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tion, aud to a certain extent were
,.uccessful iii diffusing it; to a greater,
indeed, than they had ventureu to an-
ticipate. Thoughi many of the con-
verts, perhaps the majority, were
nominal only ini their profession of
the true faith, following externally the
exanîî>le of their chiefs, yet mnany of
titei gave satisfactory evidence that
they had received %Ithe grace of God
in truth."

Augustine applied to Gregory for
fardier assistance; additional mis-
sionaries wvcre sent-sonie of thei
persons of superior rank and talent,
who were appointed to the Itiglier
offices in the iewly-furmed church,
wlihile Augustine himself wvas made
the first Archibishiop of Canterbury.
flics was forîned that connection
between England and the church of
Rome, whicli, however bencficial it
inig lt have been at the tinie, involved
the nation in the increasing corrup-
tion of that, church in the foltowving
ages, until it was broken off at tlic
period of the Feformation, when the
abuses in die Englishi Church were
partially corrected.

Gregory ordered the idols to, be
destroy ed throughouv the ]and, and
the t-enmles to be converted into
churches for the ivorslîp of God ae-
cording to, the gospel. Augustine,
at the saine turne, froin au excessive
desire of uniformity, invited the
Welsh hishopb, who were indepen-
dent of Rome, to a conferemîce, in
wlhich lie urged theni to unite witlî
hirn, hotu iii ecclesiastical. order, and
in efforts to, evangelize the pagans.
The conference proving fruitless, an -
other was called, w hich w as attendcd
by seven British bishops, and niany
of their learnied mcmi, belonging to
flie fainous mîonastery of IBangor.
Thmis wvas followed by nio better suc-
cess, chiÎefly owing to the pride and
hat'ughtiness of Augustine, whiose au-
fhority the Britons refùsed to ac-
kniowlcdge. Asserting their liîertv,
aInd acting 1upon: if, the'y renîaiîed

distinct front the Roînislî comnnunity.
Many of them were, flot long after,
nmasacred by the heathiens of North-
umnberland during an invasion which
inany circumstances render it too
1probable was encouraged, if not sug-
gested, by Augustine and his Roniish
companions.

Gregory departed thîis life in the
year 604. He appears to have been
a man of sincere and active piety,
seeking higli attn-menth in religion,
and desirous of extending its bless-
ings; not fret from the fauits of his
age, among which a tendemcy to
eredulity and superstition is observ-
able; yet exempt from that carnality
and rapaciousness of spirit which dis-
tinguislied so miany of his successors
iii the Roniish see. Augustine dîed
soon after humi, in possession of the
sec of Canterbury. He and bis com-
panions sment to, have been aetuated
by a desire to promote the gospel of
Christ, though, on sonie occasions
tlîey nanifeSted very unchristian prin-
ciples and conduet. Yet they wvere
probahly free froin selfish and inter-
ested motives, and were unquestion-
ably the instruments of mcl spiritual
good to our native land. Ethelbert
also, and bis Queen Bertha, loving
the truth and living under its influ-
ence, ivere very earnest in diffusîing
iL throughi their domiuions.

Such is a sinail portion of the early
religious history of the Eng{ish na-
tion. It teaches us, anong other
lessons, the vast importance o.f mis-
sionary labours. What would our
country have been without thein ?
At whatever period, the gospel nni:st
have been carried thither fromu those
1-egions in whicli it had previoubly
beexi planted. That it wvas an early
period, there can be no doubt, who-
ever miay have been tîe lîonuured
inessenger entrusted with it. Ter-
tullian in the second century rejoices
that the gospel lîad subdiied the tribe,;

tmncnquredby the 1ù>mnans: and
whu-î eiliir lîad sunk. 111chl of its


