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JHE VOLUNTEER REVIEW,

(Condensed from the N.Y. Heiakd.)

All troops except the_garrison of Puris,
had bivouacked for the night on the Bois de

Bologne. ‘The troopson the ground coun- |

sisted of 70,000 men,Jhe four corps ¢'drn
comis) chl’so ,gn,rris%n 4,of-‘;Pl]{is- and. t 4{

army of Aefanilles, b The trgopsiwpre Jor

ed on the IyngehninpsRace Comsb; thelines.

of avmy corps facing tho Seine nnd occupy*

the raco course. Of tho parade,* when'i
t~op-

g nearly the whole of the openg-aigco;o&

had been finally set, the central! ghj

postte the tribune wag:tho briflinnt-groupof”

the general staff, headed by Qenerpl, L'Ad:
mirngult. chiof of tha t?r'tﬂy gr Veiihillc'a ond
governor of Paris, with the chief of his staff
and a great posso of aide de‘camp.  The for-
mation of the battalions on parade was in
columns of companies, the saving of front
age being an object. - 1n the: rear of the
army corps.thus arvanged was formed in
mass of batlories twepty six batteries of
artillery comprising the reserve, and being
in addition to the divisional arlillery. which
was formed up in its proper position, with.
the 1espective army corps. Tho whole of the
cavalry, consisling of fifty three equadrons
in all, was Tormed upon tho plain of Baga:
telle, some distance to the right, and sepa*
rated from the res' of:the parade by the or-
namental wood around the cascade, ‘lho
advent of the Shah as accompanied by Mar-
stal MacMahon and followed by a very large
and brilliant cohort of mounted staff officers
Iie rode on to the field, wasgreeted from tho
drums and bugles with the bat aux champs,
the traditional salute of a IFrench army on
parade. MacMahon rodo a noblo chestnut
charger with that dashing grace of horse:
manship which is one of the chie! causes of
his popularity in the army. The Shah came
on his left, a little bebind, mounted on his
white Ara’ stallion with the famous mauve
til,  On tlie Shal’s left rode 1,'Admirault,
alinost as fut as, Lut being without the
phlegm of Bazaine, while on the right hand
of MacMihon was the Duke D'Aumale. ‘The
Shah rodo to fhie Lack of the pavillion, and
dismounting, took his seat in the chair un-
der the canopy. whence, in tho compatiy of
M. Bufiet, he witnessed the scene-and march
past. MacMahon, with L'Adwmirault, the
Duke Q"Aumale, the mounted Persians,with
the exceplion of the Shal, and: the rest of
the horsemen, wheeled to one side and ook
up 2 position opposite to,.and facing tho pa-
villion, leaving an interval between, along
sinch the troops marched pust.  Theinfan.
try marched past in columns of double
companies, eich double company being
about 75 hl sstrong.  ¥ach regiment con-
sisted of three battalions, which, including
tha regunent of chinssenys, made up the 39
battalions, whigh' is the compliment of an
army corps, The chasseurs, as.a rule,march-
ed better than any other infantry of the line
and wore a smarler and more soldietly as-
pect in their €nile blue uhiform. The red
breeches tagt still & good many of thefaults
that characterizes: e French army under
the Empire. 1n the resrranks there were
somo verylittlemen. “Thodréesihg was im-
perfect ; tha” step was often badly kept;
many men“dlouched rather thsn. marched ;
there was o’ delicienéy of wnntial carriage,
and thero was a grentlack of uniformity in
the angle of slope of the jifles.
all thus is.true,.none tlie. lesg truc is i¢ that
thero weré apparent thd results of aspira*
tions nfter bétter thingh, antl cftarts {o.over.

come that loosearss of formation.whichlong |.¢dats trimly

pradtice-has. foade second nature.!

It used {obe boasted that the French army:

‘elar wo should spring forwnrd in the charge.

Bat, while-

consistently condomned all nttemptsnt rigid-
ity of formation.'Dressing was vston{dtionaly
disregarded. Meon werd nbsoluiely encourt
aged to disregard the * touch’” nnd the
m-intennnce of the step'. * Wa ara sup*
ple. mobile, agile,” was the boast, ** We
have outgrewn your stff, formnl drillings ;
your practising of tho gookostep. your nntiy
quated notign that.dn” ur“lu?' iy .'“s‘cl' go!
We march! {o get, ’dver thp! gl'ou’;:;l.,ﬂo Ita
resemble & moviug wall' Let-the bugle
sound, and see how dexterously wo should
scatter intd siirimishing optlér’ with wliqh

All_your sUfl formalitips_are for ignarint
clowns, without wilitary instincts. Wo are
mtuitiygly soldiors,and dispende with trouble
of whichi ivé do not see the use.” . The Ger-
mans knew better, {'heir rank and file is
the most intelligent snd best edueated in
Europe, owing 1o the manner in which their
apmy 1s recruited ; and they, of all nation:
eliies might have seen their way to dise
pense with formal drills and exact lorma-
tiong, if it were safely possiblo that such
could be dispensed with  But they knew
such was not the case. Colesion, morale.
mutual relinnce, impunity from panic are
the outcome solely of discipline—of what
the Prussians call * appel.”  Xvery battle
field is & melee. True, but the diflerence
botween the necessary disorder of n well-
drilled augd anill drilled force is that there
is order in the disorder of the former—that
when the bicket and clash of tke melee js
over, the patte of :he machine fall exch into
their places again—that men’s faculties us
well as their bodiee, are disciplined ; wlile
of the disorder it is irreparable.  If vietory
crowns the cffort, all iswell; if the vesist
ance is-stubborn and sustained the disorder
becomes chaotic, morale unbased on the
conscigusuess of coliesion gives way and doe
fent follows. ‘I'ho history of the late war it
erates and reiterates the lesson that against
the rock of close discipline tho waves of
loose bravery break and are scattered.
\Vinie tho Third German Army Corps, after
struggling fragmentary throngh the fire hell
of the waod of Spicheren,could nevertheless
by reason of its trained discipline, stagger
into formation when that terrible ordeal had
béen battled through, Frossards-troops once
driven off the dead angle of the Spicheren
Berg, never could recover, but huddled, a
shapeless throng of fogitives, off to distant
Puttelange, flinging their arms from them
as they ran. Instance oninstauce might be
multiplied.

It isobvious that the French military au-
thorties are changing rudimentaily the sys
tem of the army. ‘e work is a vast one.
The bad traditions of generationsare to be
unlearned, and then lessons aro to be unt
learned such a8 the foe has enframed in his
constitution as the result of the good tradi
tions of genesations. But it is much for
proud Frenchraen to have realized the truth
of the axiom Fuc est doceri ud hoste, and to
bb acting on the realization. ‘The diessing!
on Thursday was not good, but hard eftorts
were obviously bemng made to get and keep
it. Officers were to be heard calling to
their men to pick it up. Men were to bo
scen painfully sedulousin * keeping touch,”
of their neighbors; numbers were out of
flep, but numbers were seen changitg step,

hat they might get back into tho rightstep.
Idtervals were carefully regarded. 'The
en individually were better *set up' than
they used to be, if -'suppling motions'
ivere being extensively resorted 1o, Koap- !
sacks wero neatly rolled and the giont-
rolled about them. fhe

A\-onke»\t\ho-qﬁco of fighting men iuﬁl:?« ay
th
¢

-tlio situation on tho part ¢

kept . has  been dono away  with,
snd a rather showy shakg substituted.

| Avgust 20, 187,
Tho shoe and gaiter, howaver, slill remain,
and whila they ave r-tained the sustained
marching power of the French army is much
impuired, ‘I'ho Lands nre too strong in pro-
ortion to the company of soldiers, an ald
ault in tho French army, anl caleulated to

of nee ?o o of (Lo brigades jth
mfich, boblety than others;; tho(¥e

take it, of\ greater care and pgte f
10 -generals
commanding. ‘The artillery, both divisionni
108 régervd, podied'thé saluting point with
remakidble excallehce of dressing. Tho

cliell
le. o e-’I
Miou

SLuns weré ather juiscellnneous and, there

was an absolule want of harse artillery, hut
thopragress from hardly sof field uetitlery,
at all, which was the caso at the end of the
war, to the present condition is siniply won-
derful. The cavalry v as, perhaps tho weak:
est print.  Frenchmen are bad riders and
worso keepers, and they donot s em to have
Tmproved materinlly since the war, Both
of the artillery and cavalry, the accoutye-
mantswere m wost disereditable stato of
dirt. :

On the whole, it seems to me that \he
omen may be drawn, from the aspect.of the
troops on Thursday's parade, that thero is
forked lightning in the thunder cloud ol
France’s hatred 10 tiermany and her (hiret
for revenge. The French mean o have ano-
ther wrestle for the full—that every ano who
knows thie natiot. knows. Bul every one
did not know what I think this review goes
to show, (hat her military authorities moe
working assiduously for the end that when
the comuatants shall grapple, as grapple
they must, the issue will not be, by a long
way so nearly a foregono conclusion 18 most
people have hieen confent to assumoit. I
France ¢t contain hersell, and meanwhile
work as she has worked during the pa-ttwo
yemrs tho struggle will be o Titanio one.
She has still an immensity to do; indeed,
she has scarcely yor begun the work she
has set Berself. Butin len years tinmie, in
accordance with tho dispositions of.lier new
military laws, she will be able ty set in linc
over 500,009 men without callipg out the
reserves.  With them her military strength
will number 1,300,000 trained soldiors. Tho
second act, just passed,providing for organi-
zation as the firs¢ does tog recruiting, enucts
that wholesoma decentralization, the lack of
which cantiibuted as much as anything to
France's downfall in the kate war. With
eighteen well organized and cquipped army
corps, each with its own staff and its own
proviuce to recrwt frem, with a powerful ar-
tillery and arms ot precision second to nono
iv the world, and with n strength in fight
ing men of a milhor and a quarter, who
shall say thut Frunce shall not have made
good her litle to reventer the ranks of the
great military Poweirs 2 And all this that [
write of hag deliboutely set herself to
accomplish within ten yems,

el - e e

AMr. R. B, Forbes, in a letter which ap-
pears elseivhere, culls attention to the
gpecinl visks attending navigation-along the
const of Nova Scotia, aud in the Gulfof St.
Lawrence, beeause of the unusual  distur-
hance to which tho compass in iron vessels
is subjected in that vicinily. What our
correspondentsays as to  tho cause of this
disturbance gives additional Interesttoan
article on the same general subject which we
find in the gutrent number (July), of that
able periodical, Nural Seience, ‘The carth,
as thewriter in Maval Science argues, isn
permanent magnet wlhich, amongst other
influcnces, induces magnetisma in all fer:
ruginous bodies. Consequently “clongated



