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Montreal l}rocary—idarkat.

The sugar market is without any now
features of note, oxcopt that probably the
fechug in raws abroad is somewhav easier
than a weok agon. Locally busiuess is very
quiet, the demand boe ounly, for small lots,
owing to the fact that large buyersare pretty
well stocked up for the present.  The tune of
the markey, however. 13 steady, aad prices
aro well maintained at 84c to o for grauulat-
od as to quartity, and 83 to 8jc for yellows.
as to quality, at the factcry.

The market for syrups bas shown signs of
weakness of Jate, uwing to the accumulation
of stock ; and. in order to induce business. 2
reduction in prices has taken place with re-
cent sales of si.all lots at 1§ to 1geyerlb,
as to quality, at the factory.

The molasses markot shows no material
change from a week ago. The feeliog is
steady aad holders as a rule show no dis-
positicn to shade prices in order to aflect
sales. Thero has been a fair enquiry, but
the amount of actual business-done is small.
Inregard to the sale of 200 puncheons of
Bartadoes' reported in these columns last
woek. the price should have been 28lc. and
the 100 puncheons oi" Antigua was p'aced /v
241s. This wedk sales of scme small lots of
Purto Rico are repurted at 27342, We quote
pure Burtado-s at 28 to 281c, mixed ut 26c
to 27¢. Porto Rico at 27ic, and Antiqua at
24lc to 230,

I't e dmand {or rice continues of a limited
character ou account of the fact thas jobbers
have amile- stock on hand for the pri.ent.
aund until such 18 worked off little activity i3
lovked forward to. The market is very firm
in sympathy wicth the strong advices, and
prices are unchanged. We quote: Crystal
Japan, $3t085.25; standard B.. £$3.70; Patna
3150 to 83.25; Caroliva, $6.750 to 87.75;
choice Bermudu, 84, and Java kinds, 81 35.

There continues to bo & good dewand for
Maracaibo coffee, which is still very scarce
on spot. and the market in consequence for
this grade was much stronger, avd prices
have advanced e per 1b, to 18¢c. 'Wa quote:
Maracaibg,.18:; Santos, ¢ to 16¢; Rio] 152
to 16c; and Mocha, 24c to 23c.

The situation of the tea market iz strong,
and stocks at present are probably the small-
est for many years past. The gereral
opinion of the trade is that the prespects are
encouraging for still higher prices iun the
nesr future, The demand during the past
wes k ha3 been fair, and quite a fow fair sizad
lots have changed hands on local account, in-
Audang one lot of 800. packages of Japan at
15+, and onio Jot gf Cnina blacks at 10 to 12,
At anction yesterdsy: some 1,500 to 2,000
rackages of Japans and blgeks, which were
damnaged by rmole and water at the recent
firc on St, Petor street, were put up for sale.
Tho attendance of buyers was large, ard tho
bidding was brisk, contequently the prices

are being rapidly reduced

GHRISTMAS GOODS!

. If you have not already ordered, do so at once. as stocks

Most of the fine goods are sold. .

‘W still have a tair range ot popular low priced lines.
Fancy Boxes of all sorts, Toys, Musical Instruments,

Dolls, Books, Boy's and Girl's Owrn Annual, Toy Bceoks, etc.
Letter orders receive careful attention.

The Gonsolidated Stationery Co., Limited

41 PRINCESS STREET, WINNIPEG, MAN.
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realized were considored very satisfactery; in
fact. ic is stated that somo lots of Japaus sold
at 16Jc which is 3¢ more than what thesame
grade of tea is offered on the market at in
perfact-coudition.

There continues to bo a fair jnbbing busi-
ness done in most of the leading lines of
canned gonds, ‘I'ha fecling in lobsters and
Frouch surdines is firm and the recens risoin
ptices is fully maintaived. There isafair
enquiry for mackerol, but this article is
exceedingly scarce and prices are firmly held
The following are jobbers prices:—Lobsters.
$£9.00 to $1000 per cese; French savdines,
extra brands, $10.25> to 811.00; ordioary
brondz, $3.00 to §9.00; Cauudiar brauds,
81.25; salmon, 81.30 to $1.40 per dezen;
mackorel. $1.25; tomatces, 70 to ?5¢; corn,
65¢ to Toc; marrow-fat peas, 7c to 8U; baked
beans, 8tb,. $1.25 to $1.30; reaches. $1.90 to
$2 ; strawherries, $2 t0 $2.25; raspberries, $1,
75 10 '$2; pineapples, 8175 to 82, avd Jib,
apples; 63c to 70c.—Gaze'te.

United States G:0ps.

The December returns to the Washington
Dasrartment of Agriculture show a consi er-
able improvement in the condition of the
cmton crop as compared with the last report.
The total crop is estimared at 7,161,094 bales.
'he returns for tho mouth of Decembur re-
Jate chidfly to the average farm price of the
various products of agriculture on the first
day of the month. The farm price of corn:

| asindicated averages 21 4, againsat 23 8 las-

vear. Average price wheat, 727, azawst

. 50.9 last year; of rve, 40.8. azainst 44 last

year; of oats, 18 6, against 19 9 last year; of
barley, 82.2, against 88.7 last yoar; of buck-
whent, 89. 1, agaiost 45.2 last year: of
potatces, 23.7. against 26.6 last year; leaf
tabacco, per lb,, 6.Cc, against 0.9c last year.
Hay, per ton. 6.5!, against 8835 Jast year.
Cottou, per lb., 6.6¢, against 7.6 last year,
The condition of winter wheat on December
1st averaged for the country 99 5 per ceut.,
against 81.4 in 1893, 89 in 1891 and 9L.5in
1893. Tho returrs make the acerage of
winter wheat just sown 105.2 per cent, of the
aven harvested in 1836. ''his estimat: makes
thearea sown for tho harvest of 1897, 28,985, -
470 acres.

Grow's Nest Coal Fields.

A British Columbia paper the Denver
Ledge, says: * When the Crow’s Nest Pass
railwayp is bailt it will open a market for
‘thousands of acres of coal Jands, and the
public would like to know how it is that

- pr.speetors cannot got in and take up sime

of these rich-depusits. Tho reason is as fol-
lows: Fcr years past various land improve-

- ment, railway and sanal charters have been

issued to companies, principally composed

of Victoria men. for this section of the goun-
try. TLind grants wore attached to the
scoomes for holding valuable lands that
shoi.ld bo opon to the people. Thase nom-
pabies are | ractically dead and nothing has
been done to entitle a fow men to sucha
valuable monopoly. Itis trae that a canal
with 2 hig laud graut actachment was dug
bat it is now filled with water. Wp peotest
against giving such o honacza as tho Crow's
Nest Pass to men whe hold some kind of a
charter upon which nothing hus ever been
done to earn these valuable lands. They be-
long to the peuple and if land -grabbers are
allowed to shut everybody out it will b an
outrago that sbould not be permitred by the
free and untrammeled citizens of this great
aud %lor'mus coun ry. Whake up. people and
See that you get yourrights in this matter.

Boots and Shoes and Leather, -

Oane of our leading leather dealers stated
that he did not anticipato any increasein
the volume of business until after New Year,
&3 boot aud shoe men Lought pretty hberally
some time ago, and aro consequently not
pressed for stuck. “I'he only sale we hear of
i3 a lot of abeus 700 sides of No 2 menufac-
turet’s svle at 2le. Montreal prices are:
No. 2 mauufacturers’ssolo 21 1022¢; jobbers'
sole 22 to 2fc¢; slanghter sole, 23 to 250;
waxed uppor. 29 to 8ic; grained, 29 *0 31c;
buff, 11 to 124c; solits, 17 to 20: for Qutario,
aud 15 (0 18: tur Qiebec; pebblo. 11 to 180;
gluve, 10 to 12¢c. Dungula, 12 to 18¢ per foot;
sheepskius 8 to 7¢ per fuot; calfskins 18 to
20c¢ per foot.

Boot and shoe manufecturers are placing
more orders for spring goods, staple as well
as faney light wear. In fact, some of our
leading houses are quite satisfied with the
volume of new business, Sime houses, how-
ever, complaw of many orders, for staple
gouds, upon which an advauco had been made
ot 5 o 19 per cent., having b2en taken at old
rates. Romittauces coutiune fair for the
season.—Montreal Teade B alletin,

The Northwest Alimanac.

The cleventh annual numbér of the
Northwest Almanac has been published by .
The Martin, Bule & Wyune Co., wholesals
drugissts, Winnipeg, ‘I'se Almanac hasa

rew epgraved cover, and cats are given of .
the officers of the compauy aund the heads of -

the diffeient departments. A cut 1s also
given of the new bluck in Winnipeg, which
the company has receutly leased. Astron- -

o.uical aud other information of particular .

is.terest to the Wess is given. The almanac
is published in English, French, German and
Icelandic, and has a very large circulatiop
throughout Western Canada,



