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" As before mentioned it is generally recognized tlnt the vavma is'an |
aseptxc tract. On this account many obstet {yicians in various pmts of "
the world use simple sterile gauze for plugging the vagina before labour.
It h'lppens, however, -with such material that the tampon becomes i'oul
_in {welve hours, whllc w1th Jodoform or some other form of antlscptlc
E gauze the l‘nnpon may be ]eﬁ in one or two days (or more, in some.
' cases) without bccommw foul. . It'is generally conceded now ﬂnt antl-
‘partal douching is’ unncccss'u'y if not harmfu] - ‘ A
There are two or' t]u'ec other mq’rters of rast m~portance to W]nch
bnef reference wn]l be made. In doing- so it will be more convement
i'or me to speql\ in the: fivst person. In ‘the first"place T do not, thmk
K that the \'fmna ever, becomes ‘nor do I thmk hat it can e\'er lxe dee
sten]c by elthcr the surrmon ﬂ]c ﬂ'yn'eco]omst or thc obstetncmn. After
lahour, thourrh a number of organisms, nny bé flushed out :md forccd
out by the passatre of sterile (]1sclmr0es child and: ‘placenta,’sonie; of thcse
organisms’ remain., T{ lochial: d]scharvcs m-c‘ut'uned in the" vagma
‘for a few hours they. a]ways bccmm, foul throufrh the action® of’ thcse
"(let ns’ C’lll them) saprop]wt:c germs.. ’l‘hcn thcse organisms. mulhp]v
‘ w1th n'reat rapxdlt) -pass up mto the utcrus, and’ cause, decomposmon of
‘the b]ood blts of phcent.x or membr’mes. 4 \\'e ]mve then foul ]ochm ‘md
‘ constxtutxona] sy mptoms mdlmtmw sapriemia.’ . :
Loc'ﬂ trmtment together with the aduumstratlon of calome] and salme
' catharhcs wﬂl genera]]) cure in such cases., ‘Let the patient be anses-
¥ thctwcd Tntroduce the ‘gloved . hand. w1th1n the vagina and fingers -
mthm the uterus. . Scrape gent]s the. debrls from t}lL uterine wall, wash"
out tln. utu me cavity w:th a hot snlt solutlon p.lck the utenno cavity:
fairly, twht]y and the vq«rmnl \ault somc\\lmt ]oosely w11]1 5 per cent
3 lodoform 0'1u7e. . 'I‘lns gau/e may be. lcff; in .the, utcl us. for- twenty fo
t]urt3 hours, e it mﬂy be mtroduced o, day and remov cd at almost,
‘any time, the: next dw In mearly all ‘cases of pme s.nprzmnm ‘{his treat-
mcnt c'u' al’ rmt \\Jthm t]n'ce -or, pelhaps {our’ days; after labonr will
produce satxsf’xetory 1e<ults " This is pre lCth‘l“y 1)uln'=scn s method as
’ recommendod comeﬂuno ll]\e fifteen ears ago, and.is simply onec of the
' modxf’ catmns of m’cranfmme treatment which have hceu earried out for
" about  twenty-five years. - *“These meihods were, so successful that they
encoum%d surgeons .md obstetricians to cmp]ny very md)c,xl methods
ol intra-uterine treatment in cases of septlc.mma with most disastrous
rceullc Strong antisc ptlc snlutlom were injected into the uterine.
¥ ‘cavity, and cansed more or less necrosis of the tissues. Curettes shatp
and dull were used with most deadly. effect.  Fortunately. there has
been' a reaction during the last few years. With many who still helieve




