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So little, comparatively speaking, is generally known, as yet,
of the morbid conditions occurring in the pancreas that no
excuse seems necessary when 1ecoxdmtr cases observed.

Amongst recognized discases of the pancreas, apart from
m,ophsms nemorrlnge and inflammation are perhaps the most
important.

Hemorrhage into the pancreas is, on all hands, admitted to
be the cause of death in a series of cases, in soine of which the
end of life comes suddenly, almost instantly, whilst in others
the patient succumbs after an illness of, at longest. a few hours’
duration. A satisfactory mplmmtxon of the occurvence of
pancreatic hemorrhage, wnaccompanied by inflammation, has
not yet been blOll("]lt forward. Vascular changes have been
spoken of, but not proven ; aneurysm, whilst nnnumlly suggest-
ing itself, has not bheen shown to exist. TFatty changes in r the
frland itself and a nervous origin have also been surm'estcd

Pancreatitis may be primary or secondary, the Jatter variety
occurring in the course of pyemia when it is suppurative, or, as
the result of a new growth, careinoma most commonly,or caleulus.

Instances of primary pancreatitis are so rave, or, at any rate,
so infrequently rccognized during life and proven by posi-
mortem examination, Ehat the number of them throws but little
obstacle in the p‘lth of the student; on the other hand, the
paucity of reliable and complete records rerders aceuraie st,ufl)
and classification a matter of considerable difficulty.

The most exhaustive analysis of such cases that has yet been
brought before the medical profession is to be found in the
monograph on acutc_pancreatitis, by Dr. Fitz, of Harvard
Thaiversity, being the Middleton-Goldsmith lecture for 1889.

Dr. itz as a vesult of his invesligations, not only of all
reec:ded cases which he has been able to find, but of the
relatively Jarge number which he has been fortunate enough to
have seen, classifies those showi ing inflammation under the
heads: hemouhw:c pancreatitis, suppumtu\e pancreatitis, and
gangrenous pauctmutas Any one of these forms may be
.\ccompz\.med by fat necrosis, in which disseminated nodules of
necrosed fat, varying in size, ave to be found scattered through
the fasby deposits in the omentum, .sesentery, subpeuto:xeal
tissue, and around and within the pancreas itself.

Acute pancreatitis is to be described anatomically as consist-
ing in “Jegenerative changes in the parenchymatous cells. or
exudation in the interstitial t tissue, or both these fartors ™ (Fitz).



