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Woung Folhs' Depnriment,

Tho Trae Bo-Peep,

Abont tho yoar 1760 a gentleman in pam-
lug threugh o part of England famous for
its fino aheep, stopped onoe night at an fnn
where there was placod upon tho supper
table a roass of fine fat mutton. The talk
of the landlord turned frem tho mutton to
tho sheop acd tho great sheep ownsr of the
country ; and he amuscd his guesta with an
acsount of a greas quarrel betweon two
ndgbborlnsnftn\lomm. each of whem had
brought & sult agalo=* 4ho ether, one for the
msiming of his shoop, and t{:o other for
what hn called aalawiul selzure of apart ef
his flock, Tho affair, suld vae landlord, was
wlidaly krown and had excited censiderabls
fntorost, and been made the mb}:ut of many
jests, songs and riddles, the poin$ balng aa
to how a certain flock of sheop could have
lost thair tzils and getten them back en the
game day,

Tha story of ths affalr, asrelatod by the
landlord, was as follows :

Esch ol tho gentlsmen In question was
tho owner of hundreds of sheap, which fed
In largo flocks on the uninclessd downs or
commons. Th:z were all of a bresd, ro-
merkable for theirshort legs and bread, fut,
heavy talls, on whish the wool prew so long
aad thick that taey literally dragged en tho
grounad, They were divided into varisna
l;xge ﬁoclfu. oach of which ::d nmi:r tho
ohargs of a particular saep! who ap-

ointed others, ohlefly boys and gils, to

oad thom absut in smaller comp azd
watoh leat they should ges mixed up with
thozo of shelr nelghboce, The abephords of
the two shoop-owners wero very jealeus of
each othes, and thors wae betwesn thema

ood doal of quarrsling ani even al timea
gghﬂng. conoerning pesture, beundarise and
tho ownership ef tray akesp,

Oae day a simple young c3 girl, who
had abous forty shoop in her o 5%
down under askrdy hawthorn buah to watch
her flock and there unfartunataly foll asleep,
Somao of thoe animals, finding themoelves un-
checked, straysd ¢ff e a dletanps and troa-
paw;dt:gonthoﬁuﬂto&yoithaﬂvﬂﬂwh,
wharo the shopherd cruslly cut off their
tails and then drove them back to theirown

pastare,

Tho girl meanwhile kad awakened and In
sore dismay acarchad for her missing chargo,
which ahe &t length to her 3 joy u‘;ﬁ:!
coming toward her—bat 1 as she so0n
dlscovered, without thelr tails, Thsreupsn
hor lovor, a yoang <hsphard, weat In t
wrath with somo of his companiens bad
a fierce ba?lo with tha perpetrators of the
oatrage, whom they compelled $5 keep the
meimed animals and give up ins an
egaal aumber of thetr own flock,

Hecoo the Iawaaits and the bitter camlty
batween the twe nelghboring familics, own-
ers of the

W book, & St v Bt T
an e aunt ¢ h land, 1
was {mmediately struck wm‘gthos:!‘g‘.!hﬂty
of Incldent to the well-Enown tallad of *¢ Bo.-
Posp.” Indeed I cen hardly deubs that this
must havo bean ths erigln of the presty lit-
tle pastoral with whioh every child in the
land fs famlllsr and tho explenation of that

arling riddls asto how Bo-Poep's flock

ost their talls and found them The
ballad was first popalarly known about tks
tims thas the book inguastion was written—
ncarly ons hundred years ago—and was then
2ot & nuriery thymo uaed te amuro chlldren,
bat a fashionable song sung by ladies to the
muslo of 5 apinet, Ithas aince bean alterod
semewhat, bet was erigically, av we find
1a 8o old collestion of ¢* Songeand Ballads,”
az followa :

Litlle

Do alas, a2 alack?
Th3y bad 1afs thelr a0 bedicd them |

Thea abe slghod and
Mulu‘;‘m s L
And dnn::nm hat the hoard 1% a-blnating g

A Coroner After Paul Boyton.

Unloos Oapt. Paul Boyton filos affida-
vits a3 to tho truth of tty followlng yarn
wnent his recent doscens of the Sacra.
rienbo River, wo cannob consistently re-
coramend {4 to our readers s a superlor
artlolo of veractity for famlly use, He
deposes and states that as he passod An.
tiooh about dark one evoning ho observed
s boat belng rap!dly rowed from tho
shore. In rosponse to the OCaptain's
courteous hall tho oocupant gazed at tho
groad navigator with a disgusted oxpros-
elon and sald ;

¢ Well, 'mdorned. You're that rub-

a floavor,”
4¢ Well, I gucss I am,” sald the Oap-
taln,

¢¢ Ave, ch 7" sald the other, brighten-
Ing u%. I don't know but what you
coull be iegally considered ss such. Jush
grab thls line, pleaso, and leb mo tow you
ashore.”

¢ What for 7"

‘¢ Why I'll toll you,"” aald the man con-
fidentially. * Yon seo I'm the Coroner
hare, and buslnees is terrible bad—the
worst you ever seo. [ halp't 20t ob any
rthing for thres months. Can't pay ex-
onses. Now it you'd only stop over
ong enough for me to hold an inquest on
ou I'd make a stako and etand the

of. Just paddlo asbore, thats a
good"chnp. Won't keep you ton min.
utes.

¢ All right,” ssid the Captain, “*Oaly
don's lat any of the jary tickle my note
dn;!:g the inquest. If they do I'm
bound to an ”

0023,

¢t All right,” sald the Coronsr, “I'll
st on your herd wysolf,”

After the Inquest wos over tho oblized
official csralully slid him overbosrd and
shoved him off again with many thanks,
but the Oaptain sayz tho wozss of It was
ths$ the Ooronor telegraphed the dodge
to {ho ous ab tho naxt town bslow, and
hs to ths nsxs in order, and so0 on clsar
dswn to ths bay, the rosult belng that
the grcav voyager had to paddle liko a
steamboat to prevent belng lasmsoed snd

boz-sult fellow, ch 7 1 thought you Wew) gnce toloarning, The admirable civiiisa-

clgars ) this time man lived, s the historlen Sy-

hauoled zahore overy landing he passod.
He says that ono post mortem a weok is
aboat all his system oan stand.

The Dark Age.

Tho Dark Ages s a name ofton appliod
by hietoriana to tho Mlddle Agea, s torm
comprialng about 1,000 years, from the
{all of the Ryman Kwmpirein tho fifth
cantury to tho {nvention of printing in
the fifteenth, Tho perlod s called
*tdark” becauso of the gonorally depress-
od stato of Enropean soclety at this time,
the aubaervlensy of men's minds to priest.
ly domlnstion, snd the genoral indiffer-

tion that Romo had developed and foster-
cd waa swepb out of exlstenco by the bar-
barous invaders from Northern Europe,
ond there Is no doubt that the fiead halt
of the madleval era, ab least, from tho

car 600 to 1000, was ono of the most

ratal ard raoifianly epochs in history.
The principal charsctoristics of the mid.
dlo ages wero the fendal system and ths
papal power.

did nob wholly peziah, but it
betook itsalf t2 the secluslon of ths alols-
ters, Tho munasieries were the rezord of
many oarnest scholars, and there we.e
prepared the writings of historlans, msata-
physiclans, and theologlsua. Bt during

mords ssys* *‘enveoloped In a cowl.”
The atndy of natore was not only ignored
but barred, save only as 1t ministerad in
ths forms of alchomy and astrology to
ths ons csrdinal medieval virtne—crodu-
Hty. Sull the perlod eaw many great
characters and eventa irought with the
greatest importance to tho sdvancement
of the racs. Wo have not spaco to give
even a synopsls of this long perlod, bat
would advlie any one who deslres to get
s olosr and gomprohonsive viow of the
modioval era to read Hallam's ** Barops
Darlng tho Riddle Ages.”

'

There aro many cimlortablo peopls in
the world, but to call any man perfestly

happy isan insult.
)

Got Married to Rest Her Bones.

s Well, missus, I's agoin’ to loave you, "
sald Molly to hor mistress, who she had
lovod and grown fab with fora goud
many yeara.

¢ Qolng to loave me, Molly? Why,
whero sro you golog 1’

**0h, I's golng to get msrrled; I've
worked long enough, and I's golng to reat
my bonos.”

Ot oourao DIra, Jones c~uld make no
objection to this common and natural
foranle frality. So Molly wont, and
nothing was heard of her fora year or
two, whon sho csmoe back , poor and em-
aclated, having loat her husband, and all
tho rest of ills human natare Ie helr to
having fal]mon her. Mra. Jonea was
much surp to seo hor coming, and
satd to hor:

44Well, Molly, have you rested your
bonos §

¢¢ Qolly, missus I's rested my f’nw
“wnes, and dem's all the bones I've
rested,”

The Northermost Editor in the World.

The man who probably olaims this dis-
tinotlon 1a the printer and Esyalmaux

uot:! L. Moller, who zctilts th? lllunmb%l

sqalmanx psper. uagaglutis, pub-
lls& at Godthaab, a Dantsh colony on
tho wesd coast of Greonland 64© north
latitude. This enterprising journalist
jolned the expodition of Norbsnskiold
for the oxploration nf the futerlor of
Greenland In order to be able to supply
his pipor with {llustratod roports of the
jonrney. Nordenskiold glves s portrais
of Mollor In his rocently publishod work
on Grecnland, and tho faco looks remark-
sbly intelligent and good natorod. His
aketches, too, show conaldozsble taleamt,
bsing vivii and true to nature. The
Esquimaux editor is an interesting msa,

There s nothing 2o valuable, and yob
o cheap, aa clvility ; you can almost boy
land with is,

Brantford Celd Wator Rios Starch, nasa-
Ga.lled for Flno Lanndry Work,
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wpon the windows of the Rekah Socrdim



