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BEARING FRUIT.
Tite influence of tho reccut retailerb' con-

vention ie aiready nsaking itseilf tait It %vas
recognizcd at the Winnipeg meeting tisat the
hopo ot the marchants wouid bo ini scctirifg tho
organizatien of local associations in cacli coin-
merciai comnuity to work in lsurmony with
the hecad association, lu this îray it is bopcd
the referins desired may bo csrried ont. Tho
firat report of the formation ot a local associa-
tion cornestroankMinnedosa. he business men
of that place hcid a meeting to receivo the
report çf tho delegates to the WVinnipeg con-
vention. Those prescrnt expressed their ploasure
ut tho work accomplisbied at the convcntion,
and it iras tho gencral belief that mtsch goo.l
wonid resuit. A local association %ras resolved
upon, officers wero ected, andi a committee
appointedl te prepRro by-iaws. A committeo
,vas aise appointed to confer with other local
associations te ho formed] at other towus in the
district. This is a î'ery irise stop, as it is
necessary lu order ta secure barmonious action,
that local associations in the saine district
should uuderstand each other. A resolution
wss unauiîuously passedl as rolloirs :

"Tbat ire, tise marchants o! the town et
Mininedosa, unaninîously endorse the recoin
inondations nîadti by the rotait dessiers' con-
vention, held aet Winnipeg, anti pledge ourï?eives
to carry ont said recoin qend ations and support
tise Winnipýg board of trade aud tho retail
dealera-' association lu sny effort wîtib rnay ho
made ta arnend the e-xemption sets and oitsslu
an equitable aud just abse,,sinent of nmercantile
stock snd te accore reasonable insuranco rates

by the orgnization et a baome companv, or
in'ducing companies nlot aiready doing business
iu Mdanitoba, te enter the tield ni tzke risks
indepenulent of the board ot undcrwritý rs."

It ivas aiso unaninonsly agrecd that three
inontis' tirne b>e the limît et credit te customers;
that the coupon systein ho adopted ; thiat the
prico paîd for butter be rcgulated by tihe whoie.
sale prico St place et market li;g; tisat ne butter
tubs bc given free te eustousers, snd that ne
butter ho talien ou due or past due accounts.

Regardiug butter, the Mînuxedosa a-isociation
it wili hoe seeu lia substantially adepteul the
recommeudations of the convention. £hîs is a
good begiuuing, aud if the other commercial
communities will now tolloir suit, the mecruhants
wiii bc wcil ergauized and able to give their
experieuces at the uext convention to ho held
lu the faîll By getting organized at once tIse
mrnrchants will gain much experienco which
they wiii bc able te preseut at tise next con-
voution. Tise local associations irili ho roally
the working bodies, aud unlcss tiiese are
orgauized, the usetulness et the conventiun
will ho largeiy lest. The ohject et the liead
association watt bo largely te discrnuatc
kuomîculge arng the mucinhe, sud outline
the general pulicy ef tise association, but tho
carryiug eut et that pehicy ivill devolve very
iargcly upen the local associations. A head
association is necessary, in order that thse saine
policy inay ho pursued ail over tue country, se
ar as local circumstauces wili permit. It is

tiierefore lu the iuterest of tîto trade that ne
tinoe ho lest iu organizing tue local associations,
sud that the linos laid demn at the convention
ho foiiowed as ciosely as possible, lu erder
te aveid auy clashiig baetaue differeut local
associations.

It le uccessary that eue peint shoculd hoe li-
prcssed upon masrchmants geîîorally. This la, te
strive te avoid feelings et local jealousies. lu
saine towiis such feelings exist botirecu diffea eut
dleaiers, sud mliat is equaily as bail, betireen
marchants lu differoent towns in the saino dis.
trit. Tiiese local jealousies arc the cause et
mnuci injury te business, sud ovory offert should
hoe made to avoid thoîn. The genoral conven-
tion, by briugiug inerchautsi together frein ail
parts et tho country, ivill do a good work lu
ielping te evercome thtis feeling. The local
association at Minuedesa, lu appoiutiug a cern-
mittee te conter witis tho inerchants et other
places lu the district, bas aIse made a good
movo iu tho direction et overcoming any
sectionad feelings wbich may exist lit that
district.

Thora iras nothiug done at the Winnipeg
convention miiich caunot bo treely coucurred lu
by local associations ail over tse country. Iu
regard te credit business, the convention simply
recernmended the adoption et the coupont
systom, sud the eurtailitient et credit duriug
the -Muter inoîîths. The recomnedations of
tue convention ceuccrning butter are simple and
reasonable. The butter season mill seau bo at
baud again, sud if the merchauts are te tako
advantageofe the suggcstions regarduug butter,
tiîoy will requiro te meot sud decide the
matter at once.

THE COUPON SYS1'E14
At thse late tonvention et retailers at Winni-

peg th3 coupon systoîn mas very fully discussed.
It is quito possible tbat the advantages ofthUe
systcrn însy have been overrated. Still the
apparent salvautages ce the systern are sncb
that its adoption is certainly advisablo, and it
le te ho hoped tise local asseciationîs ivil
endcaver te carry eut tbe recommeudatien et
tue convecntion regardiug tic adoption et thse
coupon sysýom gcucraliy thronghout tbecountry

rhe atilvantages claiied for tise coupon
hybtezn are iiupurtaiît lu their nature. It lias
been shemu that it saves a great deal et work
in beok-ke; ping ; it ie very simple, sud ensures
accuracy. A great deal le anuually lost te
storekeepers throngb errera lu book-keeping,
negect lu ciisrgiug up goods, etc. l'he coupon
systemn wiii ebviate this. The custorner gives

i bis note for, say $50, aud receives coupons lu
returu. Whieuever lie makes a purchase hoe
bauds back coupons te cou er tise arnunt. Very
littie book, kopiug 18 ucessry lu the arrange-
muent, sud as Lucre are ne goods te charge np
thoera wiil ho ne losses tbreugli neglect te enter
purchases upen the book. Thon there is thse
question ot disputcd acceunts, s Most auuoying
teature constantly prescrit with credit business.
But the coupe', systeru wiii do away wîith al
npleazantuess et this nature, fer their are ne

acceunts te cause disputes. Thse coupons show
tise arneuîît et purcisases accnrately sud there
is ne possibility et a îîîistake.

Again, a inerclînat wiii semetiines shlow a

custonier te obtain credit with the intention et
prevetsting tise acceuint trous astning any
conRiderablo proportion. But once a narns le
autoredl upon the books, it le a very diicuit
mattor te keep tise accounit demis. It wili
trequeiitly greatly exceed the original intentionas
et the tîserciir.ut beforohli eamvaro et t Under
tise coupon systein tho aineunt et tise acceunit 18
itnitcd %isen iL as opened, aud it cannot oxcoed
tue limuit fixeuspon without the know'lcdgof
the marchaut.

Anothor important advantage la that tise
storekeopor accores a note, insteaul et having an
open accesînt. Tho advaistageofe a note is, that
iL rnybbu sed as seurity. It turtiior centains
au obligation te psy at a statedl turne, wbereas
ais accouint la open. Thsis le a great advautage,
sud just bore ire may etato that lu adoptiug titis
systean thse userchauts sbould ondoavor te
inipress ispon their custoiners tisat tise obligation
containedl lu a note is net thoro for ernaîneut
bsst tisat it mueit hoe mot. It iras shows boyenul
a shadoir et doubt vit tho retailcr' convention,
tisat notes are tar preferablo tu open acceuuts.
A nuanher et tisose present reiated their exper.
lence with notes, versus accounts, sud tise
eviuience given sisewed clearly that thse anoumnt
paid iras double as unch ln the case et notes as
lu open accounts.

These a the principal advautages claimed
fer tise 2osipon systern. It must nos, bourerer,
hoe iuterred tat this systeis la the oniy tbiug
neccssary te retorin our mode et deiîsg business.
On thse contrary, it is enly su imprevemeut upon
the p.ýesent w.ay et doing business. It 15 the
first stop lu thse rigist direction, sud the end
mubt hoe kept stesdily ln vnom, uameiy; tii&t
the object is te reiluce credit businuess aud place
the trade et tue country upon a more solid Lusis.
Tho coupon systern is eue et the incaus wîrich
rnay ho madle use et ln attaiuing this endl.

Care wiii be rcquired lu givîug credit irits
coupons, just tise saine as irben goods arer
cisargeul te a rnuing accoust.L Iu tact it wiii
ho possible te abuse credit iu tisis wsy, as weil
as incharging goodslu tie ordinary may. Catre
mill thcretere ho necessary lu selccting dus.
terriers. MaIrchIants sheuîld aise endeavor te
obtaiu security from their custerners, wsu
tbey accopt a note lu psyrnent o! coupons. It
muet ho reineeibercdl tisat tise fariner is uîuaiiy
sheriff proof sud ho canuot ho torced te pay tise
note misea it isdue. The tiurner gives sccuîrity
for hie purchases et implemneuts, sowiug xn&ch
mnes, ergans, etc., wriy theretoe shouhl he not
give security for the siecessaries ef lite alsic
lie gets frein tIhe storekeeper? The geeds
suppiied thse farmner by the stertkeeper are thse
tiîings îuost necessary te tise 6xistence of thse
fariner, censequsentiy it woulul ho more naturel
te suppose tisat payrnent for these should forci
tise first dlaim upon hlm. On the con-
trary under thse proseut sysem, store buis are
about thse hast tisings paid for, sud the uacrciisit
is tise least pretectod et suy ef the tsmeWs
crediters. Merchants should thoeoore secre
theinselves8, msers tisoy accept notes lia payaent
et coupons.

Soine may say, Oh! this wili net do,'el,
weuld effaad aur custorners. Neuscese. bj
le sccornnodatud hy c"edit, tise ussrchaatr
or thse former ? Certainiy the fariner. Wbî,'
thon su ould tîse merchant bo atraid to lisi-
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