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unwonted efforts which have of late years baga made
for extending the blessing of religious education
throughout the ignorant and neglected districts of our
northern popululion, and for bestowing on overgrown
parishes the privilege of regulae Gospel ministrations,
and an edifying :uul efiicient p.noduxl superinten-
deurc-—cﬂ'orls wiich have, in various instances, been
bles:ul with o spiritud resival, not less remarkuble
than v. is "x.\ufyuw to the pious heart; the zealous
exeruons which have been male to relicve the sprrityad
wants of our expatriated countrymen m Canada wad
Austratiz, and which, although attended wuh diflicul.
ties and discouragements, continue sull unrelaxed, and
sromise pltjmately to prudncc the most important
consequences- the impression aiready made on the
yast rcglons of heathen India, and the enlarging pros-
ct of ‘success, under the labours of your enligh-
sened and zenlous missionaries, which we are privile-
ged 1o cqteltam and lastly, the uieasures adopted by
the preceduw General Assembly, and sanctioned by
you for the m\pormm object of enlightening and con-
yerting the people of Isracl, once so highi; favoured,
and still reserved for a glovious d»suu)—nu.asurcs
vluch have been so judiciously foliowed up by your
committee, and which scemed mny wanting 1o com:
prehcnd all the great objects of missionary enterprise
that a chnsuan church can cn'bracc, at home and
l’oroad—tlxcse \ur.cd impartant, and sucsessful exer-
uons of christian bcne\'ulcn\,c, at ance display a prin-
_clple of spiritua} life and vigour in the church, and
nﬁ.\rd an evidence that the ‘S‘u.ours blessing  vests
upon its labours. Nor can 1 omit to notice otker
trnnncuons of this venerable court, which evines the
yme:pmt of chiristiun benevolence. The zeal with
which you have seconded the cifurts made by some
f our inferior courts us well as by associations and
pﬂvno individuals, for cheeking the fearful progress
of ‘Sahbath desecration wuhm the bounds of the
;hutcn—lhe testimony you have borne against the un-
speakable atrocities of the stave xradc, with which
unhappy Africa is still cursed, and to witich, after all
the efforts that hiave been made to abate s borears
!"ll' a'million of her wreched inhabitants coa-
unuc to fall a yearly sacrifice, and usder the effects
of 'luch ‘the whole popuhmon—a hundred mitlions
of immortgl souls—are sunk in hopeless basbarisig
and the anxiety you have shewa to counteannce and
support the Presbyterian churches of England, lre.
land, and America, which have clijmed your 2@l or
mved your fricadly co-opcmmn—) cur salicitude, §
a1y, and your judicious intervention in regard to
these important objects, are worihy of your ciracacter
as a church of Christ, and entitle youto the gratitude
of your fellow-crcmurcs.
" Fahers and Brathren!  While it i3 deubtless both
useful and gratifying to call to remcmbranes the gra-
cious dealings of our Divine Head towards our ce-
clesiastical Establishment, in the protection he has
bountifully vouchsafed, and the Christian spirit he
has been pleased 0 infuse, a mare prindul task re-
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mains to be performed.  The Church is still besey
with difiicultics, and troubled on every side: “with-
out are fightings, and within are fears”  Neverthe-
less, we are comforted with the undoubting convic.
tian, timat the combined eflorts of Papists, Dissciiters,
and lufidels, which are the natural conscquences of
the awakening and increasing spivit of Christian de-
votedness within the walls of our Zion, are but one
af the means which her heavenly king employs siiil
farther to excite the faithfulness of her members, :and
o purify her irom remaining corraption.  Rest as-
sured that so long as she proceeds in o course of spici-
tual jmprovement—so long us, with humble prayer
aud unflinching fortitude, she perseveres, through good
report, and through bad repart, in rectifying abuses,
in removing obstacles, in stirring up Christian virtues
and graces, in affording new weans of religious in-
struction and missionary enterprise, at home and
abrond, and in zealously  contending for the faith
once delivered to the saints,” “the gates of hell shall
not prevail against her. The Ieathen may rage,
and the people imagine & vain thing; worldly politi-
cians may combine with ambitious scctaries to plot
her destruction; but He-that is for her is greater than
all that can be againsther,  She will rise more grace-
ful and mere mighty irom the conflict, and will dis-
cover in fulure, as she has experienced in times past,
that the five of persecution, while it consumes hee
bands and enables her to walk more freely and more
firmiy, shall not pass upon herself 1o isjure her; for
the Son of God will walk with her in the midst of
the furnace: and the more intensely the flame glows,
only so much the moreshall she be warmed and en-
lightened, mehed and purified.

Right Reverend and Right Ionourable,—I cannot
conclude without rcmxudmg you that additional faith-
fulness and devotion to the cause of our Divine Mag.
ter are required of us.  While the frame-work of our
Church, being founded on the Word of God, and-
beautifully xd.mlv.d to the imporiant purposes of pa
rochial instruction and spisitual adification, is worthy
of admiration, and deserves all your zeal, such are the
cvil dispositions with which It has to deal, such the
weakness of the human iustraments by which its
functions are exercised, and such, also, the inade-
quacy of its provisions for suppiying the spiritux
wants of a rapidly increasing population, that much
fmmeniable defection prevails among its  members,
much likewarmness, wany corrupt practices, much
apen profligacy.  These requircio be resirained and
corrected with a pateraal haad.  Oa you, Fathers
and Brethren, this important task devalves; and my
cariiest prayer for you is, thai, on rcturning to your
rezpective parisiies, youmay eatry : along with you a
portion of that quickening sp'rl., \vh.ch your import-
ant l.lbours, winle asser nb cd in this placc to consult
and pravide for tne spititual weltare of our much-
loved country, were calculated, if prosecuted in a de-
votional frame, to cherish in your hearts  To all of

<

you high interests arc entrusted by our Spiritual Head,



