
BOOKS AND NOTIONS. t,

ominiation a pure systemn as it does to
keep competition heal thly. lo be efictacius
A *ibimation mutembrat e ail the w% hole-
.I.e de.ilers. and must be Ield together b%

(lhe nu'.t rgliteus gooi faith atnug lts
mvmbers, and the nost scrupulous aldher.
enre of all to its artiles. 'he coibination
shoul, if posible, omprelend not only ail

holesale de~.dri.,, but also, where possible,
.ai1 cimmodities. In the case-i where it Ioes
noit iclude ail coimodities, frec play is
.dlowed for price.cittiing, and this tends to
looseii the intluence of combination where
i i. stipposed to ind. W1'here ail w holesale
t..idcrs are not included, the capricious
miethiods of those outside of :t are a constant
elptaltion to thoe within to resort to the

'.une tactics,cven if they are forbidden.

FAILURES IN CANADA AND
THE STATES.

hec followinîg dguire showing a comupari-
stn betwec the nuiber and aimount of
f.liurcs in Canada and the I'anited Statc,
for the first nine imonths of 1889 and during
the saine period of ISSS. are particularly in-
tercsting.

C\N.\l\
P'ro.ofAs-

No. of setsto Lia-
Failures. Asset> l.iabilities. bihties.

iS3. 1,274 $5,68:,552 $12,441,83 9 47
IS 9. 1,175 4,376,155 9,279.963 .7

D>ec. 99 S,::42,397 S 3,i(61,S76

!'NITEta ST.\TE.S.
lPro.ofAs-

No. oif setsto Lia-
Failures. Asscts. i.iabilitics. bilities.

1888. 7,330 $44,649,552 583,941,99: 54
18i9. 8,334 50,757.994 101,755,518 50

inc. 1,004 $6,10S,442 $17,.S3, 527

While we in Canada can show a decrease
fÇS pler cent. in numinber and 25 per cent. in

valuc oflosscs by failurcs. our neighbors have
lu ackiowlcdge an increase of 14 per cent.
n i.umner. with an addition tif 12 per cent.
.îwets and! a per cent. liabilities. We do
r.ti propose to ceal witli the causes of these
gzre.it differences and vill be content, so far
a. tomparisons with previous years are con-
.crned, to coigmtulatc ourseves and rejoice
that we are not as other countries. It doc
indeed look as though Canada wcre pabNing
out from under the commercial cloud with
nhilch she has been surrounded during the
l.at six or seven years. But there arc somle

Wotiher points wlicil arc wortlhy of special no-
1t r. *t. will be seen that in î888 tIe propor.
-on of the Amncrican assets to lier liabilities
"it 54 per cent., while uitrs was only 47 per
enti.. and even tii% vcarwlin we are naking

ich a progressive stride our proportion is
li 47 pcr cent.. while in tie States it is 5o

per cent. Froi tiis it ii evident that our
fadures are ofa wtrse type thtan tihose across
ihe border, and it is a lasting shamie to our

mininercial coniuniity that this should bethe

case. To brng the average down to so low
a tigure as 47 per ent. lion imany iust thet C
lie that yield almost nothing ? Tihat these
ligures d.ispîLav an incredlible aniotint of dis-
lionest% goe, nithout %aying, and until the
creditors mîiake up thicir miinds to nilict the
severest castigatioli in their pover 011
all wh]oin the deci as dishonest tors
ne cii -caricel\ hope for a inaterial
change for the hetter. lut there is even a
worsc phrase to consider in the tact, tiat
thougli our population is oIly onîe-tentlh of
the Aiercan population, our failures num-
ber one-ixtli of theirs. To e'.ry one the
cau'e must be C ident. Tlie s\ stemi of gi'
mîg long credits so needlestsly in %ogne in
Canada iSb kCeepmug back our country moie
than any ither y.mspoitical or cominci-
cial. li egenideis ignorant and useles
coipettuion and prevents thleby hie n.orths
dealers who should be tle backbne of the
country- from inaking the steady headvay
tliat thev should but reasonably expect'
WC iite co rcspondîent e on this .crs imlî
poilant questioin,

A REMARKABLE EVENT.

Last ycar the Christinas Number of the
:lontre. S.R i-realied a genuimle sensation.
not oniy in Canaida and the United States.
but througîhout Great lBritain and the conti-
nient. 'lhc Old Country people were lout1d in
thîeir praises of it and readily adiitted thiat
il surpassed thle Graphic and liluîstrated
I.onîdoi News and all similar publications.
Comnpetent judges say this year's Clristimas
ST.rR cclipses ail previous issues. No« a
spîecimîîenl copy has yet been shown, nor an
advertisenent of it publisled, yet dealers'
orders are pouring in, soi dealers ordering
as high as a thotisand copies each,wlile soie
of the nîewsmncn of the United States are en-
deavoring to secuîre the exclusive sale for that
country. It wtili be reciemlered that last year
Niontreal lealerb bouglht up a large part of
the entirc issuC of the Chîrisîtmtas Numibcr
of the ?îlonitreal ST.tn, and sold thcim
like hot cakes at an advance to a dollar
a copy. This shows the treiendous de-
mand for sutcl a first-dlass Christna'I
souvenir.

PRACTICAL PERFECTION IN
MUCILAGE BOTTLES.

Abotut a vear ago the sirzt air-tight, rubber
tipt mucilage bottle was put on the mnarkct
by the Nawaut Mantfacturng (omuîpanty, of
New' York. it met at once w.ith at large and
ready sale, and hias been a srccess omn the
start bn reason of ils many unique and de-
sirable qualhties. 'his cnterprisfng coi-

pany, not conitent witl the resultt if its past
efforts. lias tist produ ced a new'.' style which
is cIaimcd to be as nîcar perfection in muci.
lage boules as is possiblc for hurnan in-
genuity to altain. The rubbcr tip entirely
suipcrscdes the brusl or tIe sponge. To

open the bottle and prepare it for use it is
Onhl necessar. to stick a smnall knife blade
itto the til) at the index mark, cutting a
transverse slit as shown t Ile engraviig
'This Ulit îîîay be made large or smtall, accord-
ingtl the supply of iucilage the tiser de-
sires. This comerts it itnunediately into a
self-fecding brush, w hich is afterwtrd always
ready for use. 1 loiding the botle vertically
with the end of the rtbber tip or " spreader"

pressed gently against the surface to be
gunied, the slit opens and the mucilage is
fed out and spread in the usutal ianner. ly
inclining the bttle somiewiat, a large sur-
face nay be giiuied with equal facility. As
stiOn As the pressure is remmt' ed the clasticity
of the rubber tauses tht tip) to restime its
normal shape, closing the slit p1crfectly and
leaving the bottle scailed air.tightt utnder all
t onditions, and eflccttially preventing any

leiakage or e'a1poration. Thie curved shape
of the tip allows cvery partitle tif mucilage
that esrapes throug; the slii to be spread
uponl the surface to bc guimiied, ant effectu-
ally prevents mu fron accuiulating on the
tip of the bottle. Attention is called to this
feature, as il inîsures the art;icle bcing at ail
timcs perfectly tieat and clean, and renders
its lise a plastre. 'Fle case weith whichi hie
bntle nay bc retilled also momends it to

constant users. Il is tilleul w..ith extra strong
and quick drying mucilage of Ile hest quai.
ity. The Naman 31anufaturingCt'y made
a very creluable exhibit ast Uie lans Ex-
position iii year. and rccived fron tle jury
the ligliest credit for imucdage botles. Scv-
cral leadng lnuises ini Canada can testlfy to
the mcrits of the device and can supply the
tratde, amîong whoml are '1cs'r,. 31orton,
Phillips & Hlulimer, of MIontrcal, iai %cssrs.
Warwick & Sons, of thtis city.

"At mîy tinger's ends'-- One of Ester-
brook's dceliglitfiully easy writing pcns.


