
THE PRESBYTERIAN REOR1D.

Dr. Rutton wa8 as earnest and enthusiastic
in favour of Disestahilaliment as; in former
years. Even Dr. Calderwood, who looked so,
pleasant and amiable as a Pan-?resbyterian,
at I>hiladelphia, is capable of dealing heavy
blows when lie gets on tIns war path. Dr.
Cairns likewise. Tbey all do it. But the
Synod, as a 'whole, was sa.tisfactory, and liad
a good liealthy ring about it. TuE IR!SH
AssEmiBLY met ini Dublin, and aithougli tliey
bail some burniug questions oR baud tliey
appear to have handled them, coolly and
harmoniously. The number of congregations
in the Irishi Churcli is 560. The subject of
missions occupied a large portion of the
Assemably's time. It could scarcely fail to
be markedly a maissionary meeting with Dr.
Fleming Stevenson as Moderator. It were a
trite remark to say that the debates were
conducted with iuanifest ability, for, give
Irishmen tlieir due, uupremeditated good
speaking; is a speciality with them. IlThe
organ question" is stili in the air, and al-
thougli the N.Lewtownbreda congregation bas
very prudently decided, in obiedience, te the
recommendation of the Assemably, to discon-
tinue, for tlie present, the use of their organ,
it is easy to be seeni that the agitation will
be revived at an early day. According te
the latest figures, the communicants of the
Free Churcli are about 230,000, of the United
about 172,000, aud of the Established about
500,000. These, witli tlie otlier divisions,
would make near]y 1,000,000 Presbyterian
communicants in Scotlaud, and sooî that
more than three-fourtbs of the population
are in krzebyteriau famiiies. The Free
Churcli bas 16 Synods, 73 Preshyteries, snd
1,043 congregations, with 411 other preaebing
stations. Its Money columans for the year
just, closed, grouped as we group ouri,
alaouQted tO £49 1,102 ($2,455351 1) for con-
grogc-ational, sud £99,230 for benevolent
causes. The Foreign Mission collections,
embraced in this, were £79,1 11. The Estab-
lihed Churci lias 1,268 parisheÀ; aud 200
chpels and preaching stations. Its Foreign
Mission contributions Iast year were £49,000.
The United Prebbyteriau Church lias 549
congregations. Lust year £245,000 were
raised for congregational, and £81,700 for
missionary and benevolent purposes. The
whole income for the year was £0383,000.I
The average congregational income, is about
£700. Tlie average 8alary of pestora is £:265.
Only 78 of thre 550 riuisters receive les
than £200 a year. The original Scotch Seces-E
Sion, wbich, under the Erskines, loft the
Presbyteriau establishment 160 years ago,
bas a Synod, 4 Presbyteries, 21 ininisters,
tw of tliem professors, aud 3,300 cominuni- 1
=ate. It appears that since, the year 1841

the Population of Irelaud bas decreased by
More thu: three, millions. The cousus re-

cent]y taken places the present population
at 5,130,893, of whom, 4,951,888 are Roman
Catholics. 'Me Episcopalians number 635,.
670; Presbyterians, 485,503 ; Methlodists;
47A669.

WESTERN SECTION.

AW UAL COLLECTION.

I' 1E ANNUÀL COLLECTION for this Fund is,
by appointment of the General.Assembly,
to be made onthe THIRIE sabbath of

August, by congregations that do not contri.
bute to, it from the funds of their missionary
associations. While there has been a very
considerable increase, of income during the
last three, years, the increase, has not been
sucli as te enable the Connnittee to continue
the payment of the maximum annuity of
$250. For the tliree years preceding the
Assembly of 1878, the Committee, owing to
the increase, of the nurnber of beneficiaries,
had ta draw upon their capital ai, the rate of
$1300 yearly. The Assembly of 1878 enjoin-
ed that there, should be no furtlier reduction
of capital, and that only the income derived
froma congregational contributionsmiisterial
rates, aud interest of capital should be, paid
out by the Committea la annuities sud other
uecessary exioenditures ; and at the same
time urged congregations to support thre
Fund more liberally. To avery great extent,
there lies beeu on the part of corigregations
a Most dutiful response, te the Assembly's
appeals for increased contributions;i but un-
happily there are not a few congregations,
and somo of thesri VE.RT wzALT1IY cîrr con-
gregations, that have hitherto dloue little or
nothing to assist the Commititee in their
struale te prevent the reduction of the an-
nuities. Juring the past year, 1wenfy-seven
retired ministers received annuities, varying
from, $100 te $220. and amounting in ail toi
D5760. One beneficiary died during theyear ;
and iliree will lie added to, the liat by the
iction of the late Assembly. The Comxnaittee
thierefore, bas thisyear te meet the dlaims of
1wenly-nine beneficiaries, wlio, witli few excep-
tions, are much in need of ail that the Flund,
,an do for them. $6000 will hardly suffice,
to, pay the annuities at tho samne rate as last,
jear; isad not less than $6500 wil be, neces-
;ary to, enable, the Committee te, resume
liair payment of $250. The fuM amountre.
juired wi11, witliout doulit, be, placed at the
lisposal of thre Cornyaittee, if congregations
bat have bitbertoo beenineglectful, in relation
~the Fund will, this year,send iu only sucli

niodéraie contributions as shahf not be so
mala ewra t tier personal or Presby-
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