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.Eh~.of Sermon ont 1 John, 111: S, 9.

If any Onle 5fly, whiic iL 18 traie that
(LU brereers cainnut dlaimi exemption fronti
sin, so as. to commnit nuv sin, yet Lucre arc
certain saLîis of suiperitbr huliiîcss, wlio
have attaiuc.l tu sucli a degrcu of absobîite
perfection, tîîat tlîey are altogether free
front sin, iii repiy to this wue observe that
the languta-te of the Ap)ostie (I Johin, iii
9p,) cainnot bear that constrtictioa. His
words are a gencral stittenient, ' JVhoso.

ecs 15 boni of God îioth nuL commit siia.'
1t is either ail or noile; either aIl are per-

fect, or notre is. 1'iîuoe ver is a universai
terni, and signifies or enibraces ail. The
converse proposition is, ' Vhosoner coin-
xuitteth sin is îîot boni of God,' whbch i e
equally truc. IL therefore necessariiy fui.
lvs froni this statenient (if the doctrinle
oif perfuctionisin ho currect,) that nine
hntndred and nincty-nine, at leastouto'
cvery tiîousand wvio jrofess Christianity,
are sinners, not bori of God, besides the
great multitudes ce'en iin Christian couu-
tries, who inake nîo lroression whatuver oif
the Christian religion. The ouly saints,
the oniy regener-ate persons boni of Ckd,

rthe few so-called saint-s who 4iac'ine,
oir fuil, or suppose thenîselves to ho per-
fect. The inajwrity tif professiug Chu is-
tians wîho kniow, alid f cil, that tii .y 1 rive
sin iii thomiseives, and. do comimit.sin very
often, are siiet ont, froin being the chl-
tirer) of God, by thîs initerpretation of the
Apostiu's lauIgnage. For the apostoiic
oiai;ti is, ' ,; o-socrcr sinnetli hath o; t
scull liiii, neitlier k,..on ii i,». JVhoscezur
is boni of *Ggiu d .-th not conînliit sin.'

tcrig t;>tlis t1lîerv (of pcerfectituî>
alîy olie who coînnulits s1v linoe hoi
of God, becauise all wuho ai-e boni of God
«ae nmade perfect, aud rendered incapable
of sinning auy rnorr. Tho.ie wrho are ve!
,-ce from siin hav-e lnt seuil God,uior kntewn

linîi, therefore they can ]lave rio spirituial
life. Aceordiing te tlîis vie«- the disciples
.of our Lord, not oiiiy Judas, but the clevenl
4>her2 also, werce unconverted, unreg-eà-
erate, îiot bori (if G;id, %u'hi1e -the Saviour
.,'as iith thin on earth, forî iii ]ls ]ast
pra-yer, the night on *which lie wvas ho-
trayed, the Lord Jesus' praycd to lus
Heavenly Fathier: ' Saîctif v thein, through
thy truth.' he Son of Gxod uvouid not
ask lus Father to do wvbat lie hiad donc al-

ready. If 'tley 'vote pcrfectiy lioiy,Ciist
would not prav for tlieir sanctification.
If tliey weru nuL sanctified. Lucre muet ho
sinî in tirentî; if tlîcy ]lave sin, they musat
couiât sini sîlnetimes, as Peter did in
denying ]lis 'Mastor; if thoy commit sin
tliey are îîot boni or Got.; lie tbat coin-
initeth sin is of the dcvii. By this d<îc-
trinle, tiierefure, the disciples wvere ail of
thîe alevil, and wvere not horn of Ged. WVu
ece front tîjis in wvhat absurdities ve aire
]andcd rit last if we adopt this nîethod of
interpretng tice general words of the
Aliostie."

OONTENTMENT IN RAGS.
There is contentînent ivith godliness,

whîiclî is great gain, iiaving the promise of
Lire lite tiiat niov is and tliot wvhicli is to
come, and is iike Josepiî's coat (if nany
cîddrsï,. If Josephi wore such a germent as
truc coîîtentînt, as his after ycaris
slîowed, lie wvas nmore than a prime iîîiiis-
ter-he wvas a king, the momnent lie put irs
on. How ricbi, boW rovai are ail tlîcy wlîo
are clad ini its îîîaîy culors. They are the
posses ors of tiîree wonlds; the grcatest is
ttiat of iiiward peace, whiiclî caii neforîîî
worlds and. reclotlie in in the nîidst of
the r.enuries of lifé. A Sco>tclh nobleîîîaîî,
.eciîug an oid gardeîîer otI lus establishment
wvitlî a very ragged coat, made soine pass-
ig remark on .îs cond.tiou. tsaver

I guid coat," said the iîoncst old mani. "I
caunot agree wvith yoeu tiiere," said bis
lordship. Il'Ay, it's a verra goid coat,"
persisted thie nid mnan; " it covers a con-
tented spirit and a body that owes nio nman
alnythilug, alla tuat's iluami- thlli niony a
miail can say of luis coat."

TIIE SLING SOALE.
Tiiere is nîo lard anîd fast huec" or ]awv

ou thîe subject laid down iin the New Tes-
t.-nient as there was in the Oid; îîorsbould.
*t be l eded by any erle w210o wishes to be
guided hy a sense of obligation and duty
to Chris;t of " low unuch lie owes to bis
Lord." But mne tliing is plain. Ont gir-
uig should not be stationary. stereotoped.
in its ainount any muore tlîan our getti
is. If we receive mort) we should give
m)or,- <tme first fruit of oio- iiicreas'e,"
-as %well as give hcss if we receive legs;
iu citiier case giving ilaccordiug to what
welhave, "as Irod bath prospered us,"
or the revoe-se. -Rev. J. C. .Binis, D. D.,
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