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bif thie îîîissionaries,' lie says, lin
Unit vast empire liad ticcomitpliished noth.
imîg more duigthe hlf century pst
timam to furist objeat-lessons of the truc
position of 'wonian, and fthe highiest type
<if Christian lhones, duit iesulit alone
wouldl j ustify their un'esence in China and
the nioney invested in the enterprise."

Opi»' lie stiys, Il is more dlendly
thanl 11lcodol, because it fastens its gril)
miore quickly an~d firinly upoil the victita.
No laiigtuage cati exaggerate the cvii re-
sults cf the habit. No hionest person who
lias sccu its cifects upon the Cliinese can
dcescrbe it as other thani an awfr.l cuise.
To force it. upon China was a crime

Liais lîunanity. One Chinese writer
clescribes it as tenfoid more dcadly than
arisenic."

l'lie enornious incoute froîîî the opiuin
trade, which lias beeni so disastrous to
Cinaii, aînounting to nearly -$,40,OOO,OOO a
year, represents but a snîail suin coin-
j»Ired with what iniiglît be gained to the
adlvamîtage of both counitries if tlîis trade
lid been suppresscd ini the interests of
lion est commîerce. Thîis book we consider
indispensable for understaîîding the coin-
plex and dificuit Chines4e question.

Bôtel de 1?nombuillet and Tlie Précieiwses.
By LEoN H. VINCENT. Boston and
New York: Hougliton, Mifflin & Co.
Toronto : Wiliiaml Briggs. 111. 123.
Price, .31.00.
This (iainty and quaintly printcd 1.ttle

book~ is (luit-, iii lîarînony îvitl the quaint
literary developmcint with it treats. Iii-
dcccl Mr. Vincent is a Précicti,,e in his
way. He lias the (Iclic:ite toucli, the
subtie humour, the literary refinenient
akiin te Unit of the Marquise de Ram-
boutillet herseif. This lady, lie tells us,
" n a rcrrupt age, mnade virtue fashion-
aîble. Ik is somîething to have (rot sucli
people to realize that it îniay be good forni
to keep the Tcn Couadins 'A

special note of the Précieuse iras a pa)ssion
for correct dictation and literary grace.
IlAnd wlîy, " asks Mr. Vincent, Il should
any wonian, any nman, lack in faistid lous-
nesas about the choice of words ? Society
oug-ht to be as impeccable in its language
as it is in its attire."

Our author describes the risc and pro-
geress arId decline of the Salon de RZani-
1,ouillet and the literary niovenient o>f
vhîich it was the synibol. One cause of
irs dlecay was the ponderous romances of
Madeleine de Scîîdery. A single romance
coîîtained, almost as mucli as ail the
WVaverley novels taken together. "lShe

iras the ino4t pitiles-, writer of fiction the
world lias ever knowm."

wVith charalcteristie lightncss of toucli
Mr. Vinicent thus suins 11p Uie incrits and
follies of the Précieuse: "Aftcr ail it
senis lcss cuipable to be frivoicus over
worcis and idemus thail over cards ; and if
it is a qutestion of ultiiate idiocy, charades
are no wor8e than dancing. Let us îîet
cxaggcrat te significance of trifles. In-
credfible as it inay appear, 1 have seen.
h1uniati beings playing hijahuia ; the meni
were, cohiege gr-adtiates anmd the wonien
belongcd to clubs." î% bibliography of
the copious literature to rhuichi the iove-
iment gave risc, wlds to the value of the
bock.

t ion. By S S. LAuitiE, A.M., LL.D.,
Professor of the Institutes and llIistory
of Education in the University of Edin-
burghi ; author cf IlInstitutes of Edu.
cation," etc. Second edition, reviscd.
London, New York anid Boibay: Long.
mnlans, Greeni & Co. Toronto : The
Copp, Clark Company. Pp. xi-411.
Thjis is a bock cf unique and rcînarkable

interest. We do îîot know of any other
covering exactly Uic saine field. The
autlior's aiîn "las becîx to seize the icad-
ingr relîgîcus and social characteristies of
prc.Christian societies, as the.se ivere
actually fournI operative in the life of the
people cf ecd nation. " As the resit of
inmmense reàcarcli, the authior gives us a
clear statenuent uf the liistorical, review of
the place of education i» Egypt, an«
the Ar.ubs, Jews, Chinese and Hindus.
More' than haîf, the" work, however, is
(icvotcd to the history cf educatioii.anxong-
the Grceks and Romuans, and very inter-
esting and instructive chapters tiiese are.

The education of the youth cf Spartu
was 1sîrticîîl;rly austere. On the annual
festival of Arteiîîis.Ortia youthis were
wvlipped to the drawîngY of bicood. IlNor
mîust one be offcnded,"l says Solon to
Anachiarsis, in Lucian, "ulien you sec
their young muen îvhipped at the altarand
streaiiing with hiccd, whist thieir fatiiers
and nîctiers stand by entreating thein te)
suifer it courageously, and even î>roceed
to threats if they do not bear it with
patience and resolution. Many have <lied
under this discipline r.uther than acknow-
iedge thenîseives unequai te it before
their friends and relations. Statues of
thern have frequently been erectcd mit the
public expenise."

In Athens, the systeni of education was
much more grenial; in Reine, a more


