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s Unbribed, unbought, onr swords we draw,
Toguard the Mouarch, fenco the Law.”

OTTAWA, TULSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 1574,
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ARUT, Jo AL ViNTurR.af Victorta, and Captain 11,
V. Epsovyns of New Vestminater, are our
authorized Agents for British Columbla.

‘Tug Keporte of Admiral D. Portir, on
tho setato of the United States Navy
is taken from tho Army anl Navy
Journal of 30th January, and is publish
cd to show how ace ately we understood
the changes which experience would cffect
in naval construction and equipment. Wo
have slways held as an artiole of faith thut
a 1aturn to the old type of wooden vessels
wag an absolute nocessity, as in accord-
ance with true scienttiz and mechanical
prinaciples, and we havo hero hn old experi-
enced scamau doliberately “advising the
Governmont of liis country to build those
of the claas aud size wo have always advo-
cated. *

This Report is also valuable as showing
the relative position which defensive shoro
work hold in the defensive operations ne-
ceasary for the security of a graat maratimeo
country in modern days, and italso indi-
cates the necassity of making the merean.
tile marine subservient to war purposes 1n
so far as their own proteclion is concern d
—a theory which wo have long since advo-
cated,

We havo to aclnowledgo tho receipt from
Gronras W. Cminvs, Esq., Publishor of tho
Public Ledger, Philadelphin, Unitod States,
n boautifully got up Limanack lor the cur
rent yoar, ombracing an almost completo
Sucyclopodin of valuablo information re-
specting tho Uovernmont, goueral stato
sud municipal, of the UnitedStates. ~Becles:
instical, social, commarcial and kindred lo-
pics, as woll as comprohisnsivo tablos of all
the kuown foreign Governmouts in tho
world,

‘The Almanac wrs ascompanicd by & ord,
four inches by three, oa which was photo
graphed sixleen columns (two whole pages)
of tho Public Ledyer,nud which could bo dise
tinetly rond with a gooll magnilying
glass,

‘The enterprising proprictor will ploase
nceept our thauks for tho usefuland artislic
troat his liborality hins given us,

Tar following spesiul messago of tho
President, of tho United Stales is remark.
nble at tho present time,and foreshadows o
drond of complications which may mmko it
neceasary for the people of that country to
look wellto their soaboard defences,becnuso
thoy aro wholly without naval protection,

Wasmixaroy, D.C., Jan. 20 —The Presit
dent sent tho following messngo to Congress
today 1—

To the Senale and Ilouse of" Representatives.

“In my annual Messago of Decembor
1at, 1873, while inviting gencral attention to
all recommend tions aindo by the Secretary
of War, your special attention was invited
to tho importance of preparation for war in
tho armament of oursea crast defence, Proe
per armament is of vagtly more impertance
than fortifications,  ‘Uho latter can bo sup:
plied very spaedily lor temyporary purposes
when needed ; the formor cannot.  ‘These
views gain incrensed strength aud pertin:
cnce a3 the yearsroll by. I have now again the
honor to call your specinl attentiow to the
condition of the armament of our fortitica:
tions, and tho absoluto necessity for imme:
dinto provision by Congress for the procure*
meunt of heuvy cannon  ‘The large expendis
tures required to supply the number of
guus forour forts is *ho strongest argument
that can be arbiluced for a liver il annual ap-
i)roprintion for their gradual accumulation.

n time of war such preparation cannot be
mndo.  Cannon cannot bo purchased m
open market, nor manufictured at short
notice. They must be the praduct of years
of experienced Inbour. 1 herewith enclose
copies of a Bonid of OrdnanceUllicars on the
trial of an cight inch rifle, converted from a
ten inch smooth bore, which shoxs vory
conclusively an economical means of urilez-
ing theso useless swmooth hores, making
them into eight inch rifles capable of pierc
ing soven inches of iron. The 1291 ten
inch Rodman guns, should in my opinian, bo
80 utihized, and an “appropriation re:
quirod by the Chief of Ordunnco of $250,000
to commence theso conversions is carnestly
recommended.

¢ In hisreport to his government on the
last Enghsh Automn Manasuvres, the Ger-
man nuhitary envoy greseat, glaced tho ar’

tillery ficst, the infantry second, and thol

eavalry third in respoot to ofliciency, cnoh to
oach, in tho British army., (e pluced the
artillory socond to tho Gormau, equal to the
Russian, ruporior to the Fronch, nnd far bo*
fore tho Austrinn, Tho ground on which ho
considerad they woro interior to tho Pruse
sian was that as to materiel they had muz
zlo londing guns and scemnd to work too
much #on thoir own hook," without rofor
enco to supports, to concentration of fivo,
and general subiservienoy to the whole idoa
of attack or defence,” .

‘Tng above paragraph is in striking con:
trast to tho deseription of tho ‘Gorman
artillery given in Captain Kvonuuy's, R.A,,
articlo {n Bluckicoad on thy German dutumn
Manmuvroes, in which that distinguished
ofticor doos not hesitato to use the words
“sglovenly and miserable” as applied to
tho cquipmont ; and slow in manwouvring
with a nervous foar of being outflanked or
attacked by infuntry anl cavalvy. As to tho
merits of tho maleriel and tho vexed quest
tion of murzlo loading versus breoch-
londing, wo leave it. to the solene
tists on both sidvs, and shall always be
vleased to fud our artillery ofticors in action
able to work on their own hook without supe
ports nnd not afraid of their commumetions,
Itis not tho fiest timo Brititish actillery
men saved their guns by their swor.ls,

S —

Tuo following parageanb. has bsen going
tho rounds of the Press—wo have
taken it from a military vontemporary—and
while il reflects groat croditon tho gonerosi
ty of the United States, affords a cheering
testimony to the extremo longovity of the
soldicr's profession. In no other o so that
wo aver hieard of could such numbeors of p.r.
ties survive contests in which they wero
engagod respeotively sixty aud ono huadred
years ngo, .

¢ In the United States at the ond of thoe
last liseal year, on tho 30th of June, 1874,
there were 102,457 acmy invalid pensioners
on tho pension roll receiving 310.055,377 a
year ; 107,516 army widows and dopendent
relatives, recciving $13,537,196 ; 1,551 navy
invalid ponsioners, nnd 1,735 widows and
relatives ; 17,620 pehsionors, survivors of
tho tho wav of 1812, aud 5,312 widows of
the soldiors.  Tno total numher of pensiont
ers of all classes on the 30th June, 1374,was
236,241, n decreaso of 2 170during the yoar;
the aggregite nunual rate ol pensions of all
cl1sses was 326,251,071 10a., a decroase from
tho preceding year of $5,6 15, Tho roll cone
tang the names of 110 widows anl soldiors
in the Revolution vy War,"

[t ————————]

A Correspondent (* Old N.C. Officor) have
ing requested that wo should publish the
i Stations of tho British Army,” for the
information” of such of our subscribors as
hiave served therein, wo give in this issuo
the List up to 16th January last, and will
in future publish a similar list a3 often as it
is’ possiblo for us to do so.

Tue Germans aro determined to have a
navy. Itis not quite a quarter of a centucy
sinco they proposed to eatablish one by



