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It was anticipated that the develop-
mwent of the taluable mining industry
of the Lake of the Woods district
woul¢ have the effect during 1897 of
producing a “boumy” in property und
business in Rat Portage. It did, but
the ‘“boom’ was hot accomplished vy
any of the objectionable features
usually the first thing to be noted
during or after the boom time. ‘With
Itot Portage the advance of property
was strictly in aceord with real valae.
The extension of business was only
such as Increasing trade would war-
rant. The amount o! bullding don2
i1 the eeaton of 1897, while almost
plienomenal, wad remarkable for the
quality azd class. Business Ublocks
of stone and brick, which would grace
a metropolis, an up-to-date opera
holse, private residences fit for the
l1uest, summer cottages on theislands,
and at least one new steamer that
weuld compare favorably with any un
the great lakes. 'Thig iIs & rouzh
draft of the fmprovements, the total
value of wiich may have been equalled
in amount by some other city in Can-
ada duriag the same period, but the
value, comparing the size of towus,
certainly was not anything like equal-
jed eolsowhere. The Rat Portage
finer of Nov. 18, fixed the amount ex-
pended io bullding and improvements
at three-fourths of a million dollns
and gave a partial list of the build-
fngs aud works erected.

One of the finest blocks erected was
the Robinson & Brydon block, bulld
of stone and most handsomely finished
inside and out. Part of it is cccunied
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by the Imperfa) Bank and thelr quar-
ters are probably the best {n the west.
Another neat little block fs that built
by the Cltizens' Electric and Telephone
Co., part of which Is occupied by the
“ery complete offices and  central
agency of the company. The man-
nger {s Mr. J. A. McCrossan, & speceial-
fst—""crank,"” some say-in electrical
matters.

{le has'made o great suecess of the
company's business, and Rat Portage
and IKeewatin have a most efficlent
light and telephone service. ‘The cen-
tral telophone exchange and the
switch boards of th: electric light
system ave fnstalled in the block, The
latter are the very latest type of ap-
plinnces and the manager has the
whole plant under control within
rench of his office desk. 'The power
is generated by the old H. B. water-
power, near the rallway bridge.

Messrs. Bowman & Earngey, pub-
Jishers of the Miner, wlo ozcupy the
other half of the new bullding, are
new men in the towwn, Mr. Bowman
belng an American journalist of wide
reputation and Mr, Earngey being an
Ontario man “just out.” Ile was for-
merly in charge of o printing office
under the Ontario govarnment at the
Industrial school, Mimico. The largest
block erected this past year is the
new opera house block, erected at
large cost and made as good as the
best. The front part of the block
is utilized as a hotel. Ar. XLouis
Hillard, proprletor of the Hilllard
Houge, is the builder of the opera
house and runs his hotel also. He also
added considerably to the Hilliard
House last year. $Shaw’s hot?l is an-
otlior large three-story brick Dblock
erected near the depot. The Drowry
block, Oddfellows  hall, Gardiner blovk,
A. S. Horswill’'s new block are all new
Dbulldings and are only a few of them.
The Clougher block was entirely re-
modeled and improved. Campbell
Bros. now have their stotk of grocer-
ieg, ete., in it. Numerous private resi-
dences were erected, and almost every
business place in the town was im-
proved in some way. Acquaties at
Rat Portage received guite a "“boom”
through the location of the world's
champion oarsman, Jake Gaudaur,
there last year. In partnership with
John XKennedy, also of Oriliia, Ont.,
they took over the management of
the Russell Ilouse, a fine hotel with
location near ‘the Jake.

The Tludson’s Bay Co. has a large
handsome douwble store, occupying a
fine stone block. John R. Bunn is
manager. The Rat Portage Hard-
ware Co., C. E. Neads, manager, has
as large a retail hardwlare stock as
one could find in a large city. The
requirements of mining, sawmilling,
Jumbering, shipping, and fishery in-
dustries necessitate a2 most varied and
complete assortment. Jas. Shipton is
also in the hardware business and
though not g0 long established, §s
building up a fine trade. Jacob Hose
is the oldest hardware merchant. e
carries a large stock and has a well-
established trade. Cuampbell Bros..
Partington, and J. W, Pickett are the
leading grocers. A. S. Horswill has
opened a commission house for the
handling of produce of all kinds, fruits,
ete., in a Jobbing trade. [Fisher &
Co., late of Port Arthur, have. been
established for some months as whole-
sale and retail commission -agents,
handling farm and dairy produce,
flour and feed, hay, ete. A. Macdon-

ald, wlholesale groceer, Winai-
peg, has also a supply ‘ware-
house here. ‘The ™hutchers have

most elnborate shops for a town of
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the slze of Rat Portage, and consjder-
Ing that all their goods are imported,
the display they miake 18 very credit-
able. G. A. Kobpuld' I1s the ploneer of
thie trade, and has a nice brick store;
I1. Hellofs ls another butcher of more
recent establishment; Gibson & Hook
are @ third firm. They bLullt & fine
brick shop last summer and ritted up
with plate glass  windows, marble
counters, ete. J. B. Gardiner is a
blg general merchant, carrylng a
large stock and outfivting in large
quantities for miners and others,
Smith & Co. have nlso a large general
stock in two departments. Other
dry goods firms ware H. E. Hallett,

Patton & Young, McKinnon & Co.
and B. Shragge. In the fur-
niture trade are Rideout &

Davidson and lorne & Taylor, the
latter having .bought out the XK.
TFurniture Co., of whicit ex-Mayor
Barites wasg' manager. Some of tho
hotels  have beem noted in passing
over improvements and bullding. Be-
sides those mentioned there are the
Queen's owned by W. G. Cnmeron, and
Drewry's hotel owned by Mr. George
Drewry, who has also a wholesale
Hquor Dbusiness. Both these gentle-
men are prominent in advancing the
interests of the town; they have been
here a long time and have considerable
interests In mining, the development
of which in the district they have
ench been willing to help along. Mr.
Drewry is president of the board of
trade, and has been very energetic
in bringing forward the merits of
Lake of the Woods mining industry.

The fishing industry in the Lake
of the Woods and contiguous waters
is largely in the hands of the Norman
Fish Co., Hugh Armjbtrong, manager.
But fishing has been overdorie in the
pust, s0 i5 not as important as it
should be. Mr. Armstrong’s company
hns o, small fleet on the lake and
does quite o trade. The general

freight and passenger carrying trade

of the Inkes not only on regular routes
but special trips in the way of ex-
cursions or to particular points, such
as taking supplies to miners and pros-
pectors is assuming large proportions
and. has had the effect of rapidly in-
creasing the number of craft on the
lake. The Keenora, a fine boat, was
bhuilt last year for the Tort Frances
trip. The steamer Clipper and a
lnrge number of smalleg vessels were
also bullt. Then there s the Brydges
line of steamers plying regularly on
the lakes.

The pleasures of living beside and
enjoying an outing on the water at-
tract many to Rat Portage yearly
who have no serious business other
than having a  thoroughly good
time, and they usually get it. Many
westerners have regular summer es-
tablishments here, where they and
their families spend the holiday season.
This summer visitor traffic is growing
year)y and Is helping Rat Portage in
morg ways than one. ‘The business
done in supplies is an item, and then
one connot come within halling dis-
tance of Ral Portage without falling
o vietim to the mineral habit—or vice.

The purpose of this letter is not to
tolk of mines and minerals for the
writer Is delighted to say he knows
nothing of either. Stil a reference
to Rat Portage is incomploete withs
cut o wora as to mining. very one
is familiar with the history of John
I, Caldwell and the Sultana mine—

-when I say everyone, I mean cvery-

on¢ who hag ever heard of Rat Port-
age and everyone who knows anything
of gold mining. Well the history of
Jno. F.Caldwell ang tlie Sultana minae



