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think for themselves or to qualify young
widows to become teachers or toengage in
any occupation which would make themin-
dependent of male relutives. There may be
a few exceptions to this statement among
the Brahmos ana other non-orthodux fani-
lics, but among these the necessity is not so
great, as widows are not put to the severest
trials as in orthodox communities.

41t is strictly true of every orthodox
Hindu family that women are neverallowed
to be visited orinstructed by aforeign mis-
sionary. Iderive my knowledye of the so-
cial condition of the orthodox high-caste
Hiundu women neitlier from fables nor from
thestatements of half-informed persons, but
Xget it directly from what I have sceu and
known. I myself was bora and reared in
an orthodox Brahmanical houschold, and
though my parcuts approved of women be-
ing cducated they would have been the last
persous to allow their duughters under the
instruction of missionaries.

“It was not untilafter their death when I
had attained my legal age, and then there
being no wmale relative to control me, aunad
my education having ecnabled me to get my
independence, that I had any chance of sce-
ing the missionaries aud other people not of
my own caste, and of reading the books
which were antagonistic to my ancestralres
ligion. This is true to-day of cvery other
household like that of my parents.

X bave deduced from these facts that
the orthodox high-caste women of India
cannot be helped by misslonary societics.
Anagency which is neither identical with
nor antagonistic to these societics must bo
empioyged in order to draw these women out
of theirsecluded homes. Purely sccular in-
stitutions are the necessity of the hour in
India, institutions which will be like homes
to the little widows, wliere their material
wants will be supplicd, and their physical
pain alleviated. The cducation afforded in
these homes must prepare them to face the
world and must put within their reach the
power which will be the incans of their in-
dcpendence, leaviug them free at length to
think and choose for themselves.,

S As for ourselves we are convinced that
it is notagainstour Christian Lelief to carry
to those who uced itbelp in any shupe,even
though we may not be able to carry our
croed with it. It will do no harm to any of
us to read the bheautiful parable of the
“Good Samaritan® twice over, and try to
find out what our Lord Christ mcant to
teach LY it.

Tawmaware thatevenafter setting forth
this plan in the pliinest language, many
Christian pcople may still misapprehend or
misrepresent it without meaning to do so3

. and, on the other hand, all enemies of
woman's progressand frecdom in Hindustan,
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together with the pious Hindus who look
upon this movement as dangerous heresy,
may try to annihilate it.

“ But our trust is in the Heavenly Father,
who is our strength and who, because He is
almighty, is able to bring us safely out of
this serious dificulty.”

Death of Mr. Ahok's Mother,

WE say ¢ Mr. Ahok’s mother,” be-
canse we cannot present her after
our custom by her own name, and
also because her estimable son has
become so widely known that the
mother shares in the luster of his
renown, though her sterling quali-
ties merit wide recognition and re-
spect. Mr. Ahok is a wealthy Chi-
nese merchant who was led to Christ
through the agency of Rev. S, L.
Baldwin, D.D., now Recording Sec-
retary of the Methodist Episcopal
Missionary Society,and whobefore he
professed Christianity at all donated
$10,000 for the founding of an Anglo-
Chinese College at Foo Chow. Mr,
Ahok wasalay delegate from the Foo
Chow Conference to the Methodist
Episcopal General Conference held
in New York last May, but was un.
able to come ; whetheralone because
he was unwilling to risk his chances
of escaping the leashes of our ob-
structive Chinese legislation, we can-
not say. Ahok’s mother stoutly an-
tagonized his acceptance of Chris.
tianity, but later herself became a
genuine Christian with marked indi-
viduality of experience.

We take from the California
Christian Advocate the following
account of the funeral of Mr. Ahok’s
mother:

Not long since, at thie ago of cighty-six,
occurred the desth of the wmother of Mr.
Ahok. The first intimation the writer had
of the sad cvent was the receipt of the fol.
lowing note, written by an English.speaking
clerk in Mr. Aliok’s store: ** I am sorry to
inform you that my motherleft this world
at 7 o'clock this evening, and we shall put
her In her everlasting bed to-morrow morn-
ing at 8 o'clock. Will you please nutify
others," ete. Having been requested to
conduct the funeral cxercises, we reached
Mr. Ahok's residence a little before the
time appointed, and noticed a coftin in a




