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Business at vancouver.

Vancouver, Oct. 17.—The most lm-
portant happening in business circles
this week was the passage of the
Canadian Paclfic railway examption
by:law, exempting from taxatloa for
eighteen years the yards and works
of the company, involving an annual
loss to the city of 32,217, and, of
course, taxes on all improvements
which mty be made in the yards in
the meantime, which It is sald will
bo as o matter of fact very extensive
The result of the voto on the by-law,
an actual mnjority of 207 and a
three-fifths majority ol i, showel a
remarkable change in sentiment in
Vanvouver as regards the Canadian
Pacific railway. Five years ago a
bitter feellng existed among a num-
erous clasy agatust the company which
Vancouver owpd its vary existance to
and for three or four years this feel-
ing seemol to grow rather than di-
minish. Now all is changed. The let-
ter writers who of old filled the news-
papers hero with tirades against
the railway, have droppol out,
and the tubor puopie, new asd always
congistentiy cpposel ta any vrivileges
belr granted to tho Lanadian Pacific
raflway represented  noout the wnly
oppewnition agalnst the by-tawt

Shipping clreles are very active, 50
vessels were untoadel last week aml
40 thls week. Thore bas been no such
voom sinee tho old days when ilast-
jngs’ mill handled n freat ol lumber
vessels for [orelgn ports every weex;
but that was before Vuncouver was
an ambtious city. Tneo sealg [leet
ans arrived ap Vaucouver and the
catel I8 oG averagoe one, The seal
kuating off tho Calfurnin cbast will
commence in a few 4days - and’ many
achioraters have left Victorla to engage
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fn it., Wholesnlers thraughout the
province are pleased with the splendid
way in which trade 18 bawg main-
telued, anda as one jabboar sald, every
jobbing house In Victorla and Van-
couver of any consequence §8 doing all
tho businegs it can hundleo and there
is sti! 1wore business to be done.

New Westminster.

Naow Westminster's eight-day fair has
come to & most successiul termination
and the cltizens ot the Royal Clty are
eratifiod to think that thoy give to
the worla such a good Mustration of
their pluck, so soonr atter thelr great
loss from the recont big fire. About
30,000 poople puassed through the
gates, a very credltable showling for
the proviciat show of a sparsely 1ot~
tled and widely scattored populaticm.

In the city it 15 fouiki that many
of the walle left standing after che
fire can be used. ‘Lhere are a largo
number of bulldings contracted for or
in procest of erection. The re-build-
Ing of the court house i{s belng hur-
ried and the Canadian Faclfic rallway
and electric rallways are to ccmmence
building on a large scalo at cnee while
the Bank of Montrea! aro to commence
right away.

‘The citizens are very angry at many
of tho landlords owning iouses which
escaped theo fire, charging enormaus
rents, and in some cases raising the
rents over those chargaed before the
firo as much as 100 per cent. Next
weeck an Investigation will be heid re-
garding the origin of the filre. The
Investigation will bo open and the evi-
donce af every one wio knows any-
thing about it will be taken under
outlt, ''io firm of Brackman & Kaer,
wholesale flour and teed. who have
large establishments in victoria, \an-
couver, and Westminster, and in whose

sheds the fire started, arq very ansious.

to have the investigation, as they
claim 1t can be provod that their
gtieds were sct on fire. ‘Their care-
mkﬁr promises some revelations under
oath. C

B. C. Fisheries.

'he  halibut fishing  has com-
meiced n enrnest and the
question  arlses, should Canada
aliow o foreign firm to come

in here and fish our banks dry of hall-
but  No Canadian ccaupany it is said,
can compote, fcr tite people who are
carrying on the fishing hera vountrol
the oy market tor the fish in east-
orn aAmerica, so the feleral giweru-
ment have issued a speclal permit to
allow the New England Fish company
to fisit to their hearts’ content in the
rich waters of Queen: Chyrlotte Sound,
in this province, ana ship their product
to Buston in bond. It 18 a big thing
for Canada’e railway, the Canadi-
an racifie, for the fish are carried di-
rect across the continent in refriger-
sttor cars, and it 45 a good thing for
tho fishermen, as they nccessarily om-
ploy u farge number of wmen and pay
thiem well. In fact outside the un-
pleasant impressiun that the pecple of
British Columbia bave that thoe Yan-
kees are tapping our natural resqurces
ana may fish our halibut banks dry
the New Eugland company with thelr
line of halibut stoamors are weicome
winter visitors in cur midst and make
fooa traunsient citizens, as they spend
gvery cent, they can mnongst us. Re-
cently the first steameor of the season
arrived” at Vancouver with twenty
tons of halibut, caught in the Queen
Charlotte Sound In ony day. They
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were unfoaded, fced ana sent cast on
tho day they arrived here.

A Traveller’s Experience.

A commercial traveller of many
years' standing, wrote ag follows re-
cently to the Chicago Inter-Ocean:

“I have travelled tweonty years and
never missed a season. 1 have been
married elght yoars and only spent

one Christmas with my wife. But I
would rather be a travelling suales-
man thav a lawyer or a doctor.

Perhaps It is true that to succeed in
apything a man must prefer that
thing. I I am to be guided by my
own experience, there are also other
essentials to even a reasonable suc-
cess.  Kunow your gootls, know  your
market, know your customers. Work
by day and travel by night. Xeep
your digestion and your temper even.
Keep your eye clear and your hand
steady, and tell your customers .the
truth—not fairy stories, not even
‘good storles.”

‘“The commercial traveller whao car-
ries a pistol, a pack of cards, n Lottle
of whiskey and w'box of cigars in a
satehel doesn’t hold out. Asa type he
is rapldly disappearing. The country
merchants have become educated be-
youd him. Goods are no longer sold
on friendship. They must have mer-
its of thelr own and they must be of-
fered for sale at the right time. Aun-
ticipation is half the battle. In the
development of the country the part
piayed LY commercial travellers is
rarely consldered. Yot it I8 & most
important one. But It is a great
deal easier to go out and do i thing
than it is to tell how it is done.

“Ingtead of the commercial travel-
ler's work beiung a plcturesque spree.
with good stories. good cigars aund
perpetual parlor car S:ats. 1t is, altor
all. governad by exactly the same
rules as those Ahich regulate any
other business. T2 Is the middle man
between the sz2iler atd  the buyer,
aml he must command the respect of
each of them. In ovler to do this
he can't well avoidl being truthful,
courteous and polite. Instead of loaf-
ing. drinking and exchanging jokes
with the people along his route, he
muss work hand each day. say one
town a Jay. and travel by nights to
the next stopping place. It is hardly
necessary to sy that he must feel
well and keep well to be able to do
this and his digestion must be equal
to almost any kil of food he finds.

“If my own experience i8 of any
value to young Mmen who may think
of siarting out in this business. they
are welcome to jt. I hegan on the
road about the ‘time I reached my
majority: alrearly 1 had served ause-
fal apprenticeship in the retail trade.
Why was that useful ? Because y»ou
can't sl pgools uhless you know
them: yov can't convince a customer
uniess you can answer hiz questions
and anticipate his objections. There
is no use wasting time In trying to
made friends with ‘him unless you can
s>l him goolds. Drinking with him
anl telling him gocd stories doesw's
connt for much nowalavs. It’s more
an ) more siraight goods and stralght
business.”
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