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THE VOLURTEER REVILW,

The Yanguard Court-Marfial.
(BY SPLCIAL TELEGRAN TO THI BROAD ARROW.)

Tho Vanguard court martial opened today
(Friday 10th Sept.), the prisoners being C p-
tain Dawkinos, Licut, Hathorn, Navigating
Licut. ‘Thomae, and the rest of thae officers
and erow who waere put on their trial for the
loss of the ship. Rear Admiral Lord .Tohn
Llay presided.

[Coptain Dawkins stated that ho bad to
disapprovo of the conduct of Cuptain Collins,
of the Roval Marino Light lnfantry. Cap-
tain Dawikins thon put in astatement of the
Joss of tho ship, in which he detailed tho
morning’s experienco and his going below
sufe. At 12.43 ho was told that a dense fog
had set in, and ho then gavo arders to blow
the steam whistle three or four times; hear-
ing no response from tho Iren Duke ho
thought that she was still further off than
tbo threo cables; he reduced thospecd from
cight to six aud five knots. IHad beard no
siguals from the Iron Duke. Just before
signalling a dense fog came, and he portord
to avoid collision with a vessol, Whilo issu-
ing thisorder ho found ashipabaft the boam,
which proved (o be the Iron Duke, and ina
fow seconds ho was rua into.

In reply to question by the President,
Captan Dawking said : At half past eleven
tho flect altered to columnns of divisions, At
12,43, when he camo on deck, he could not
seo more than his ship's length. ‘Though
ho put exfra look out men on to watch,
made no signal to the Jron Duke, shosing
that he hadstopped the engine,owing to want
of timo, Never heard {he whistlo of Jron
Nulke during the fog. The Iron Duke was
supposed to be threo cables exactly in his
wake. No signal was reported from tho
admiral as to tho specd after tbe fog camo
on. The President : How do you account
for the Iron Dulke runnving into the Van-
guard on the portside, when you stated that
the course of the Vanquard was not altered
moro than one aad a qusrter point to port
when clearing thestrange vessel 7—Witness::
1 know how the collizion occurred, and why
it occurred, tho whole of it from my own
knowledge. A little after half past twelve,
when the fog camo on, the Iren Dukec gave
a broad sheer out. At the time of the col-
lision ho gave a general order to close the
water tight doors, and when tho sigual to
form columns-of divisions was made, the
equadron wero doing soven knots. They
had not attained their station abeam of the
admiral. When the fog came on we were
about three cables astern. The interval of
time which elapsed from the Iron Duke be-
ing sighted to the moment of collision, was
a short minute. When he saw the Ifron
Duke ho ordered o fiull speed rhead, both
engines. He gave no orders as to helm,
but the mato of tho iwaltch, or tho officers of
the watoh, called out * Port” or *Hard
aport.” XKnow Lhis o bo a rigth order, and
not to mako confusion hosaid nothing. The
helm was shifted immediately, He was
nearly beam of the Admiral when ho knerw.
It is an Admiralty order to go slow ig fogs,
Ho judged that speed would got him into
stacion, and that the Admiral, a8 scon as ho
possibly could, would probably Lave-fired a
gun indicating a reduction of speed, and ho
should have kept his station by sound ns
well as by judgment. Never heard any
steam blow offiu the Fanguard, which srould
have prevented his cteam whistlo being
heard at two cables lengths. Sailing with a
squadron, not {5 blow off if possible, which
in this case it was, from tho position of the
collision on the chart aud the place of found-
cring ; tho sbip drifted 2} miles S, and by

W.; hoattrikuted it to the tide, vhich 1oa
direotly over Kislt Bay., Jlodid uut Lnow
the ship svhich caused them lo :top. She
appeared to bo n sailing vessel, ould not
say how slie was sleering, Passed her pretly
close. Fired no guns as signals bofore the
collision ; tho adudiral was present, and there
was uo timo considered. Tho sterm whistle
could have beon henard from sin to eight
cables off certainly, on the day of tho col-
lision, They might have cloared lhe
strangor without alteriny courae, but to
alter was an order of which ho sap-
proved, on n snil being reported right
ahenad in a fog. Had no sigoal guns loaded
—had no time to order it; but it was the
custom in the Vanguard, in fogs at night, to
have guns loads on both sides of tho ship.
Hoard no signnl from the admiral after the
fog sol in besides the: pennants. When ho
heard tho admiral's ponnants made, should
think his vessel—the Warrior— was six cab-
les off, At tho timo ho estimated the Iron
Duke Lo be most certainly not less than the
sameo distanco shoe was off bofore the fog—
viz.,, threo cables. As ho could bear the
admiral’'s pennants sshen made at about six
cables distant, and as the Jron Duke did not
make her ponnmants Iter he made his, ho
most assuredly assumed tho Jron Dile had
dropped astern during the fog. Mo knew
thero was no vessel astern of tho Jron Nuve,
and ho concluded that an hearing his whistle
and tho full blast of his cowel,bo would have
kept at o judicious distanco in sucli a fog.
The court then adjourned,

The court martial on Captun Dawkins,
Lisutenant Hathorn, Navigating Licutenant
Thomas,and therest of the officersand ship's
company of the I'anguard, for the loss of
that vegsel, was resumed on board Her Ma-
jesty's ship Royal Adeclaide, at Devonport,
on Monday morning. Tho court was com-
posed of the same oflicers as on previous
days, Rear Adwmiral lord John Ilay, C.B,,
secood in command of the Channel Squad -
ron, again presiding ; Mr. W. Eustlake ofli-
ciated as Deputy Judgo Advocate of the
Fleet, and Mr. Lishman again appeared for
the officers.

Vice Admiral Tarleton was then examined,
after receiving tho usual coution. Io reply
to tho president, wilness smd he was in
command of the Reserve Squadron ou tho
st of September. On leayving harbour it
was composed of the Warrior, Ilcctor, Vane-
guard, Iron Duke, Aghilles. The squadron
weighed togother and left the anchorage in
single columnu, line ahead, and whon two
miles outside the Kish Light the Ackiiles,
which was tha stornmost vessel, was detuch-
ed, and ho gave the order to forma columns
in divisious, line ahead. On tho Ist of Sep-
tomber the zquadron was acting under no
orders affecting the case before the court
other than are to be found in the signal
books supplied to men of war, and tho regu
Iatfons which'govern the Service. No spectal
instructions that he was aware of had besn
isaued. Ilisorders were on leaving Dublin
Bay to procced to Queenston, the distauce
being abtout 170 mules. When the Squadron
weighed he ordered a ¢pecd of seven knots
to be provided for and to go, and for this
reuson, he was auxious to enter Quecastown
[Tarbour with the ebb tide. It wszs high
water at Queenstownon the 2ad at 6.19 a.m,,
and he made the calculation, therefore, that
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fho rovolutions wore incronsed to thirly
three. Witen ho made tho signal at 11.10
that tho admiral intended to proceed at
thirty threo revolutions he intended the
squadron Lo understand thet he ment to Lo
3 near as possible in the Warrior ataspecd
of sovon knots, [lad thowoather remnined
clear it was nceessury {o be understood by
tho squadron, in accordance with the proc-
tico in the fleot, that this speed would bo
maintuined by the flagship, unless contrary
orders weroissued by him,  In the evoot of
the woathor tecoming thick, and tho vessels
of tho squadron losing sight of the flagship
and of ench othor, means aro provided in
the" signal book for communiceting when
the flagship changes her speed; and if theo
shins bad been in’ their stations and tiro fog
had continued, he should have fiven orders
for regulating tho specd of the squadron ;
byt s the Vanguard whon last soen from
tho flagship bore N.E. and by N., 3 N, five
points astern of her station, ho considerad it
safer, on the fog 8o suddenly coming on, to
learo tho handling of tho skip to the in
dividual discretion of tho oflicars in eom
mand, whom he had overy confidence. Tha
Panguard boro N.E. by } N. at thirty five
minutoes past noon.

Tho President : Please explain your mean.
ing as to the handling of the ships being left
to the fudividual discretion of the captains,
and whother that was meant to go the
length of their going at any speed they
wight sclect while they were out of station,
and on account of their being envelopedia
a fog,

A%miml Tarleton : The eaplains had the
instructions for fcg to govern thom, nni
wero at liberty by those instructions torn
duco spoed should they deem it necessary,
I considered I should distract their attention
by doing more than indicating the position
of tho flagship, which I did by firing guns
every half hour, and sounding contiunusty
tho steam trumpet.

The president requested Admiral Tarleton
to point out whatpart of the fog signal book
instructi™ns ho referred to as a justification
for the captain of a ship not getting mts
station and maintaining his station,

Admiral Tarloton said he rveferred to See
tion 2, pago 41, in the night for signal bonk,
and Section 7, page 42 The Judgo \dvo
cnte vead the section. Tho latter sectinn
provides thal, *during a fog tho specd ofs
fleet, cxcept undor such circumstanees,
should not exceed threo to four knots per
hourr.”

Witness continuing, said the equadron wa
understoun alone at tho timo. It was right
to supposo. r8 the ships were under sleap,
that in Article 2, the words, “during 1 fog
the fleot is to maintain the samo order and
steer the samo courae 8s it may have been
doing before the fog came obn,™ twero the
only part of tho article which appliad to the
case befare the court, Ie thought <o g
matter of opinion that much must be leftto
tha Jdiscrotion of the ofticer. Section 7di-
rects that the speed of tho Aeet iu afug
shull notexcoed three to four knots an hour
unless under special circumsiapces, Lhere
were speciil citcnmstances from the vicity
of the shoals on the Irlsh coast which wdus
ed himm to go at u somewhat higher tateof
spocd, vut the captain leading the port diwe

the squadron should arrive at Queenstown
during the forenoon. He did not make any
change to the squadron generally by sigoul
in tho speed after giving the order for seven
knots, but to the Heclor, whichship remsin.
ed in company. lle guve an order to the

Warrjor, 3 she did not average seven knots.

. was fired immediately after the fog camsen
1at J2.25, and guns were firgd half howly
,unlil balf past three. The pennauts were
asounded by tho steam whistle, but tetke

‘bcst of his knowledge were only answerel -
e thought it doubtfulif j

, by the Heclor. ;
they could haye teen heurd by tho Tus j

vision would probably assume that Sectios '
7 was being complied with. The livst guo -




