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FREE TRADE IN FORLIGW PB.O
- DUCTIONS! .

In ‘ourlast e submiitted some observatuons'
respecting the probable: influence. wihich 4 frees’
trade in foreign agricaltural productions would:

havé. upon the agriculturc’of this country, We
did not offér these remarks fror any dissatisfac-
tion at tlie present state of the law, but hecause
we apprehiended efforts would: beé made: to change,
or entirely -abrogate, the Agricultural Protection

Bill, that hiag-besn so lately conceded to the farm-

ers of Cunada.

b2 a gréat injustice towards the agicultural class;
avho have-as strong a claimtu prot%uon as any
othiér-class in- this Province..

We-objzet to:fiée-trade in Agricultural produce.
uintil there is- complete fice tfade in all. otherpro-
dutts, and in the sliips employed in commierce.
Lzt theére be an end to all protection; let the
produce of the-carth, and of man’s industry cir-
culate freely, and by the cheapest conveyances,
whoever may bétlie carriers;and-the Agricultural
class will not-complain ; butthey will ever com=
plain of'injustice towards them; if laws. will not
provide them thi¢ same amourit-of protection:that
it affords to capital and mdustry employed in
shlppmg, mamifictures, COMMErce; and trade.
While the laws are it equal they miisttax one

portion of the commuhity -for the beneﬁt’ of the-
other; and this has ‘beén the case in ‘Canada
during our long residence in it, up 1o i vety laté-|
period. The Agmcu]tuml ‘¢lass-were: obliged to
séll their produce in competition with- fore'gners, ||
without any protection, while they had to-pur-p
chnae what they required from parties-amply-pro--
tected. In additionto this, the -earrying trade'to’

and from the Province was exclusively in British
ships, the charge of freight necessarily higher than
if open o foreign competmon, and' this could'not
fail to influerice i injurously the price-of what the

fatmer sold, as well a3 what he bought, diminish-

ing the-one; dnd augimenting the other, W ofx
fer'no-objéction-to:thé state of'the law; as it fow
affords-faymerd protection, but, ‘on behalf of ihe
cldss to whicli: weshelong; we» protést agairist any
partial: change that would. do aivay, or even di-
minish the amount of protection. ‘the “law affords
at present to Canadian Agriculture, unless a-simi-
lar change.be:introduced in the law.as it regards
all othét manufactares, tiade, commerce, and
shipping.  British. justice will, we: confidently

tiust, make a:generalifree trade; or none. Shie
Such a changs would, in the'| 1
first place, put-aieiid to all confilence in the dur-{
ation of our laivs  and, in thé second plane, would

never will:consent:that .one portion of her sub-
jects.shall‘be taxed for; the benefit of other por-
tions, as;they: inevitably. must.be, if: the: manufac-

_turers of corn and-cattle are not:equally protected
as-the-manufacturers-and. traders; in. ‘silk,. cottor,
_ cioth, hardware, &¢., and-the shipping.employed

in. British. commerce.. | We: mi§ be .onswered,

that Brilish: manufactures .are:now arrivei:at:that

state-of perfection;and cheapness; from. the great
amount of skilly machinery, and.capital employed,
that they .require' no protection. We will;not
argue this matier:lere, but merely observe;. that
if no:protection.is. required, it would be avell to
begin with-doing.away with every.protection;law

_on.the statute-hook in:favouc of mamifacturés and

trade;. betore the laws for the. protection: of . Agri-
culture:are'fepealed.. This; we. conceive, would
be the just manner of proceeding; that, those
who.call:loudly for the abrogation ‘of laws that
protect othér interests;, should begin. vith .de-

_ manding the abrogation:of thé:laws which-protect

their own, directly’ or indirectly., The. pro-
tection that has been aﬂ'orded to trade and
manufactiires ‘has beén the ekief * cause 'that
trallé and manufictires have ‘bieen' able to ac-

* ¢umulaté so vast an-amiount of capital, chief-

ly fiom’ the products dof Agriculture. ‘White

i ever oplmon may be: entertained to the: comrary,

the: products of Agriculturc’has been the -chief

* source of support and: profit'to-the shanuficturéra

and trade-of-the British Empire.  Tt'was chiefly

‘from Agriculture that aii‘exchiangable product



