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lîasty wva1k takzen SO()l a.fter, and one ot
these inquisitive people wviIl not rest tili lie
lias fitted upon an unlucky victiim one of
several acconodatiîîg stories lie lias on hand
to accouint for strange circunistances. And
liow tha,,t busybocly gloats over the iîevs
%len lie finds out w~ho that letter was froun,
and %vhiat it wvas about ; how lie glories in it
if oiie of bis zîice Jittie stories happens te
be sollevhaý't like the truth ! For a wvlile
lio tantalizes bis victini Nith, tlîe knowledgo
of the secret; tiring of that sport lie seils it
off to the highiest bidder at the next auction
sale of scandai ; thon w'ith renewvod zest and
freslîened fiaculties starts again, spider-like,
to weave new webs foir future c-aptives.

It miakes onîe shudder to contonîplate a
poor wretch pursued by one of tiiese scandai
mnongers; one could alinost believe in the
bodily existence of " avenging Furies,"
bloodtlîisty Erinnys iii modern garb.

Ini somne 'people unscrupulousness unites
wvitli inquisitiveness. In the vicinity of sucli
there is 11o keyhiole safe, no hiiding-, place
undiscoverable, 11o lock that cannot be tam-
pered w'ilth. They arc over-fund of investi-
,gating your possessions, of overlooking your
papers and books, of pceping into your desk
or~ private drawers; should they ever find
soniething strange or qucor, somne inexpli-
cable article or circunistance, they are ail
ali%,evitbi suppî-essed oagerness; ask out-of-
thie--%vay questions and scrutiuîize your face
while you ans"'er, note whether you change
color or disp]ay unoasiness, and imagine it
where you do not; very', oli s0 very conflrmn-
atory of wliat tlîey suspect! Then, after
exhausting surround ing sources of informa-
tion, go a1broad, coînplaiîî of the degeneracy
of the age, and gradualiy dropping froni
the -eneral to tlîe pai-ticular, throw ont
soi-ne stray lîiuts, and follo'v them, up with
a feiv indefinite interrogatives, till sonie de-
sired iteni is extracted ; by the tinie tlîey
have carried tlirougli several such scenes,
stories are afloat which, in the end reacli
you, the innocent origii of theni, and of
course are rcfuted ; then wlien found out
lîow tlîat inisehief-iaker fawns and cringes,
and declares that it w,-as quite unintentional!
-he nover ineant any liarnii, oh, nevei-1

But about the niost agatigof al
inquisitive people is the tinconsciously
cui ous friend ; hoe or she, wvhichever it is,
bothers you continually witli questions, un-

important, yet questions that take 50 niuch
tirne to answer. If ont with you. upon the
sti-cet, tliey must knowv the »naine of eveî-y
person you recognize, and you are fortunato
if they stop at the name; pedigree and oc-
cupation are sure to be asked foi-, if not a
history of your acquaintance; thon, " wly
did you do this?" when you know that if
tliey taxed their thinking. povers for hlf a
minute the reason wvould ho evident; they
gratify thîeir curiosity at your exponso, in-
stoad of their owvn. At flrst yon answet
calmly and îndifferently, invardly pitying
their stupidity; they ai-e acquaintances if
not intimate fuiends or relations, and must
ho tî-eated wvith po]iteness; patience gives
ont sooner or later, and you begin to
mnutter your replies iii a rather ungracions
style ; but they are as obtuse as a grind-
stone, and no more discern your vexation
than the same grindstone w'ould take notice
of tho steel that it wvas sharpening. Sup-
pose you are trying to solve some stubbo-n
problem, xvhen this friend brings you from
the depthis of caiculation by the query, "I1
would so înuch like to know why you wvear
that ring on your fourth instead of your
third fingcer ?"-" Because I want to," you
gî-cv.-<' But why do you wvant to ?" etc.
More questions followv, and you have to go
throughi a cateclîism that would gladden flic
heart of an inveterate tease; but it is so
innocently donc tlat you cannot ho rude;
hints are thrown away - as senselessly
attempt to storm a fortress wvith. bows and
arrows as attempt to pierco sucli an intel-
loctual hide with a hint. Yonr relieve your
over-burdened mind with a muttered invo-
cation to, patience or some other heathien
deity, thon meekly resign yourself,. till Fate
considei-s yon sufficiently chastised and your
tormentor ceases.

Curiosity in children is excessively trou-
blesome. So long as their questions are
about things whîich it wvill profit themn to
know, wo consider it a sort. of a duty to
make martyrs of ourselves foi- their boniefit,
but wlien tliey groiv inqusiitive, particularly
about one's own private affairs, why thon we
feel that thiat child oughit to be bî-oughit to,
realize the truth. of the adage, "Infants are
to be seen and not heard." A condensed
statoment of facts noveî- satisfles them; the
details, tho wvhys and wherefores, must ho
duly set forth, flot once only but several


