family worship at hor house. Johs, no doubt
pieased at this proposition, readily assented. and
while he remained with her, we are led to believe,
performed his duty faithfully.

More than a aozen yoars passed after Mr, Steven-
son's arrival on Prince Edward Istand before he
began publicly to preach. He erected his pulpit in
his own house, or during the summer months, when
the weather was warm and his audiences-larger,
ho removed it to the barn. In those geod old pio-
neer days there were no stately edifices, .with freaco-
ed walls and cushioned scats’in which to worship,
There was no fashionable choir nor fashionable mu-
sic; no fashionable musical instruments to tickle the
fancy. The pulpit consisted of a common flour
barrel with a board laid across tho top. Upon
this rude structure rested the good old Bible—
John's greatest earthly treasure. Duch opposition
was encountered, but DMr. Stevenson, strong in
faith, did not become discouraged. The good seed
was sown and many were brought to Christ. Soon
a meoting-house was constructed and a church
organized, John Stevenson, Sr., was appointed
elder, which important position he faithfully filled
until his death at the advanced ago of 84 years. Ho
might have lived many years more had- not his life
been cut short by a contagious discass. He retained
full possession of his mental faculties, and was
sarprisingly strong and robust when he was called
from time to oternity. About the time Elder John
begau to preach he became acquainted with the
writings of Campbell, and learned the way of the
Lord more perfectly, Being a member of the
Scotch Baptist Church, and having renounced all
human creeds as standards of Christian morality,
and resting on tho Bible alune, he was ready to fall
into line with tho Reformers. Elder John Steven-
son, Sr., has now been dead nearly thirty years, but
his work still remsins, The good seed ho sowed atill
bears fruit. Etcrnity alone will reveal the good
work ho has donoe.

When wo think of those primitive times and the
way tho gospel was preached under the groatest

disadvantages, our minds revert to the time when
our blesscd Redeomor wandered up and down the
hill country of Judea, proaching tho good mnews
that the kingdom of God was at hand, and. healing
all manner of discases. He erected His pulpit -by

the dusty highway, tho pebbly seashoye, or the

ragged mountain-aido. People listened to His

teachings and oboyed His voice. Oh for a return

of tho 2nod old times ! Haatono,
Now Glasgow, May 18, 1888,

WHAT DO YE MORE THAN OTHERS?

——

I have boen considering the words of the Mastor,
—What do yo moro than othern? Reading uver
the thoughts of different men, and -paying atten-
tion to.tho word preached, 1 have:been led to ask
what aro we doing more than others? Our eyes
can’t be closed to the fact, that the Christian world
is moving on, while thoss who profess to be ad-
hering strictly to Apostolic toaching are not mak-
ing a8 much headway as they should, Again I sm
here lod to ask: Aro there only those who profess
to bo Apustles to enter into the heavenly city ?
In looking at the inconsistoncies of Christians, 1
am led to believe that we ofton sce the mote
in our brother's eye, and forget the beam in
our own eye. Why such controversy over. non-
ossontials, which are only transitory? Why not
givo more heed to the things that aro to abide
forever 1 The beloved Paul in closing the twelfth.
chaptor of 1at Corinthians said, * Aad now abideth.
faith, hope, charity.” If wo have not charity for
one another, how can we have love,for our enemies
and thoso that curse us, and how pray for them
that despitefully use us and porseoute us,

We have before us (1 Cor. xii. 13) the three
things -that abidoth—f{aith, bope and charity, but
tho greatest is charity (or love).

Have wo love for one another? Do we go as
far with those as we ought who love tho Lord Jesus
Christ as much as we do; who show itby their
missionary spirit aud good works, but yet are
not in the light that we profuss to be
in? I say are wo heaping coals of fire
upon their heads? I think not. What do yo
more than others? I am afraid we are too often
liko the dog in the manger. We can go a.long
way with the denominations, and not compromise
the truth, while we hold aloof aund not mix with
them, very little can be expectod of us in winning
them to Christ. But by taking. an interest in
them, wo will be able to manifest the spirit of Christ
toward them shich was love. I am afraid we
often show too much hatred toward thosp who are
not of the same mind as ourselves, and think that
we aro the only ones that will be saved, sowe
will even go 80 far as to say that those who use the
organ aro in danger of eternal condemnation, If
that is the case who are those that will bs saved ?
Only those that don't use the organ ! indeed, will
they be 80 great that no man will be able tonumber
them. If thatis the case we necd not be afraild
that the world will come to a close in the yesr
1901. What do ye more than othera? Others are
moving on to the conquest of the world for Christ,
and giving their lives a living sacrifice to His cause,
while others are looking on and not making an
eflort to spread the true religion. Why don't you
como out of your iron chest and show yourself
Apostolic and not hide your light under a bushel.
You know what was doue with the man whko hid
His talent in the earth., I am afraid many will
come up at the last day and will bo consigned to
the same place. Why? Because you withheld of
your means, and the.churches had v resort to
somo other way of getting moans to carry on the
work of the Master. If you want to bo Apostolio

give as the Locd has prospered you and thers will be
no neéd of rasorting to other meaus to raise money
to build churches. Now who wants an Apostolic
church in thiz ¢ity? 1§ can’t be-those wko are
opposed to tho organ; we have no organ, yet we
receive nothing from .Jhose who profess to be
Apostolic in overything. What we have received
has boen from those who are called progressive-
ness; \What do'ye more than others ?

. W. J. MRrsSErVEY,
Halifax, N. 8., July 28th, 1888,




