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T DESTRUCTION

OFF ANTIOCII.

Tho city of Auntioch, or n very largo por-
tion of it, has heen destroyed by an oarth.
quako. This is tho sixth timo during the
past eighteen hundred years that tho onco
famous Syrian city has been visited with des-
truction from tho samo causo. An earth.
quako veduced 1t to ruins in A. 1. 1165 aud
ngain in A. D, 458, A. D. 520, A. D. 587, aud
in A, D. 1822, From tho last of theso nwiul
visitations it had never recovored and tho
population that inthe timo of Chrysvstua
numbered 200,009, including a  Chtistain
Church of 100,000 members, was now ro-
duced to 6,000 souls,

Fow cities havo saffered s0 many terriblo

visitations as the onco Leautiful * Queen of
tho Bast.”” In one of tho wars of tho Mao
cabees 100,000 of its inhabitants wero put to
tho sword ; in A. D. 155 it was destroyed by
fire. it was severoly handled by furcign foes
in troublesomo times suceceding thoe fall of
tho Roman Empire; in A. D, 331 a famine
s0 dreadful ovartook it that n bushel of
wheat sold for four hundred p.eces of silver.
‘I'wo othor fanun.s followed the first in quick
succession, Theodosius punished the in-
habitants saverely for 10sist? 1 his imposts ;
it was tho alternato prey of saracen and Cru-
sader for nearly two hundeed yoars; and its
wretchad hovels, dirty streets and urculti
vated gardens havo for centuries prosented
& sad contrast to its formersplendour.
v-g Lho desputeh announcing the latest disas-
ter states thatnot less than 1,600 persons
havo lost thetr lives, nnd that the survivors
are in oxtreme distress, It is not to their
own miserably inecflicient Government these
unfortunate peoplo will look chiefly for ro-
liof in thoe hour of' their dire calamuty. But
help will no doubt be speedily fortheoming
from nations bearing tho designation fivst
given to tho followers of the Naz-reno in
Jest by the witty and frivolous people of An-
tioch.—Globe.

TUE BRITISH NAVY,

From av official return just issued by the
Inglish Board of Admirality, it appears
that the list of steamships of the loyal Nayy
presents the following numbers : —Armor
plated ships—firat-class, iron six; third-
class, five iron and four wood ; fourth class,
threo iron and five wood ; unclassified ships
ana gun boats, three iron and two wood;
specinl ships with turrets cleven iron and
one wood ; floating batteries threoiron and
ono woad ; making a total of fifty-two armor
platoed ships aloat—thirty-seven of iron and
fificen of wood ; and to these must bo added
three turret ships building, bringing the
tot.l of armour-plated ships to fifty-tive—viz.
forty of ironand fificen of wood afloat or
building. Tho addition of other than armor
plated ships brings thototal to 338 steam-
ships afloat, 205 screw and 63 threo paddle;
twenty-five building; twenly sleamships
from which the machmery has been remov-
ed afteat. Tho grand total of steam ves.
sels is therefore 403, of which twenty oight
aro unfinished. Ships for tho defence of the
colonies aro not included in this list. On
1st of Decomber, 1871, thero wero 232 ghips
and vessels incommission, one hundred and
seventy four steam aud fifty eight sailing ;
this is exclusivo of Indian troop-ships.

Altliough the ability of ships to cawry ar-
mor of the heaviestkind has been suflicient.
ly proved, all the progress of nearly two do-
cades stems to leave the question of naval
warfare about where it wasin the old days of
wooden walls. That is, the viotory in an

ocenn combat may bo oxpoctod not for tho
most impregnable, Lut for tho most powor-
ful ship, oftensively apeaking. Such, ne-
cording to the Droud Arrow, was tho con.
clusion of a meoting at the Dritish Institutoe
of Naval Architocts, ¢ if wo caught cor-
rectly tho feoling of the meeting, says our
contomporaty, Lhe prevalent opinion was
that offensive gun power was of n far
gronter importanco than defensive armor
power, aud that a high rate of speed, com.
bined with an armamont of powerful guns
was beyond all other conditions essential to
our acean-going cruisers.'’

Of course the changes in naval construe:
tion are nono tho less real, and warfaro will
hereafter bo conducted on a very different
plan from that of olddays. But, as has so
often been proved before, it is evident that
no mechanical device can supplant personal
ability. DPluck, dash and skill, will tell as
well behiad iron casemates as on open decks,
and there I8 no reason forexpecting that the
uso of armor will throw naval supremacy iu.
tonew hands. Those nations which have
proved themselves able seamen will prob-
ably continue, under ail circumstances, ex-
cept positive nationnal degradation, to hold
their leading positions, whilo those which,
having possesged a seacoast for centuries,
have nover doveloped a nautical spirit, can
hadiy hope to suddenly bloom into naval
importanco through the help of mechanical
aids,—U. S. drmy and Navy Journal,

PETROLEUM.

Ata timo when the oil monoply in the
States is attracting so much attention, it
tmay not he uninteresting to have a short his-
tory of this useful article, as given in a re-
pogt by Dr. Chandler, to tho New York
Board of ‘I'rade.

¢ Potroleum although known from time
immemorial, was not used ns un urticle of
commerco until 1859, when American enter-
priso successfully bored an artesian well
for the purpose of procuring otl from tho
rocky strata below. Tho earliest evidenco
of the use of potroloumis found in the ruins
of Nineveh and Babylon. ‘I'hat used at
Babylon was obtained from tho springs of Is,
on tho Euphrates, which at a later date, at-
tracted tho attention of Alexander, of Tra-
Jjan, and of Julian. IHerodotus, 50 years be-
fore Christ, spoke of the oil wells of Zanto;
and Pliny and Dioscorides described tho oil
of Agrigentum, which was used 1. himips un®
der the namo of ® Siciltan o1l In one of
the Ionian Islands thereis a spring which
has yielded petroloum more than 2,000years.
The wells of Armenia, on the banks of Zaro,
wero formerly used for lighting the city of
Genoa. In Persin, ncar the Caspian Sea, at
Buker, numerous springs of petroleum have
been kuown from tho earliest times. The
springs of Rangoon, on tho [rawaddie, have
been worked for ages, and the perpetual
fires burned on Paganeghrines are supposed
to have beencaused by springsot petroleum
ignited at tho surface. Tho American In.
dians collocted petroloum which was sold
for various purposes under the name of
Sencea oil. ‘Lho oil wells in Pennsylvanin
aro known by the trees now growing upon
thoearth thrown out in making them, or
growing in tho wells themselves, to be from
500 to 1.000 ycars old, One of theso in
Titusville, was found after it was cleared
out to have been twenty-seven feet deep and
fivo or six feet in diametor, In 1319 oil was
accidentally obtained in boring twosalt wells
on the Muskingham River, Ohio, In 1829 a
flowing woll was accidentally discovered at
Burkaville, Kentucky, and for two or threo
weeks tho oil flowed over thoe surfaco of the

Cumberland River, sud becoming ignited,
caused komo approhension of a general con-
flagaration among tho inhabitants of tho vil
Inges lower down on tho river. In 1836
from fifty to 100 barrels of potrolcum wero
colloated in the valley of tho Ianwwa, and
sold as medicine.”

ANOTIIER IRON CLAD RAM,

That terrible weapon of warfaro laanchen
on Tucsday—tho Joupert—foreshadows anew
featuro in naval engagements. Tho vessel
is herself ono hugo projectile destined to be
burled upon tho broad side of tho cnemy ;
and tho very fow experiments of this kind
which have been mado show how fatal sach
an assault is likely to provo to tho Iargest
ship afloat. At Lissa tho Austrian ram
Ferdinand Max, armed, liko the Rupert, with
a spurbow, sank tho Re ' Ialia with one
shoclk, and severoly dumngcd three other
vessels, The Verrimac, at Nowport, inflicted
tho samo fata on Cumberland, nnd cvon vhe
light wood sloop Amazon sunk the merchant.
man Osprey with her slight iron cut water.
Mr. Reed in his work on *Our iron-clud
ships,’ has given somo figures that il
lusirate tho forco possessed by tho Rupert.
Sho weighsabout 5,800 tons, and if this great
mass wero sent at ten knots per hour, the
onergy of the impact onau enemy's sidy
would bo 22,500 foot-tons. Now, a G0Olb
shot from o 25 ton gun, which is capable of
peneciraling any iron-clad but one or two
afloat has an ‘encrgy’ at tho muzzle of the
gunof a litlle ovor 6,000 foot-tons, 1t is
clear by this that no vessel ever putto-
gethor could resist tho direct blew of such
ap antagonist. On tho other hand, it will
always bo extremely hard to bit a vessel
under fair control. \Whilen ship bas good
way upon her and answers quickly to her
belm, the deadly ram unless smartly han-
dled_ will not get  chanco to attack. It will
only be when an cnemy has taken siation,
has become aisabled, or is hampered in
movement, that this kind of  assault
could succeed. Aspur bow, such as the
Rupert carries, might no doubt be used
again and again in the toughest iron.clad
without wrenching, but great skill with the
helm and the engines would be required,
and the shock of the strokeswould be awlul
oven for tho Ruperl's crow, Though the
Ferdinand Moz was very slightly injured at
Lissa, some of her crew, who forgot to swing
themselves by the beams or lio down, were
nearly killed. The Kuiser, which tried ram-
ming at Lissa, lost her foremast with_all its
gear, and disabled her engines. On the
whole it is by no means likely that guns will
be given up, and that naval actions will take
the character of Lissa and the old maratimo
conflicts, but whenever an opportunity oc-
curs this kind ¢ € attack, if well delivered,
will do more than & long cannonade ; and
wo may bo glad that in the Rupert and Hot.
spur we have good models of tho ram—short
quick to turn, and strong as a rock.—Lan-
don Telegraph.

The Scoleh are becoming the naval archi-
tects of the British Empire.  According to
a parliamentary return, there wera 40,000
tons more of shipping in course of construc:
tion in Scotland than in England,
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