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EDITORIALS.

Oue of the strongly besetting
sins of Aylesford is a veckless dis-
regavd tor the sanctity of the
Lord’sDay. This ix notalone con-
fined to persons who acknowledye
no obligations to observe the laws
of Gou except those which are im-
posed upon them by the civil law,
but isx evinced ax well by a large
nmmber of those whose positions
in the home and in the chuceh of
Christ place upon them rexpousi-
bilities of an especial character.
We have somewhere read a state-
ment to the effect that the civiliza-
tion of a people is measmred by its
Sabbath observance. If this be
tirne, some of our Christian com-
munities must be drifting with
alarming rapidity toward barbar-
ism. However this may be, itis
certainly a fact that the use which
a people make of the Lord’s Day
affords an uuerring index to their
true spivitual condition. Where
thete is ncareful conformity to the
Sabbath day, itis safe to affiem
astrong and healthy spiritual life;
while that person or people who
have loavned to waste its sacved
hours in drowsy idleness or in the
dissipating plensurves of popular
amvsement are on the high road
ta spivitual death as certain as it
ixtervible,

There issuch a wide difference
of opinion st the present  tiine ax
to what things are allowable ov
desirable employment  for  the
Lord's Day.and the conditions sur-
rounding the life Loth of the in-
dividual and of the community
arve so vieried, that it is not easy to
Tay down definite rules for the
guidance of Sunday conduct, In-
deed such an attempt ix not our
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purpose nor would it be in necord-
ance with the Christ-method. Let
us vather divect our attention to
the purpose for which the duy wus
instituted, Chvist once said, “The
Subbath was made for man wud
not man for the Sabbath,” by
avhich we must understand man in
the highest seuse, not in the lowest;
man as & spiritunl creation in the
Creator's imnge, not as » merve an-
imal. As such then the Sabbath iy
designed to miuixter to Lis highest
good, which surely means some-
thing more thau mere rest from
physical lnbor and  indulgence in
such diversions as  walking, dviv-
ing, bicyeling and visiting friends
and neighbors. Especially are these
things condemunble when their
pursuit teans turniag the back up-
on the Lowd’'s house, The test in
this as in all matters for him who
wouitld be Christlike ix, “\What
would the Master do if in my civ-
camstances?” It wax His custom to
attend the synagogue worship on
the Sabbath day, and when uot
thete He was winistering to the
need of others. When we cean
glorify God and help others by a
Sunduy visit, walk, rvide, or spin
on a bieyele, then and then only
will such become o vight use and
not an abuse ot God's holy day.

The formation of o Good Roads
Asxocintion is veported from New
Bruuswick. This ought to bea
timely suggestion for Nova Scotin
which usunlly aims not to be be-
hind ity sister province in every
euterprise which has for its object
the general good., In these days
when everybody has so much ocea-
sion to use the public highway's, it
is not eany to estimate m dollars
and cents the value of good roads
to each individual citizen. Many
people would he surprised if they
conld know the actual loss which
they sustain each year because of
the unnecessary time spent upon
the roads, tosay nothing of the
wear atud tear of horses and  run-
ning gear as well as inconvenience
andannoyanee to themselves, How
long will it be before o puople
will vealize that a government's
disposition  of public funds for
roads and bridges is of vastly
greater practical importance than
1ts tavift policy, and its cme for
the common  weal  than its pacty
name?  The poorest and {)lin(-
est  investment that the avee-
age man makes is in his polities,
The novice is fleeced, while the
professional alane is fenthered, In
the matter of pgood voads Ayles-
ford is vertainly in themain below
pay, as owr wheel-amen can sorrow-
fally testify. To suy that we have
as good vords asare to be found
elsewhere isbut a poor  indieation
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of the matter, even it it were true,
which it is not. Even the Dutch-
men of Lunenbuvg are ahend of us
in theargofrond-making, although
insteadl of the up-to<inte “‘get-on-
and-ride” rond muchines they have
only the primitive ox-cart, pick
andshovel. With the reign of the
bicycle, however, theve is destined
to comen growing demaund for bet-
ter rosds. By the time a man has
shoved hiy *‘bike” over ten miles
of sand six inches deep, or risked
his neck in a stuttering coast down
one of our mountain ox-paths
which dees service for a highway,
he iy likely to indulge in some ex-
clamations, if not execrations, ex-
Inressive of sentiments to which
the soul of the meek-eyed horse
hayg longed for & century to give
voive; and at the next election-
fromamong all the “ists” he selects
the good-road-ist for a plumper, \Wo
thevefore look to the provineial
wheel-men to lead off in thix wmat-
ter and feel sure that when they
do tchey will receive strong sup-
port,

The Postmaster-General has heen
severely censured for hix policy of
limitation ot the fair and eynitable
distribution ot the Jubilee stamps.
Explanations so-called have ap-
pewved in theparty journals, which
wve fud trom satistuctory. It is not
easy for our dull undevstanding to
comprehend why in justice to vich
and poor, “ins” and “outs” and all
classes of citizens the entive issue
should not have been placed nupon
the market to be disposed of upon
the simple commercial principle of
“Hrst come, first served.” If asis
claimed attempts would have been
made by stamp-dealers to cornerv
the smaller issuex of  halls
and sixes, no greater injustive
would have been done the avernge
citizen than is now being done the
thousand whocannot afford to in-
vest $16.22 in o complete set in or-
der to obtain these denomiuations.
We decline to believe the Depart-
ment _guilty,. as the oppasition
press insinunte, of dixposing of the
coveted munbers in large lots to
imvez-umeut heelers, Dut as only
J000 sets have been =old aud the
supply of threes is running low we
are curiois to kuow what has or ix
to become of the bulunce of halfs
and sixes.  Weshould like at least
to see what these stamps look like.

As noted elsewhere the monthly
conference of the Aylesford chuveh
has heen chauged trom  Satwrday
afbterncon to Friday eveving, In
making this change the example
of many ofther churchesis being
followed and the hope ixentertain-
ed that an incveased attendance
will result.

We shiall e geateful for the con-
sribution of any facts additionnl
to whatavecontainedinthe mengre
sketehof the Aylesford Chavebh as
given on page 3 of this number.

Have you read aur specinl oifer
on page 102



