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The extrsordinary case of poisoning which has
occurred in Montreal, through the misadventure
of a man who purloined a bottle of wine of col-
chicum, supposing it to be sherry, and shared his
spoil among eleven companions and neighbours
inviting them to carouse with bim, presents fea-
* tures which must interest the medical msan.
Seven of the partakers of the plundered wine met
their death from drinking the poison, and the
other five only escaped the same fate narrowly.
A tragic interest has attached to the extraordi-
nary event, and no doubt many a temperance
Jecture will hereafter have its point touched by a
roference to this sad example of the danger which
attends upon a depraved appetite.

The medical interest, however, centres upon
the event just as upon other cases of poisoning.
It is well known that in larger doses than are
given medicinally colchicum is a powerfal poison.
Its effects, indeed, in large medicinal doses are due
to its acridity, vomiting and purging being pro-
duced by repetition. Of its great value in small
medicinal doses as an excitor of the excretory
organs, as the kidneys, ekin and liver, it is bare-
ly necescary to allude.

Though it is comparativaly rare to hear of
death from colchicum, yet the annals of medicine
tell of such fatalitica Two ounces of the wine
caused death in one of the cases related by Per-
¢ira, and in another three and a balf drachms in
divided doses proved fatal. In the Montreal
fatality one of the victims took four gills, an ex-
cessive quantity, and yet, strange to say, he lived
longer than. some who had drunk less. Others
are described s having drunk between two and
three gills, and Mra Dunn took the greater part
of a gill Tt thereforo appears that all of the de-
ceased partook of the wine in quantities consider-
ably above the cffectively poisonous dose, and
therefore it is not surprising that the well-direct-
ed efforts of the midical attendants should have
proved unavailing in restoring them. )

Tt may be expected thet the medical witnesses
to this traggic affair will give to the profession a
detailed mccount of the sywnptoms and mode of
death, An instalment of such contributions has,
indeed, already beon made by Dr. Dugdale, which
appears in this issue. °

The question was askod at the inquest why

the bottlo had not been labelled * peison,” and
in reply it was stated that it is not usual to mark
wholesale packages. In thia cese there was ap-
parently little need tc mask the medicine with
other than its proper label It was a bottle sup-
plied by Messrs Evans and Mercer for the Gene-
ral Hospital, but was left in mistake =% the shop
of a druggist, who retnrned it as he did not want
it, acd it wss while it was in fransilu to be re-
turned that it was stolen from the messenger's
sleigh. It is not customary to mark even more
poisonous substances than colchicom ; bat in the
case of wines and tinctures, which are apt to ex-
cite the cupidity of inebriates, this event suggests
that this class of medicines shonld be labelled
poisonous, in all packages with a view of deter-
ring persors from imbibing them on opportunity.

THE MONTREAL POISONING CASE

The Montreal journals and: other papers of the
secular press have given full accounts of the
dreadful case of poisoning by vinum colchici, with
proceedings at the inquest, ete. Though not in-
tended for publication (being burriedly written) | .,

of 2 letter from Dr. J. J. Dugdale to the editor,
detailing the symptoms and mode of death of the
victims of this extraordinary misadveuture. Dr.
Dugdale was called on, and attended ~srtain of
the cases together with other physi-iinx  In his
letter he recounts that,—* seven of the twelve
who drank of the culchicum died from the effecis
of the poison andfive haverecovered”—only one of
those who recovered partoo kfreely, and he was a
stalwart, muscular fellow, to which, as well as to
the frequent and large doses of m-bem.te of am-
monia with brandy, I think ha owes his life.
As consulting pLysician 1 suggested, and they
received ten grain doses of the ammonia witha
tablespoonful of brandy every hour.

“ When called in, six of them were almost
pu‘acleas, and they gradually sank until for some
hours—thres or four before death—there was no
pulse at the wrist; and the beart’s action was
barely distinguishable, yet their muscular power
was very alightly interfered with. The pupils
were natural; and they were able to talk dis-
tiretly and intelligently to the lsst moment.

¢ The only pain they complained of was a alight
burning sensation at the pit of the stomach, and
the distress of vomiting, which, with purging,
was almost incessent to the last.”

“In ench case death, which was gudden, I
would judge, resalted from spasm of the heart as
the patient raised himself to vomit.”

CORRESPONDENCE.
BLOODLESS OPERATIONS.

To rac Eprrow or TE Mepicar Trezs.

My Dear Sir,~In refevonce to Esmarch’s grand
idea of bloodless surgery, permit me to mention
that on a recent occasion, in presence of my class
and many visitors, I cut into the popliteal space,
in a case of aneurismal varix (treumatic of 19
years' standing, from Canada ; ) and made & cool,

deliberate, and successful nearch among enor-

we take the liberty of making use of the contents |,

w—
mously dilated arteries and veins for the original
point of communication between the main sriery
and vein. During the whole operation, which
was done according to Esmarch's plan and with
the aid also of Lister's aortic compressor, not a
drop of blood was seen, any mscre than if I hsd

been opeaating on the cadaver.
, Yours truly .
Dozarp MaciEaw
University of Michigan. 1.
Dec. 1, 1873,

MR. CALLENDER’S. OPERATIONS.
Mr George Callender, F.RS., one of the sur-

|geons to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, who has

succeeded to the charge of Sir James Paget's
wards in that ancient and noble institution, read &
paper making known his resulis of operations at
the last meeting of the British Medical Associa-
iton, London, August, 1873. In this paper he
gave a table showing the results of the treatment
of compound fracture and of amputations during
the last four and a half years, the whole, period of
his surgeoncy. The table is a very muhhb
one: it reads thus:

TOTALA, nxx'n. KEECOVEREKD, BEATAL CASRS.

Operations (ax-
cluding those
‘for hernia) 199 6 193
- - ?l:()vmo
Compound tomy
fractures 28 [} 28 Iﬁhmtomy.
Amp stthigh 14 0 14 & Syphii
n . l.g&b ') 14 6 hrypph&
R S g 6 Cystic
“ ¢forearm3 O 3 tamour.
33 [} 33

Thus it will be seen that there had been in
these wards during four and a balf years a death-
rate after all operations (exciuding harnia) of bat
three per cent., and that of the thirty-three cases
of amputation, including fourteen of the thigh
and fourteen of the leg, all have recovered. The
twenty-ei ght cases of compound fracture havelike-
wise all recovered ; and this explains the absence
of cases of primary amputation in the Hst. It
may be doubted whether the results of anysurgeon
in private practice ever exceeded thie; and hence
wome lectures which Br. Callender is now pub-
lishing in the journsl of the association (British
Medical Journal), explaining ail the details of
his treatment, are attracting grest attention.
They, however, contain little that iz new in
principle,—indeed, they do not profess to do po,
—but they are highly interesting, as showing
how important is the attention to small things,
snd how greatly results are influenced by the
most conscientious devotion to ‘details. Rest,
isolation, scrupulous eleanliness, antisoptic appli-
cations (without the exclusion of air), and a
minute and intelligent supecvision of everything
which can avoid septic poisoning of the wound
and improve the thient's condition,—theso are
the secrets of Mr. Callender’s success.' I should
say that Mr. Callender iz a man remarkable for
scrupulous exactness in word and act, he is as
conscientious in what he says as in what he does ;
and, besides the fact that all his cases are con-
trolled by public record in the bookn and papers

of the hospital, there is 00 one bere who hesitates



