
SEPTICEMIA AND THE CURETTE.

If without using the curette, we can remove the septic
matter from tie uterus without disturbing tic mucus covering,
and enable the uterus of itself to expel the coating, we shall
have taken a long step forward in the treatment of this class of
uterine cases,

The uterus, by reason of its congestion may be made to
perform a self-cleansing act by exciting the exudation of the
scrum of the blood into its cavity, thereby washiug itself oit,
and expelling all septic matter instead of absorbing it.

This process of exosmosis is induced by a properly coin-
bined alikaline solution at a temperature above 100° and a strict
.voidance of Bi-Chiloride, Carbolic Acid, Fornialdlehyde, or any
antiseptic of an acid reaction or astringent nature, which would
coagulate the fibrine and albumen of the blood.

The method of procedure is as follows :-
FIRST, The gente renjoval of whatever fragments are ly-

ing in the uterine cavity, by meanis of forceps, care being taken
not to tear froni the walls any adherent piece.

SECOND, The gentle flushing of the uterine cavity with
the alkaline solution (i 1o); the reservoir containing the fluid
being not more than two feet above the level of the hips.

If the flushing could be continuously administered for a
few hours (say two or thrce), the conditions would be more
speecl1y reduced to normal, but the discomfort of the position of
the patient (on a Douche pan) prevents this, and a flushing
once every two hours with one quart of solution is about the
limit of treatment.

For flushing the uterus, I use a small dilating uterine
douche, and as there is plenty of room for the escape of fluid
and fragments; there is no danger of fallopian colie or salping-
itis.

The first flushing is frequently followed by contractile pains
and expulsion .of any previously adherent pieces, together with
much of the mucus.
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