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HOME AND FARM.

‘I'his department ~f ‘Pnr CRITIC is devated exclusively to the interesta of the Fartiems
n the Maritime Provinces. Contributions wpon Agricultural topies, or that in any way

relate to Farm life, are condially fuvited.  _Newsy notes of Fsrnens gatherings or

Grarge meetings will e sumptly inserted. Farmers' wives and daughters shoutd take

this departinent in Tur Cuitic a miedium for the exchango of idean -m suhs matters as
more directly affect them.

Wo extraot the following from tho August Roport of the Secretary of
Agriculture :—

¢ arv.~Not only ayriculturists, but all who are interested in the wol-
{are of tho Provinco, have looked forward with more than wonted mnterest
to the indications of our hay crop tlus yoar. Grass 18 our great field crop,
upon which our daicy and beof-producing industries mainly depoud, aud the
quentity of hay secared deotermines at onco tho number of cattlo that can
be wintered, and the surplus of hay for market. About six hundred thou-
sand tons arc annuslly made and housed in tho barns. Last year the crop
was reduced by about 20 per cent., but thero was n the spring of 1886
enough old hay loft in tho barns from tho provious winter to make up the
deficiency. Tho caso is quite different this year. Tho surplus hay was all
used up during our late and prulonged spring season, and tho comparative
smallness of the crop with which we are now threatenod cannot be contom-
plated without somo concern. In tho August Report of 1886 it was
observed :—* The state of the crop in the principal hay-producing counties of
tho Province is sufficiont to foreshadow the probability of higher prices for
hay than have obtained for some time ; owners of live stock will do well to
make such provision for winter koep as circumstances suggest, in order to
cke out tho scant supply of hay.! This warning miay well be repeated novw,
and emphasized by the rowinder thst the old hay has gone, and there is no
present prospect of a vigorous growth of pastures and aftormath as thero
was at this timo last year.

Poratoes.—Tho Root Crop principally reported upon is the Potato,-roots

- growa from small seeds, such as turnips, mangols, parsnips, and carrots, not

being far enough advanced to afford the means of judging ot ulumate
results. Tho dry, warm season has been vers favorablo for the putato, and

will, no doubt, ensure s good qaality of dry, mealy putatoes, as woll as, at
least, an average quantity.”

Gnrain crops are roported to be, un the whole, satisfactory on good .oils,
though the prolonged 2rought has stunted the straw.

Thairy produce will be curtailed, partly fron: the same cause, and pastly

from the neglect of ‘mprovement of pastare lands, of which the Secretary
complains.

The heavy orchard crop of 1886 will not be reported this year, but prices
aro likely to be higher. Tho crop promises to be poor in the States, and
American merchants aro alieady luoking to Nova Scotia for their winter

supplics, but the analysis of the crops of Anmapohs and Kings County
shows them to be remarkably under average.

The following seems a practical suggestion, casy to carry out .—" U any
rich piece of ground fork in eome fresl. wanuie, puut svapsuds vver 11, and
lay an old barn door upon the surface In . short time the carth beucath
will be full of earth worms, which will congregate under the coul protection
of the covering Call the hens, turn up the earth, and let them scratch.
At night trample the earth down, replace the cuvering, sud the mess ot
oarth-worms may be ropeated thres or four times a week. If the earth 13
kept slightly damp so much the better

Kind usage will do more than the whip to get work out of horses.

An old fushioned. simple device i+ always wlvisable in vatdoor walking

in bot waather  Wear g cabhage leaf or Sumething olss green under the hat
to prevent sunstroke.

About the most uncleanly thing we know of for a farmer to do is, after
coming in from work at night and unharnessing his hotses, to pick up a pail
and go to wilking beforo washing his hands.—Ezchange.

Tho groatest enemy a plant can havo is another plant of the same kind
growing by its side, as both feed on tho same materisl  Romove the weaker

plants and leave tho stronger. Ope good plant will yield more than two
plants under unfavorable conditions.

Jobn Brooks, of Princoton, Mass, has a sinall berd of dehorned Jorseys,
all pedigreo stock. The borns ware removed from the calves when thoy
wore from four to cight weeks old, by cutting around thom sud then lifting
from tha skull. The operation is not as painful as castration. Ho says.—
“Thero have been only good 1esulte from this practice. The cattle sro far
moro gontle. Thoy herd together hetter, and they will not use so much
feed, for thoy tako it peacefully, and do not have to pull hsy out and tram-
plo it under foot. Dchorning pays me woll.”— New Fuqland Farmer.

* Do not let your wife be over-worked,” says am agrictltural oxchange,
and tho advico is as far resching as it i pithy.

The littlo kingdom of Bavaris, acarcely largor than Massachuseits, has
twenty-six agricultural colleges, besides moro than 200 agricultural associa-
tions. Wurterburg, still smaller in area, has sixteon colleges and soventy-
aix essociations. DBaden, with a population of only a million, has fourtoon

—
—~—

ngricultural colloges, Losides four schools for gardening and forestry:
Saxony, with its donso population of two million, compacted into a spacs
hardly larger than twe American counties, has four highor and twonty agy.
cultural schools, hesides o votorinaty collego and a departmont of agricuitun
with twenty professors at the university of Leipsic. ln councction wy
this it is etated that the avorage crop per acto in Germany is stoadily growmg
moro.

Tho supreme felicity of a completo agricultural cducation is that, unliks
the others, it unites in one and tho samo porson the thinker, tho talker o
writer, and the worker ‘Thus the farmor becomes & wholo man in place of
being only half a man—a theorist or a blind plodder. And our agneu
tural literaturo in congequonco emerges fiom the morass of cruditics and e
forest of contradictions, nud claims a place abreast of the other recuguiy
literatures of the time “This of itself would furnish a standing refutatiyy o
the slnnder that manual labor and close thinking cannot live in constan
relationship, aud tho work which costs tho aweat of the brow is incomyuw;.

ble with the work which involves tho activity of the brain.—New Euyliny
Farmer.

Farm « nil Ifome, (Springfield, Mass.,) hos boon asking its Canadug
readers for their opinions on annoxation, and hunestly publishes the result,
tabulated as follows:—

TFor Annexation. Against Annexation,

ODATIO ciieres rerneerns sesnnnene 132 1 Ontario..ceeeees ceereeers vocennens 0
Quebee. .uiveeeisieanens rererecissas 18 | Quoboo ceveeneeaniiasenes conneen. ol
Nova Seotite o ieveeeeieareneeses 60 | Nova Scotite.eeeecneen. cessrenens O
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We shall shortly hav:s a few words to say on the ewrious proportion show
from Ontario.

OUR COSY CORNER.

Fruit SHor ank.—Ono pint of flour, measured before sifting ; ons te.
spoonful of cream of tartar, half a tea spuonful of soda, one-founh ot a .
spoonful of salt, Lwo table spoonfuls of sugar, fuur of butter, one tea-cupiy
of milk. Mix the othor dry ingredionts with the flour, and rub through,
siove. Rub the butter into tho mixture, ond add the milk. Butter twotir
myaash pio plates, spread the mixlure in them, and bake in a quick oven t
eighteon or twonty minuates. Mash one quart of strawberries with thre
fourths of a cupful of sugar, or take an equivalent amount of pitted cheriy,
sliced peaches, shredded pibeapple, vt sliced uranges, sprinkle the sry
amount of ougar over the fruit, and let it stand a short lime. When i
cakes are taken from tho oven, split and butter them and put half of s
fruit and sugar in each, Serve immediately.—AMiss Parloa,

Browwep TostaToes.—Cut ripe tomstoes in halves, and sprinklie the cu
side with ealt, popper, and cracker or fine broad-crumbe. Place in a doaty
boiler and broil ten minutes over a cleay fire, keoping the outsido next th
fire. Slip carefully on a dish, put 2 bit of butter on each pioce, and pla
in the oven for ten minutes. Garnish with parsley, and serve.

The fashion of wearing louse sleeves is a delightful Iiberty to muy
peouple, aud they are especially becoming and elegant for ladies wuh 23§
arms aud also for those whuse arms are of moro than average longth. Tu
brond or narrow cuffs aro often of volvet, no matter whether tho dress fat
bo light muslin or thick wool gouds , ans these accessories add character 1 §
picturesqueness as woll as practicality to most sleeves.

‘The full Bishop sleeve gathered at the top and bottom has a close wne §
band which wakes a lining unnecessary if tho dress is for warm weather wa,
but permits it if required. The broad cuff has the appearance of an upds
sleave.

Open-wristed, half close-fitting coat slcoves will bo added to dress
already in use, and this opportunity for the display of pretty hmingyg
perhaps, the wearing of lace or mull under-sleoves that are closed abou s}

wrists or are left opon to display tho arms, will not cscape women wii
artistic tastes.

An old-fashioned towel rack can bo zo srranged as to serve the pupe
of a work hasket and a screen, and prove very couvaniont to a porson vk
i3 confinad to a chair. A writer in the Domestic Monthly describes ti |
arrapgoment as follows :—— An old-fushioned towel-horse is nceded ; @
with two rails at tho top and two lower down. Tho space botween the tn B
top rails is filled in by cardboand, forming 2 long, narrow box, sewed ¥
coarso linen thread and covered with cretonno, then fitted into the nilsuij8
fastoned to thom. This holds thread, needles, scissors, and sll the wok
implements. A lid is made to this Lox, sewod to ono sido and fasted i
down with ribbon ties on the other. Retween tho two lower rls urnj
ponded a wide, shaliow bag of cretonue, reaching almost to the floor. O
the wholo falls a curtain of cretonne, susponded by brass curtain-ringsing
ono of tho upper rails. On the other side is a picco of Bolton shoetirc
Fayal crash, fastened to the upper and lower ruils to keop it fire, Si
painted with a bold design of grasses, flowers, tushos, otc., forming a0z i
mental screon, with a band of velvet across tho top to hido the rail ad: i
givo it a finished appearauco. If proforred, thy scroen side can be emb gl
ored with suitablo waterials. Here on ove sidoe wo havo a pretty «sal
always a welcomo oranment, and on the other everything that a needlem
dosires. Bows of ribbon are tied on the four corners. If tho lowel-bone
old and worn it should first bo painted.

A CARD

To all who are suffering fromn the errors and indiscretions of youth, nervous webvig
early dmy, loas of manh ctc., I will sond a recipe that will cure you, FREL G

CHARGE  This great romedy was discovered by a missfouary in South Awerica
a xelf-addreased envelopo to the Rxv. Josxea T. IxuaN, Station D, Naw York Ciy.



