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the 'teck of lthe tligh bone, in Voutl and In old age.
Il vouth Ihe neck of lte tihigh boue stands off at an
obtuse angle, is longer and firmer titan in aged sub-
jects; while in advanced vears, the external dense por-
tion of Ihe bone appears atrophied, leaving a thin shell
inclosing the cancellous texture ; the neck. alho, ob-
tains a riglt angle, losing the obliquity which it formerly
presented ; and thi, condition may be partienlarly observed
in the fenale; possibly in sone degree dependent upon ihe
greater width of the pelvis. At iis period, also, tise.
structures become extremely brittile. Under suci circun-
stances it is more tian probable that the application of Ilie
sanie force 1 ihere allude Io will he attended with diflfrent
effects in these varions conditions. The blow upoi the
trochanter major tiat would at one period cause a transverse
fracture of the neci of ihe thigh Loue, would at another lime
break up lte superior portion of Ile shaft of the boue into
fragmenits.

Should Ihe action of the foïrc be le» direct, not exactly
parallel with the neck of the thigh boue, as in the injury just
alluded Io, its effect upon the superior portion of the shaft of
the femur may be more extensive-ithe neck of tlie tigh
boue acting as a wedge, mnay brea it up, separating one or
both of tIhe trochanters fron the siaft of the bone. Under
thes.' eircumstances, the numnerous muscles 'inserted into
the part may cease to have any effect upon lthe shaft of
tIe lemur. These fractures may iave occurred without
implicating tIhe capsular ligament of tIhe joint ; wlhile
in other cases titese structures may Iave participated in
the injurv which has been infdicted upon tle neck of lte
thîightbonte. Should the direction of lthe force assume a greater
angle witi lte neck of the thigh boue, whieh iay readily
ocecur in yomg people, when this structure obtains an ob-
tuse angle, sucht a force acting superiorly upon lthe tro-
chanttetr major, may cause a fracture of lthe neck of the
thigh bone witiin thIe capsular ligament. Such are Ihe
%arving influences whiici obtain in youth and old age.

Should the direction of lthe force be from above down-
Sards, instead of beingfron without inwards, as we have
ionted out ; tIse oblique position of the neck of the thigh
xrle renders it liable to receive lte vhole weighst of the
bod:y in an unfavorable direction ; lence its liability to

ae'ure; and tIhe right angle which thte bone assumes il old
e rentders the patient now liable, especially in lte

!e'male, Io tie production of tihis accident. Fracture of
e eck of lthe thight bone vili occasionally occur

Sith so little violence, Ita lte fibrous reflection of the
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