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army is still moro dependent on bases and
communicalions,
(To Lo continted.)

THIE FISHERIES AND THE EARLDOM OF
STIRLING.

A protest has been sent to tho United
States Senato by two of the hieirs of the soi
disant Barl of Stirling against that portion
of tho treaty, relating to the Nova Seotia,
fisheries, A similar protest has been served
on the department of Statoe during tho sit.
ting of the Joint Iligh Commission by Chay-
les L. Aloxander, against the consummation
of the contemplated treaty, until the rights
of himself &1 1 family should be recognised
and some te. 18 satisfactory to them should
bo agreed upon. The Stirling claim was g
cause celebreand was for years before the
Courts and the Houso of Lords, yet as the
facts havo no doubt passed outof the memo.
ries of those who knew anything of themand
have never come to tho knowledge of the
greater part of & younger generation, it may
not be without interest to recall the grounds
upon which such a claim as the present is
founded. James VI, of Scotland, had a
fovourite project of colonizing the borders
of tho Gulph of St. Lawrence, and Sir Wil
liam Alexander of Menstri, who warmly en.
tered into bhis plans was created Earl of
Stirling, with succession to heirs male only,
and endowed by Boyal Charter, with a largo
territory, including Nova Scotis, and & con.
siderable portion of Canada. The grantin-
cluded tho heridetery vice royalty with al-
most regal powers, including the right to
confer the dignity of Baronets of Nova
Seotia upon persons who had paid forand re.
ceived a grant of 16,000 acres of Iand. ‘The
eldest son of the first Ear), being embarassed
sold his rights in Nova Scotia and in Cana-
da to a French colonist. In 1632 the North
American Colonics were ceded to France,
but restored in 1713 by the treaty of Utrecht
all previous claima having been extinguish-
ed. Independent of this however, the
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seems to havo objected. At the next clec
tion in 1830, some attention had baeen direc.
ted tothe protentions of Mr. Ilumphbroys,
and the Earl of Raseberry objected, and tho
objection was sustained, Mr. Humphroys
had been a schoolmaster and in great pover-
ty, but in bis claim to tho Iarldom of Stir-
ling with its large possessions and privileges
becoming known, ho was able toobtain large
advances, e also opened an oflice in Lon-
don, for the salo of lands in British North
America ; issued proclamations styling him-
self ¢ horidetary licutenant and lord proprie.
tor of tho Provinco of Nova Scotia,” und
conferred on his agent a baronetey and 16,
U0 reres of land.  When Lord Durhan was
sent there to settlo tho then oxisting com-
plaints and disturbances, ho protestod
against the appointmont as an infringement
on his rights. But at last tho Crown law-
yors of Scotland challenged tho authenticity
of his claims, and a trial ensued, in the
course of which he utterly failed in the
proof of his descent, Ilero again, the for-
tunate discovery of a document put him in
2 position to supply the missing evidence;
box containing a genealogical treo, showing
all that was necessary being left at & book:
sellers shop in London by the repentant de-
scendant of a thief who had stolen a cash-
box years before froms the father of the
claimant, In this box had been found the
genealogical tree which the thief had cire-
fully kopt and transmitted to his family as
an heir-loom! Tho Courtof Session decided
against him in spite of the so strangely re-
covered tree; although even granting thut
that had been authentic, very much more
was wanted to sustain the claim set up by
3Mr. Humphreys. Still favoured by Provi
dence, other documents camo into his pos-
session in a roanner equally mysterous as
that by which he had obtained the previous
evidonce exactly at the time it was wanted.
Mdlle. Le Normand, a fortune tellerin Paris
had advanced a large sum to Mr. Humph-
reys, to enablo him to prosecute his claims.
‘I'wo ladies of rank by the most wonderful
chance dropped 2 packet in her rooms.
1ddllo LeNormand, who from her profession
was not likely to be troubled with many

claims of the Alexanders had been sold to a ' scruples as to openingsealed packets, found
French subject, The Earldom of Stirling!in this nletter dated at Versailles signed,

became extinet, being only transmissable

through the heirs male. It is true that a:
so called Lord Stirling fought on tho side of

¢ 3, declaring the writer's lively interest
in the Stirling case. Enclosed was also a
Iargd old French map of Canada covered

the colonists during the American Revolu- | with important and remsrkabie documents. Al )
tionary War, but hisclaimonly rested on his supplying the ovidence wanting, filhing up | posed to represent Mr. Thomas Chapman,
every blank, the trial had shown existed, | ship owner whoso offices were opposito tho

descent through the female line, and was not |
In  confirming tho exactness of the copy of the | Wooden

acknowledged by the House of Lords,
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Leon, 11te United States Consul tivneral in
Eaypt, the cditor of the leading States
Rights journal in Washington Owing to
the influence this position gave him ho was
cnabled to havo tho easo vepeatedly up be
fore Congress for discussion, 1t being ono of
those subjects on which a good deal of harm-
less talle could be indulged, anad as Mr Fish-
er gave good dinners, 1t was said that sove-
ral of tho representatives, were not unwill-
ing to air the claim when nothing of more
importance was before tho Ilouse. There
was even aveport that President Picree’s
administration was willing to treat with Mr.
[umphreys and his famuly for the purchase
of their ctaim in Canada, and Nova Scotia.
Mur. Fisher who fully believed in the claim,
wrote a powerful appeal on the subject,
which was presented to Congress, and we
believo engaged Mr. Reverdy Johnson as
Council in a suit that was contemplated.
Very volumnious documents were prepared
but nothing ever came of it. M. Fisher vo-
moved from Washington, and becamo a
partner in the Georgoe Law Line of Steaters
to Chagres, noboly else could undertakaso
hopeless a tack as tho assertion of claims
apparently so clearly proved to beunfound-
ed and there need be no doubt of the ratii-
cation of the treaty of Washington if these
protests ave all that stand in the way.

ORIGINALS OF DICKENS CIIARAC-
TERS.

Mvrs, Bardwell was & Mrs. Ann Ellis, who
kept an eating house near Doctor's Com-
mons ; a blustering sergeant Bumpus was
the original of Sergeant Buzfuz; and Mr.
Justice Stareleigh was a caricature, by no
no means extravagant, of Sir Stephen
Gaselee. Mr. Fang Truculent Bow stree!,
magistrate in ¢ Oliver Twist,”” was a faith-
ful portrait of Mr. Laing o London police
magistrate whoso conduct had long beena
subject of bitter criticism in tho newspapers
t Qliver Twist *’ caused his removal., ~Trad-
dles is said to have been  Sir I'. N. Talford.
Lsther Summerson, a Miss Sophia Iselin,
sister in law of Moxon tho publisher ; and
Detotcive Backett, the well known Inspee-
tor Field, with whom Dickens made several
interesting tours of observation. In “Dom-
bey and son,” several characters are said to
be dvawn from nature. Mr. Dombey is sup-

Midshipman, As if to muke Mr,

1524 the claim was revived by Mr. Alexan- | Charter of 1639, and containing proof of | Chapman undoubtedly identical with Dowm-
der Humphreys, who first obtained tho, the authenticity of the tombstone over the ¢ bey we haye, as messengergf tl_xe commercxgl
royal license to assume the name of Alexan-, body of the great grandfather of Humphreys | house of ** Dombey and Son,” one Perch
der on the ground that o had a malernal , from whom be had not been ablo_otherwise jactually taken from a little old chap named
grandfather of that name. Ile then pro- ! to show satisfactorily he was descended. | Stephen Hale, who was part clark part mes-

ceeded to certify his descent from tho first
Ear, and maintained by what he had deem-
¢d satisfactory proof, that he was the near-
¢st heir and representative of the title. A
formal investuro, which anyone at that time
could obtain if no opposition were made,
ook place in Edinburgh Castle. There
could be no doubt that the first charter was
anly to heirs male, but the manner in which
documents were produced to set aside ob-
Jections was, tosay the least, extraordinary.
In this case & copy of a charter granted by
Charles I, in 1639 was found at the proper
momoent, in which the first charter was re
newed with the addition that heirs female
13 well as heirs male were included in its
privileges, In 1825 Mr. Humphreys or
Alexander voted as a Scotch peer at the
clection of the representative pecrs of Scot-
land in Holyrood. and as this is an electivn
towhich no’ great interest attaches no one

Mdlle Le Normand handed these to Mr. jsenger in’ Mr. Chapman’s oflice.
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Humphreys, and relying on them he return- | Gills was intended for a littlo fellow named

ed to Scotiand, where, on exhibiting them,
ho was arrested and tried for forgery. ‘That
they were jorged admitted of no doubt but,
that he was the forger was by no means so
cortain, and thoe Scotch verdict of **Not
Proven,” so far as he was concerned, was
returned, the documents themselves being
impounded as forgeries, and retained by tho
Court. This putan ond to thecase in great
Britain, but some years afterwards i was ro-
suscitated in the United States, Mr, Eilwood
Fisher, a Quaker lawyer from Virgia, hav-
ing taken it up at Washington on behalf of
Mr. Humphreys. Mr. Fisher was a man of
very considerable ability and an influential
member of the Calhoun party, having been
the author of several ablo phamphlets on
Freo ‘Crade, and Southorn States rights, and
for some time in conjunction with Mr, De

Norle, who kept a very smallshop in Lead.
enhall street exactly opposite the office of
John Chapman & Co. Captain Cuttle was
one Duvid Mairland, master of a merchant.
man.

REVIEWS.

Tus Westmenster Reviewe for April hias been
received from the Leonard Scott Lublishing
Company of New York. It contams an
claborate article on the career and wntings
of St. Beuve, from tho pen of our townsman,
P. LeSeur, Esy. It speaks highly for the
literary ability of the writer, and as a prece
of ciiticism it wvould Jo honor to> a vetersn
revietver,



