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PiTAL, ToRoNrro, JUNE 9TH, 1915,
ByTHE ITONOUR&BLE WILIM REN0IC RIDDELL, LL.D., Etc.,

Justice of the Suprenie Court of Ontario.
AM net sure why the Board of the Western Hospital have asked me
te deliver the Graduation Address to you, but shall flatter myseif by
urning that I arn credited with some knowledge of Medicine, Boe
>wledge of the world and its ways, and at least a modicum, of com-.
ia sens.

You are te, be congratulated upen the advanee in publie estimation
etofere miade and stili being made by your profession. Searcely hall
.ntury lias passeti since the nurse, as we understanti the. name, has
orn. an integral and necessary part of English-speaking communi-

i.The.hideous picture of the nursing trade--it could not lie dignileti
*profession-given by Dickens in Martin Ckuzzl.wit, in the. early

ias terrible as it is diagusting anti nauseating-Sairey Gamp andi
sy Prig, ignorant, drunken, slatternly, unkempt anti unreliabie--yet
re is ne doubt that the. picture, ^vile as it was, wa8 true to nature.
kens could and did sec hie as it was andi ceulti and id faithfully
rribe what he saw.
it is, ini great part, te that splendid woman andi efficient nurse,

ronce Nighitingale, that we ewe the profession as it new exists. But
te part, and that by ne means negligible, lias been played by the
amental revolution in the. m*eal conception ot diseaso itself,
Isrgely te the. microscope.
The elti physicians looked upon disease alniost as an entity te, b.
>feuglit with anti eonquered by the. proper Medicine; the. newer

)01 sees but an abnormal condition of the tissues anti ergans of the
y, due net seldom te Berne foreign animal or plant which lias madie
Pvay where it shoizit not. These physicians endeavour te assiat nature
hwew eut the. alien andi tbink ini most cases they de well i rnaking
keeping the patient as qualifled as possible in being himsit the,

2c ot bringing about a return et health.
VWith these the. nurse is essential;- with those rather a superfluity,

a hndane than otherwise. When a tisease was te b. subtinet
deo medicine, there a nurse was ef ne use; ah. was rather i

wqy than etherwise; but when the body is to b. helpeti te strengthen
f b a eoxfortable lied, fresh air, gooti water, apprepriate food, the,
y, is different.
And se the nurse is cemmng, if net quit. corne, te lier ewn-a con-
Mation de-voutly wished anti to lie -wihed.


