
Life and Labours of John J&itto, D.D. My

a, fathier and a friend-,Twvo tingis occuri'ed wvite lie ivas nt Exeter, w~or-
thy of attention. TVue first is thiat white bere, lie believed that a grrent
s"Piritual. change hiad takel- place ini bis soul, even the new birth. '['li tru-
ly devout cliaracter of Mr. Groves, thic earnest and unwaveringy obedieîice
lie grave to thie dictates of scripture, and the scrupulous fidelity ivith wliielî
lie carricd out int practice the principles lie professed,-thiese, and stieb
circunîstances as thiese, would lend Kitto to look more tlîorouglily and more
intensely into biis own soîi, and to biold more frequent and serious coin-
munings %ith the inward mnan. As his biograplier %velt reniarks, probably
this change hiad takien place at ant earlier pcriod of bis lifè-and several,
circunîstaniices lead to this conclusion-but it %vas flot titi lie entered thie gC-
niai armiosphier-e;of*ir Grove's biouse, it becamne so developed as to attract
lus own attention. It is to tlis period, however, that bie always assiglis
bis conversion to God. The second tliing is, thiat while liere, lie %vas li-
trodueed to thie Cliurch Missionavy Sociely, Londlon ; and wvas for- a finie,
engage d as a printcr to themn. Ilus object, lîowevci', was inerely to lear-n
thle aî't of printing, and thien to go outas an assistant to one of' the Mission-
aries, on soîne of the For-eiga,, stations. But thue one fè1vorite idea of his
life, broke ini upon hlîibere, as we'lt as clsewvhere, andl nearly uipset al
bis arrangemients. WTbenever there wvas a spaî'e lîour or two tluait there
was nio emnployaient for lhuxa at flic office, inistcad of waîting on, as otlier
worknîen did, titi eînployment camne, Kitto waýz home to biis lo'lgingis, svat-
cd down at lus table, and droivnied citiier in reading or Nvritiing-. Besides,
engaged iii the sanie ernployinents, lic frcquently sat up tilt 2 or 3 o'clock
il, tlue inoriiing ; and alflîocgli lie appeared punctually at the office nt the
appointed liotir, yct lie ofien ap)pearcd.-(jadcd and wvorîî out. Tlie resuit %vas
that lie %vas disrnissedl froin the ini-sson, after being seriously rcasoned witli,
but to no eftect. Thîrouglu thie kindl offices of Mr. Groves and otlier frientls
liowever, lie was restoired to luis situation, andl couîtinucd so longr as te go
out to M1alta iwith. soîie of-tlie missionaies.

It 'vas ont June 2Oth, 1827, thiat Kiito enibarked at Blackwall iii the
Wilberflorce, and sailed for Malta. Hlis coinpanions were t)r Koea
Germina pliysieian, whlo had lately taken orders in tlue Anglican Clii irch,
and Mr ldoivnicky, a converted 1'olishi Jcw. H-e arrived at Malta on flie
3Oflî of July, and left it January l2flî, 1829 ; so tlîat lie wvas uipon that is-
Land more thian 18 rnontlîs. Tlic einploynuent in wilui lie wvas engiged in
Malta, does not appear to have l)een very deinite ; at lenst it does miot
,4(em to us to be vcry defininitely brotight out by luis biogrrapher. Print iing
circulating, tracts, and pubtishingr afewv Arabic works seem to hiave takzei
up the greater part of lus tue; and lie wvas- regularty occupied from lîailt*
past seven in thec morning tilt four in thie afteriioca. 13ut Kitto's ol lire-
dilections agama niasteredl luii, as tliey liad aiready done at1lting;ton ; for lie
w'as soon at lus late readings and compbositions; and the saine consequen-
ces ensued. le was fouîîd fault %vithu, but ivas uîîivithing to iekzoiler
a fault ; and the final resu!t was, tlint the Society iintin.iate-d to linii, tlint
thiey had no further need of lus services. liack lie camne ho Eîîgland, ai
poor, as unisettled, and as nîuct unprovided, for as ever. Most lionoiiraîbly,
however, did the Society act towards lim ; for whien they gave lîiiiî lus
disetiarge, they at tie saine tiime prescnted imi %vitti £30. It wvas wlifle
sailitgy along, tue Mdediterranean, and w'lile rc.siding- at Malta. thuat lic firit
discovcred ho his friends luis great power iii picture-writing. His nuicrotls
letters fron Malta abound with rnany specinienq of this ; tlîcy are îlot very
remarkable for anything cisc ; for, the information îlîcy commn:un icatj- as t-

May.


