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RAT PORTAGE.
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SARATOGA.

It ivau anticIpated tijat tise develop-
tuent of the taiabie milning lssdsstry

0f tise LÀke of tise Woods district
1VouIl have tic effeet dsrIng 1897 of
produesxsg a "bociii" in proDerty andsc
buîsiness in Rat Portage. It did, lait
tiso "boom"' was;nfot arconiîplsesl 0>Y
apiy of tise objeetiosiable features
usualiy tise f irst tlslng te be nioted
during or alter tise boom time. *ltli
Itot Portage tise advance of property
irak strIctiy us accord %vltls reai valute.
Tihe oitension of business %vas only
6sici as lnecasing trade ivoulci ivar-
rtint. Tise amotirit o! buildi1ng dong
1i1 tie zeton of 1897, wivsle almogt
pileitosbnnia, wafi remnark-abie for tise
qUality a::- eIaISS. BuIsinessg bloCkS
or stone and brick, whicili would grace
a metropolis, an up-to-date opera
isob.se, private residlences fit for tise
fiuist, sumumer cottages on tise aslanJs,
and! at ieast one new steamer tisat
wvculd compare favorably with any u>n
tisa great lakes. Tils la et roug-i
draft of the iniprovements, tise 'total
value of %rllie may have been equallad
in nenount by soine other city in Can-
.ada durlng tise saine period, but the
value, comparing tise nize ni tovitis,
certainiy waa not assytliing like equsal-
led elsowhiere. Tise Itat Portage
Aflner or Nov. 18, fixed tise amount ex-
pended ln building anù linprovernents
at three-fourths of a million dollars
and garve a pârtial it of the bulid-
Sagu aud works ereeted.

One of the finest blocks erected ives
tlip Robinson &- Brydon block, built
of atone axnd most handsosssely finili-d
Inside anci out. Part of It la occuled

by tise iperial B3atik ansd tîsei. quair-
tcors are probabIV tise beilt fl the wtF3t.
Another neat littld! bIockc la tisat lîsilit
bY tise Citizeitis Eiectric and Teieffiosse
Ce.. part of %çisicii IN eccupled In, thse
-Qry conspiete offices and centrali
agcuscy et tise eonipasy. Tito usanu-
itger la Ufr. J. A. McCrofsaa, a 8peciiii-
lut-"erank," soune ay-i eluctrienl
suatters.

Al1e lî saeta grent, asceas of the
r'Oiunay'8i business, asid Ratt Portage
fand ICZcowatili iave5 a ,,ost efficienlt
fliglt sînd telephosse service. Tite colt.
trot teinepholse oxcliauge nd tise
swltci boards of tii electric 11li t
sYsteni are Instaiied liu tise block. Mise
latter are tise very isitoat type of ap-
pliances and tis1e manager lias the
lviole plant tender cotitrol iv!tiis
reciscl oflis office desk. Tie power
ls generatcd by tise oili H. B. wvater-
pewer, near tise raliiy bridge.

àfcssrs. 1îownian & Earnigey, pubs-
lisser- i ftse Miller, vriso ot-cupy tise
Otîser hsalf of tise newv bulIding, aire
sseW men ln tise tonWii, Mfr. Bovitsais
beissg ais iinciecn jourîsalist, of ide
reputattiot nd 3fr. Earitgey being aut
Osîtarlo Mina "mst out.'* lie 'vas fer-
meriy lis charge of a prrinthig office
uender tiset Ontario goittrtixuett at tise
Ilustrial scîsool, 2,lilco. Tise largest
block ereeted titis pnst year is tise
new opera lieouse bloLk, erecteti at
large coat and smade as good aIs tise
beet. Tise front part et tise blocsk
is lîtiîized als at lotel. UNI. locuis
iIlilliarci. proprletor of tise H-iliiard
Hionne, fi; tie >ulildor o! tise opera
liouse and ras ls liotel also. Ile also
added eonslderalIY to tise Ililliard
Mluse iast yens'. saw'S lîotl ls an-
otiser large tire--toryv brick blo2k
erected near tise depot. Tale Drewry
biock, Odýlielliiws- hall. Gardiner bio--k,
A. S. -Hor&wi's uow-i block are ail lie%%
bsuildings and are only a feiv of tîsh.
Tise Clougier blocke îvas psstirely re-
nîodeied ansd Iisproved. Camspbell
Bras. nsoir have tiseir sto2k of grocer-
les, etc., lis It. ýKtsmerous privitte rest-
doucees were ereted, aaid aisuost i-mory
business pince la tise towis ''asý Isu-
prei'ed lis soine way. Acquattes at
Ra.t Portage receiv&i quite a "boom"
tirosgit the location o! tise %orld's
champion onrsuuan, Jake <lauidaur,
tiiere fat year. -li parrtsserslslp wlts
Jouan Kennedy, also of Orillia, Ont..
tisey took over tise mnauageuicnt of
tise Ruissell lIeuse, a fisse isotel ivitit
locations near tise lake.

Tie ¶ludsou's Bay C. lias a 'largp
indsonîc double store, occupyirsg at

filse atone block. John IL Bunn la
muanauger. Wie Rat Portage lHard-
ware Co., C. E. Ncads. msanger, lias
ass large a retail liawdilare stock a
aise cossid find la a large clty. Tise
reqisiressessts of mnilng, saivinillling,
iuusberitsg, slîlpplng, and fisisery le-
dustries necessit.ate a iinost varieti nd
conmplote alssortuseit. -Tas. Sîsiptoni IN

aelatise hardware btsssilessad
tsolgis fot Fo long estrbilid. la
building up n fine 'trade. Jacob> Hoa
la tise oidest hardware nuercîsast. Rie
carnies a large bT»oe1 asic! lins e !-
estabhlsicd trade. Camuupbell Bros.,
Pssrtlngton, aud J. W. Piekett are tise
ieading grocers. A. S. I{orsiwiil lias
opecssd a commission bsouse for tise
lianturing of preduce of ail kinda, f ruits,
etc., la a jobblng trade. Fishser &
Ce., late e! Port Artisur, have. beaus
establiasied for some montlîs as wrisoie-
sale usnd retail comminssion -agenîts,
iiandllng farai and dairy lyrodsice.
f louir anti feod, lsay, etc. A. 3.Lfaedon-
nid, -Mllolosaie groïier, WlVin-
peg, lias also a sssppiy wvare-
liotsse lsere. Ilise bateiers hsaxe
uuost eiftborite abolis for a town et

tise silze of Rtat Portasge. ansd coisider-
11sg tiet nli tieir geods are lsuportod,
the dlsplay tisey uunske Ili very credit-
libre. G. A. Ioillatise pioncer of
tise trade. asitd lias a uilce brick store;
Il. Ilelii It assotiter bisteiser ef more
ree'Mt e-stabii.ssnstst; Giusosi & }feok
,ere a. thIsrd firn. Tlsey iasilt at fine
bîrick abolis inst simulser anti fitted tii)
witit iete glasés wiî mwnarble
Mosentera, etc. J. B. Gartiuser la et
big gesserai nîerchsalst, earryllg n
large stock nd osstflertlîg ls largc
illsllntities for nuliser» anic otisers3.
Siastis & CO. have W80s at large gonoral
stock Iii tîvo idepArtnu,,nts.OUr
(Iry,. geoda; fins,' sire J-. 1.. 1llaliett,
P'attons & yosusg, . 3lcKissoil & Co.
stuc! B. Sliragge. 111 tise fier-
iîlture trade tire Riffeosît &
Darvidsost isid Hfone & Tatylor, tise
latter hisîng .bougist otît tise 'K.
]?ssruitustre Co., or vislch ex-fyor
Blaries wasl mniaiger. Some or tise
Iliteis hsave beezn isetei li passssg
ouci' lisprovemnuts asic! buildhing. Bfe-
sies tisose me*stioneti tisere are tise
Queeit's ewised by '%. G. C'anuroîs, sutd
Drewvry's isetel oivned by Mfr. George
Drewvry, wîo lias auso a whsoleNaie
1iqîsor bussiness. Betii tisese gentle-
mns are promilsent lai advalsclng tise
listerests of tise towxs; tisey have beexi
iserc a long tizue andc ]lave coissidenîmble
interests nlisnssg. tise doiveiopslnt
of wlulcii lit tise istrict tiiey ia-ve
ettei been Nvilling te ielp aiessg. Mfr.
I)rewry la presidesst ef tise board of
tradle. nîsd lias been very energette
ta lîringing forivar( tise nelérits ef
Lake su! tise Woods mliiiig Industry.

Tise flsiîing lidub'try ii tise Lalce
of tihe Woodls amdc contiguons wvaters
la largeiy lu tise saxuds of tise Normals
Mlis Co., Hlîsi Armptrong, mianager.

But fislling lias, becîs overdone ln tue
pst, lie la fot as Important as It
siiould be. 3fr. Armstrong'a company
iistt l. susail fleet on tise lakte sand
dues eslutte ft trade. Tise geisnrl
,freigbit and passonger carrylng trado,
(if tise lattes net oniy on regular routes
bust special trIpa lu tue ivay of ex-
cuirsicits or to particîsiar points. suds
ils takii- supspies tei minens and pros-
pectons t? iiSsumiiug large Preportiosu
utndý lias liad tise effeet of napily la-
creasusg tise isunber of cm! t on tise
isîke. Tise Keenora, a fisse boat, iras
hlîît Sast year fer tise Fort Frances
tril). Tise steamenr Clîpper and a
large unber o! smna1ilq 'n1esacis %ere
aise bilit. Tiien tisere IN tue lrydges
lineocf steamers plyissg regsslarly ou
tihe lakes.

Tise pleissures of living beside and
eiijoyissg ais ontlag on tise irater at,
tract mnsîy te Rat Portage yearly
Nvise sa;ve ne serions business otiser
tîsat liavning a tliorosigisy good
time, andc tiey, ustsally get It. Many
ivesternens isave îegular summer es-
t.abilismnts bore, wisere tlsey and
ihseir familles spende tbc lioliday eason.
Titis sunsmer visiter traf! le la gnowling
ycarl3 and Is hlfilng Rat Portage ln
morc wsiyb tîsan one. Tise business
donc in enppiies la jais Item, aud zîsea
elle cannot coine within lsalng (lis-
tance of IBat J'ortage wIthsont falllng
P'. victine te tise lauinerai habit-or vite.

The purpose of tieis letter la usot tu
tau]k of nîliseli aud minerais for the
mnnriter la deilgisted to say lie knows
nothsing o! eitiser. Stili a reference
to Rat Portage la Iucoîsspioe iits-
<-ut a wors as to mining. LRvery oe
K- fanlihiare wltii tise hIstoe of JTohn
P. Caldwell andi tIse Suitana mine-
,wlieu 1 Say everyene, 1 ineail overy-!
oaaq wlso isap cver lieard ert Rat Port-
aige and averyone wIvto kisows anythlnz
of geid mlnlng. Well tue hlstory of
Juo. F. Caldwell asic tie susitana îixsQ


