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THE COMMERCIAL

ACCORDING to tho Times, somc very fine
wheat has been offered iu the Brandou market.
duriug last week, but as most of the boyers had
ceased operations for the season, sellers were
ubliged to take 55¢ for it. Choico oats brought
16 to 17¢ with 15¢ as the raling price. A ship-
ment of 5,000 bushels was made to Regin,
Cattle have been offered frecly, but sales ware
slow, the market beiug overatocked.

TiE new time table came into force on the
C. P. R’y .on Suaday last, aund trains are now
run by the 24 o’clock system. The runniug
time has been materially shortened, a gain of
tive hours being made between here and Mont.
real, avd a greater. proportionate gain west.
ward. The new time system will be uzed on
the westera division ouly at first, and if found
satisfactosy will bz extended to the whole line.

After a long course of agitation it has been
arranged to re-adopt the carly-closing system
in Winnipeg. Consequently, commencing on
Monday, July 5th, dry goods, grocery, and
boot and shoe stores will be closed at § o'clock
in the evening, Saturdays excepted. Several
small-souled merchauts who refused to sign the
agreement were forced to cuine to terns thivugh
a hiat atthe application of the ¢ boycott™ to
them by the labor socictics, who strongly sup-
ported the clerks.

TuE people about Killaraey are very anxious
for a roller flour mill.  There is talk of raising
85,000 bonus to assist such an cnterprise, Lut
many oppose such action on the ground that so
m.uch of the lund held by the C P.K. is exempt
from taxatios. It is claimed thal the company
are holding the land at such high prices that
settlers are preveted frow coming into the dis-
trict. Anappeal has been made to Sir John
MacDonaid requesting him ¢ to take steps to
lower price of wailway lands.”

I view of the carly con pletion of therailway
to Birtle, the council of that town have decided
to discount the futuse by going into debt for
local improvements. It is not always wise to
base calculations upon what the future may
bring forth. Especially when there is a dispo-
sition to go into debt upon future prospects, the
matter should be considered very cavefully, by
corpovations as well as individuals, and the
old saying of “many a slip between the cupand
the lip” should be taken into account hetore as-
suming obligations beyond fresent ability to
meet. However, the amount to be appropriat-
ed by Birtle is not very large, namely §10,000,
and if the town have no other indebtedness, it
will no doubt bie able to carry the load, cven
though its future should not turn ont as bright
as is now confidently expected.
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British Colnmbia.
A large number of miners are going into the
Big Bend Region.
Coldw«ll & Koliper have opened a fish aand
f it store ia Victoria.

The Victoria slandard says. ** We arc face
to fuce with the facts that our lumber is gradu
ally increasing 10 demand, that it brings $1.00

per thonsand move than it did two years ago,
while ** 90 per cent. of 2ll the availsble timber
lards within tbe limits of the province ” hove
Leen sobbled up by foreign capitalists,

A consignmeat of scalskins, valued at §250,-
000, was shipped from Victoria for London,
Englaund, lately. ‘They went via the Northern
Pacitic railroad and filled three cars.

Grading on the Esquimzlt Nanaimo Railway
is completed with the exception of about 8,000
yards of dirt to be removed on Bell, Larkin &
Patterson’s contract. A large forcs of Chinese
are at preseat engaged on the work.

Coal costs from $7 to £8 per ton in Victoria,
though there is abundance of it withia u short
distanca of the city by water. The high price
is owing to 2 monopoly of tho coal lauds of the
province veing held by one man, through the
permission of the Local Government

Order Little and Often.

“’I'he Lusiness of wholesale dry geods in Can-
ada is wholly changed within a few years,
Retail dealers in town and country no longer
stack up garret to celler twice a year. They
buy more from hand to mouth, ordering little
aad often. Similarly, the importer keeps on
otdering little pavce's by letter auld cable, or
from the home mills in addition to his Spring
and Fall purchases. ‘The advantage of so doing
ought to be evident o both partics. The mer-
chant effects a saving in interest, in insurance,
in risk of loss frow varioas causes; avd tne fac-
tory or the Europcan merchant, instead of the
impovter, has to carry the risk of the large
stock.”

The above chipping from the Monctary Limes
of Toronto, should be of special value to Nocth-
western dealers.  Without comment on our
part, the thinking reader will draw from it
good reason for the encouragement of local

wholesale trade.
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A Provision Deal,

A Chicago commission merchant writes to
Daily Business, of that place, as follows : ¢“That
there is an immense decl in provisious I have
no doubt, aad thus believing I have advised my
customers 10 keep out.  ‘The outsider who dips
into a wanipulated market gets burned four
times out of five. The manipalators know who
they have stuff bought from and are able to
form a very correct idea of the financial capac-
ity and sagacity of the customers who are put-
ting up the money. They look over the cards
and find they have so much stuff bought or sold
through a dozen or tweuty houses. They say
this is Cincianati busincss, that comes from St.
Louis, this from New York, aud so on through
the list. They figure that a certain percentaye
will stay until they ave frozen out or until the
play is over, and that as many of these wmen are
as likely to be wroug as right. The one set
they must carry and the other they will eventu.
ally freeze out. They kuow, further, vhat a for
larger class will run 2way from a loss, and that
such speculators usual'y buy oun bulges and acll
on breaks, habituzlly loosing both ways in the

long run. The manipulators work the market
to cawch such nen, and they do it to a queen’s
tas.c. An outsider wao attempts to trade ina
manipulated markst is playing another fcllow’s
game, with the chanves largely ogainst him.

Tur first commercial traveller, now liviag in
Greenfeld, Mass., at the age of 90, ceased yrork-
ing only 2 year or two 2g0. o

Tur. Montreal authoritics inteud taking logal
meusures inunediately to »id the city of all
glue, tallow, aud sosp manuizctories aud otho
kindred ouisances.

ALt men of business justly insist that their
clerks shall be houest, aud yet there aro suany
of them who overlook the fact that the treac-
ment often given to their clerks is anything but
consistent with thorough honesty in them-
selves.

Tur; credit of the Uaited States has lately
passed that of Eugland, as it long since passed
that of every other civilized country, and now
stands at the hecd of the list. United States
4 per cents now command 1374 in Loudon, the
bighest point ever reached, putting shem far
above any bonds in the wo.ld, as at this figurc
they pay only 2} per cent. if held until ma.
turity.

Tur Montreal Guzelte in a late issue saysy:
“One of the principal events of the week has
been the report that prices of Canadian flanvels
have been subject to an important reduction. It
sppears that, as the scason is weating through,
some manafacturers who had aot received os
many orders as wore desiced, have detennined
to cut prices, and rumor has it that figuies have
been named which are ten per cent. below what
would have been accepted ten days ago. This
cut, if carcied out fully, will undouutedly cause
the cancellation of a namber of orders taken on
the basis of old prices,

A process has been discovered by which oil
may be extracted from corn at a cost of 4¢ per
pound. ‘The substance is said to be cqual to
cotton-seed oil for all purposes. The lovers of
salads will thereby be able to enjoy a change
from the customary “o‘ive” oil whichat present
renders the rabicund lobster delightfully slip-
pery. ‘The new prodact is also available for the
manufacture of soap. The practical uses to
which the staple ceveal of the central VWester
Statez may be put have cvidently been but
scautily appreciated. Ity sphere will now be
enlarged Leyond the limits of 2 medium for
denuding “*lamvs” of their ficeces and tipplers
of the interior surfaces of their digestive sys-
tems,

WuEAT growing is on tue decliae in Austra-
lia. InNew South Wales the total yield of
wheat for 1885 was not likely to be over 3,120,-
000 bushols, and regret was expressed that
wheat-growing was gradually becows ng nupop-
ulsr amonz the farmers of New South Wales.
This was not always so. 7The averages of the
four years preceding 1885 weze high, being up
to 16 bushels, hut the prices were low, aud last
year’s average was perhaps not more than 12
bushels to the acve. But even this low figure
is much greater than the yield of South Austra-
lia and almos$ equal to thc average of Victoria.
With regard to production and consumption,
the deliverics of breadstuffs by rail fiom the
country districts during tho year 1885 were
less than in the previous year, the quantity
being 690,000 bushels against 910,000 bushels
in 1854, and 930,000 in 1883, 2o that, instcad of
the colony more fully zupplying its own e
auirements from. year to yezr, the reveree ap-
pears-to be the fact



