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and pre-eminence. They can confer no benefit upon the pagan and Mos.-
lem nations like that which has made them great. They cannot allow it
to be treated with gross and cruel insults without loss of character and
without the most serious injury to both parties. Therc is no occasion for
the exercise of warlike force. It is enough if the preparation for enfore-
ing a just claim is made visible. Recently the Sultan sent in great haste
1o our minister to come directly to the palace. His inajesty would settle
satisfactorily the Marsovan affair, and there was no need to telegraph for
war steamers. Our minister, with great simplicity, denied all intentions
of that nature, and refused to go. He might at least have gone and ap-
pealed to the Sultan’s honor and sense of justice ; but the poor man was
new in his place, and afraid to move cither to the right or left.

A great nation cannot afford to .place itself or be placed in such
positions. If the mere report of an ironclad can agitate the palace, the
presence of onc in Turkish waters would be a powerful protection. Such
cases demand no violence, but a preparation to enforce respect and secure
justice is absolutely necessary in the present condition of the world. If
the magistrate bears the sword in vain, or if he have no sword to bear,
the rude, the barbarous, and the lawless will be without restraint.  Ameri-
can missionaries have a right to expect in every land the protection and
the immunities accorded to the missionaries from other lands. The Catho-
lic missionaries from France and Italy are always treated with respect.
No indignities are offered to them. Their schools are never interfered
with. They are never mobbed or imprisoned. Their books are never
destroyed or interdicted or absurdly defaced by the censor. So long as
this treatment is accorded to other nations, we have a right to expect the
same. Our treatics securc to us the treatment accorded to the most
favored nations, and if our Government will not enforce its treaties it be-
comes a proper dbject of contempt. Its prestige, if it has any, departs,
and its subjects will often be subjected to the caprice of bigots. American
nssionaries have never asked for special favors. They know their rights
as citizens of the United States. All they claim is that protection which is
secured by treaty and which belongs to them as Americans. It is a
violation of sll the principles upon which treaties are based that any power
should confer special favors upon citizens of one nation and treat with
manifest disfavor the citizens of another, when common treaty relations
bind them all.  The Christian public of the United States hopes and ex-
pects to see its government take those measures that will place its citizens
in foreign lands on an equality with the citizens of any other nation of
whatever race or religion. At present throughout the Turkish Empire
American missionaries are insulted, mobbed, imprisoned, their dwellings
and schools burned, their property secized, confiscated, and no reparation
is made with the exception of Mr. Bartlett’s house, and that was caused
by the mere report that a steamer would be sent to protect American citi-
aens,




