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a pocket on Moresly Island iu the early fifties, and it S%
is supposed that a much greater quantity was allowed past
to be washed into the sea. Argentiferous galena bas mat
aiso been found on this Island, but no prospecting has veg
been doue. Very fair samples of rock were shown,
N-ative eopper exists on the west coast and is used by
the Indiaus.

A deposit of black clay siate, ont of whiehi the ilaida
ludians, who have their home on Qui4en Charlotte Is-(
lands, miake their stone figures, and ca'rve inany
artistie and iugenious desigus, is located near Skide-
gate, and apart from its usefuliiess to the Indians, mav ab]
yet be available as an article of commerce. sec

The waters- about Queeu Charlotte Islands abound pr
with fish of especially fine quality. The Japan cur- on
rents strike the Coast here, bringing with them nutriti- gi,
ous fish food, and as a cousequeuce the fish of the is
uorthern waters are larger, fatter and in every way hia
superior to those further south. The principal econo- in
mie species occupyiug these waters are dealt with else- dE
where. e

The elimate of Queeni Charlotte Islands is miueh ai
better than that of the mainland in the samne latitude, si:
the moisture being greatly less, and in the spring vege-
tation is about three weeks in advance. There are no c(
summer frosts. Oats ami barley and ail vegetables do oi
well. Apples have been tried at Skidegate. Cherries ni
and all small fruits are suceessfully grown. Summer a
exteuds from April to November.

FORT SIMPSON.
This place, upon which the eyes of railwav men and

speeulators have been for somne timie resting, is situated
at the head of Dixon's entrance, and has, iu the opinion
of naval mnen, one of the finest harbors iu the world.
Lt is directly.connected with the ocean, is tive miles
long and three miles wide.- Wheu the Hudson's Bay
Co. established itself on the Northern Coast, a brig wvas
sent ont to explore in order to locate a depot of easy
access. Capt. Sim pson, commander, of the vessel, after
surveyiug the whiole coast thoroughly, and notwith-
standing that a depot had already been establishied at
the Naas Estuary, recommended Fort Simpson as
headquarters. This was in 1831, and the busifiess was
done direct with Fort Vancouver and London. lt is
still headquarters for the northern trade. Fort Sinmp-
son bas a good deal lu its favor as a candidate for the
terminus of a second transcontinental railwa.y. In
Sandford Fleming's report of 1879, this route is strong-
ly recommeuded, and it is stated that a locomotive
between Fort Simpson and Edmonton would be equal
in drawing power to three betweeu Port Moody and
Calgary.

At Fort Simpson cherries and small fruits are grown
and peas, oats, flax and grasseg' Three tons of timothy
hay have been grown to the acre.

At Fort ilazieton, on the Skeena,oats amtid barley and
vegetables are grown suceessfully, Tomnatoes ripen il,
the open air.

The islaud adjacent to Fort Simpson are timbered
aloug the' shores, priucipally with cedar and spruce.
The Tsimpseau Peninsula, upon which Fort Simpson
and Metlakahtla are situated, is an extensive moor,
eovered with moss, owing to the humid' climate, capa-
ble of drainage, and wherever reclamation has been
attempted the land has proved fertile.

The Skeena is navigable to Hazletou, and the Hud-
sou's Bay Co's steamer Caledonia made the first success-
fultrit nu 1891. With a little more attention by the
Dominion Goveramneut to this river navigation would be
greatly improved. 0

5outheasterly is a vast expanse of agricultural and
ýtoral land, possessing a healthful and excellent cli-
,e suitable for the cultivation of the lhardy cereal8,
a-etables and fruits and for stock raising.

THE TIMBER INDUSTRY.
NE of the principal sources of we.alth on theDCoast is its great timber resources. iL 'is

difficuit to estimate the nuniber of feet avail-
le now, but before the best timber is exhausted the

tond rate will have grown into a supply equal tO the
esent, if flot debtroyed in clearing the country. Not
-ly the extent of the timber, but its size and quality

ive value to the timber limits of the Coast, to which it
prineipally confined. Immense quantities, however,
ave been destroyed by tire. In fact, the whole of th e
terior has been denuded of its best timber, and a good
.al on or near the Coast has thus bieen destroyed. No
stimate of this loss eau be made, but it might not be
.miss to, put it down at a sum equal to the value of the
,pply now on band.
The bulk of the best timiber limits is found on Van-

,ouver Island, New Westminster district, up the Iilets
f the Coast as far as Knight's Inlet, and on the islands
midway between, notably Thurlow, Croeow, Valdez
ind llarwick, upon which. is situated the famous Bickly
Bay logging camp.

The ehief timber is mnade up of 1)ouglas Fir (A. DogU
glasii), cedar (Thuja qligantea,), hemlock (Ts;Uga2
nertensiana) spruce, (_picea sitc1Îen.sis). rrhese at pre-
sent constitute (if we except the henilock>, the timiber
of commerce, but there are found also, speaking Of'
Vancouver lIsland and the mainland coast as far nord'
as Fort Rupert, mnaple, aider, white piuue, someY~
and crabapple and a littie oak on the soutlmern end Of
Vancouver Island, ail of whichi enter more or less jflt0
the manufacture of house tinishings and furniture.
Maple and aider are botu valuable woods and white
pine, but are not found iu any large quantities.

The largest body of valuable timber is founid 01,
Vancouver Island in the southern part, princiPahlY
located and runniug up the valîcys of C owichfUn, Che1il-
ainus, Nanaimo, 14'nglishmian's, Little MalicuM, 1Big
Malicum, Comox, Oyster, Camupbell, Salmon, Adaifl8
and Nimkish rivers and Frenchi Creek and Black ('reek
and other streams and tributa ries of the foregoillg.
On the west coast the principal timber is in the Aiberni'
Valley, where some large timber limits have beel
located. The rest of the timber is very mueli brokefi
up. A good deal of cedar and spruce is intersperscd
in all this, but it is mainly tir. The spruce is founid
largelv in swanupv places and in the dlelta districts and
attains as large a circuinference as 44 feet, but is Dot
so tall as Douglas tir. Lt is one of the miost useful Of
timbers, but in this province is largely used for salmoil1
boxes. The red cedar is found usually about thr3c
miles or so from the Coast, aud attains enormous prO-
p)ortions iu some instances from 50 to 75 feet in cir,
cumference at the root. Economically, it is one of the
most useful of woods for inside flnishings, shingles,
posts and what not, its utility being greatlv enla rged
by its wonderfnl durability. Lt is the greatest friendt
of the settler, who eau turu it to a -great var!ietv of uses.-
D)ouglas tir is, cf course our forest king, beiug majes-
tic in proportions, clear of imperfections and useful for
ahl construction purposes, where strength and durabilitY
are required. It attains a height sometimes of 300
feet and a circumnference of 50 feet, but the best aver-


