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WVHO XILLED THE PRAYER-
MEETING?

1. The pastor kiiled it. Aithiougli lie
gave notice fromn the pulpit on Sunday
that there would bo " a prayer-mneeting "
in the vestry on wVednesday evening, ho
changed it into a lecture whien the oven-
ing carne. As a lecture itw~as a great suc-
cess, as a prayer-mieeting.it was a lament-
'able failuire. After the learned inan had
takzen twonty mninutes himself, every oee
else felt that whatever olso lie miglht say
wouïd seemn very taile Young Johin
Evans wantod to, say a ivord or two, tell.
ing how the Lord Jesus liad satisfied his
hungry soul, and thon utter a short prayer
of requiest for other hutngry souls, but bis
poor littie word was nowhere. Indeed,
hie didn't say it. 0, the pauses of that
meeting!1 Surely the dlock in the corner
neyer ticked so loudly.

2. The deacon killed it. It n'as the
ilext wveek. This timie the pastor went, ini
wit]ia warm heart. He opened theineet-

igith a short, tender pr-aycr, and then,
il, a brief word, told, as a child mniglit tell
it., the preciousness of tlie Lord't presence.
Anal it seemed as if niothing, could prevent
it fromn being a helpful. quickening season.
Somoething did prevent it. The grand old
degcon n'as a littie tired and sleepyl but
lie-thouglit lie must do sornething to talke
up the timie. Ho began a-way hack in the
sin of Eden, and did not stop until lie
rcached the year 1885. And then lie said,
"Let us pray." Was that really Ilpray-

ing," thiat ten minutes description of the
plan uf salvation which followed ? XVas
this what, that discour-aged, man over there
in the corner wauted frora the meeting ?
Alas, the deacon killed it al!

3. The thoughtless mniher killed it.
Slie is at the meeting, aithougli fot aIways
thero. Next te lier sits a friend wlio is
out cf Christ. The tlioughtless raemnber
n hispers duringr the pastor's prayer, gigg] es
at ov4r niistake, and turns over the lea.ves
of thla hyin-book when any one taike.
The people wvithin a radius of ton feet oach
way are disturbed. The spirit is grieved,
and that too, by one w-ho is professing te
seek the glory of Qed. And that kiiled
tlie prayer-nieeting.

4. The officions inenber killed it. one
uf the weaker brethers offered a prayer
and miade a niistake in it. Another brother

xnsuted a text. The pastor nover cor-
etdanl error during a meeting. - -e

thouglit the correction more fatal te, the
spirit of tho meeting than the miistàke-
Not so wvithi the officions brother. Ho rose
and corrccted eacli inistake, aud that kil)-
cdl several nmcetings.

5. The six inemters who took ton nu»ii-
uites eachi killed it. It n'as a finle synipos-
iun on the themoe, IlChrist the brend, cf
life," but it -%vas not a prayer-mneeting. h.,
overran the hour, and the only prayer was
the epenling prayor.

6, The faultfinding niber killedl eue
precieus Meeting. Hie prayer w-as a real
lecture to God, remninding Himn cf the fail-
ings and wickedness cf tec durcli- Wlien
Clirist r-aid te blis disciples, " Give 37ethienu
toe at" did lio iean gai1 or wormnvood, or
the Brend of Life ? WVould net ue eaui-
est pr-ayer at liomie before the meeting
have brougit as; its aulswor a sweeter spirir!

How unany wvays there, are cf killiiýgthe
prayer-meetings ! Hew many a chiurcli
lias, this year, lest its Week cf Prayer
tlhroughl thouglitiess, indifferflnt careless
members ! Do Nve have enough cf pu-ay-
ing? Do good people ever err by toe brie f
prayers?

Dear reader, don' t kill any more pin.yel-
meetings.-e rgdoait

Josephi Cool, Well States the Presingý
need cf this presont timie, tlieelegicallj-,
ivlhon hoe says: "lThe suprcxne ueed cf ther
home is a religious awakoning that shaU
brinft baek to their scriptural positions ý)f
authority the three central doctrines of un
aggressive and scho]arly Cluristianitý..Ltlie
necessity cf the Newv Birtk, Vie neçessity
cf the Atonement, the necessity ôf Re~-
pentance in this life." [t is just at those
thrce vital points that the "lnèn- theology"*
cf wvhicli we hear so ranch just now is Nwoak.
Councils supposed te, le '&orthodox " vote
te install ininisters who explain awvay t1e
new birth, who reject a vicarieus à,oe-
ment, and who hold out a hope cf fùàtunr.
chances cf repentance for those whlo are
impenitent liere. " Ye inust ho bora

aga in" Ho is the propitiation foremur
si ns," "God nowv conunandeth ai] »xw

evei-y-%v-here to repenit," -are texts ilhat
must be, preadhoed in ail plainness; mmud
power.-l'

The proiposed federation cf thoe Austra-
lian mnd Tasiiianian Presbyteu-inn Churdlies
lias advanced considerably, and it is ex--
pected that the first federal Assembly wifl
be held next July in.,Sydney.-


