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that military flesh is heir 0. Nover
ghall T forget what n young lunatic I
became on rendinf; one morning in the
‘Gazotte': ¢ 1—th  Foot—John Jones

Gent., to ba ensign, by purchaso, vico Muf’
tin, who rotives.” How I blessed Muflin | No
words in the vocabulary were strong cnough
to o.\'Fress_lpy admiration of Muflin's rptir-
Ing disposition. I laughed, cried, dung,
danced, and did everything but stx\pti onmy
head. For the rakd of the furniture, T was
turned ot of the draying voom, and ‘went
raving mad in the kitchen ; I shook hands
with the butlar, kissed the housemaid, hug.
ged the cook, and upsot the eutire domestio
cconnmy of the whole establishment. What.
a lucky fellow I'was, too! thol—th—acrack
light-infantry regiment. Iwas not to be o
common ‘ mudcrusher,’ wearily tremping
nlong hard roads to hoarse words of com.
mand, but a gay, dashing ¢ light bob," scam-
pering merrily over hill and_dalo to the
music of & vinging bugle?” Tow unceasingly
I bothered the unfortunato tailor to make
haste with my uniform, and what a nuisanco
I became to all my friends when it did como
home: I was never tired of buttoning my-
self up in my red coat, and corking a pair
of curly moustaches on ‘my innocent upper-
lip, to seo how I looked with thosé martial
appendages. How ardently I sighed for tho
reality § and how unmercifully I scraped at
my unhappy chedks, in the hope of encour-
aging the growth of an invisil o whisker { I
must have added raaterially to the income

of Mr. Rowland and the manufacturer of the
Rypophagon Shaving-soap . those days.
Excopting my otster, who was nover tired of
hearing of the hereic achicvements Iintend-
o1 to perform, and'my mother, who had an
idea that Iwas going off to be shot, asa
matter of course, what a relief it must have
been to tho-whole circlo of my acquaintance
when I started-to join my regiment. And
when I had_updergono the introductory
gymnastic ordenl, and had escaped from the
clutches of the grand inquisitor, what a
pleasant, free-and-casy life I found it. My
first night at mess, too! I thought I had
never seen anything so brilhiant and fascs-
nating. My brother-officers were so kind
and civil, so'anxious to'put me at my ease,
and so particular in taking winc ...th me be.
cause_I was 4 stranger,  How w.eadfully
tipsy I becamg in consequence, snd what a
headache I had next tiorning! I'suppose
no one wa$ ever 80 deliciously ‘soft as 1 was,.
or had such a number of hoaxes played upon
him. I became sharp, however, inmy turn,
and played-thexn upon others, ~What pleas

ant recollections I have of those carlyscenes
and companions, and. how a few short years
have changed a8 /ll—how the hare has been
passed by thq tortoise—what bl.ghted hopes
and ruined prospects have be:n the fate of
some, and how all the high flown aspirations
of youth have dwindled into the sober mat-

ter-of fact of middle age, and the splendid |

castle in the air, ‘peopled with rank, wealth,

and beautyli been reglnced by furnished { him

lodgings and a wifo and family 1 -

Uf the ensigns who were my contempor-’
aries on joining, Ailés Adamant is the only
e still in the regiment.” He was quite 4
von, €ran compared t0-us, and wo used to call
him the grandfather of the ensigns. He
fad bee. Six yeirs in the army; bubashe

and poverty being a‘sort of miili-

was pnor, . &l ; ps 3
tary crime, 1.°¢ & been- passed over soveral
times by junio. 3 2O half such-good officers
hut, fortunately 1or them, longer purses. I
was heart-breaking Work for poor Miles, who
was enthusiastically 10'nd of his profession,
to seo boys of a fow pon. hs' service promof_;;‘
od over his head, not fro @ ‘g;y ﬁento.:
their own, but n:;crelg begause they happen:

‘tion of a
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ed to havo rich # 'go‘vembm;" .. Ho had none,
poor fellow, his fathet, who hnd begn-a gen-
oral officer, having died. wheli' hd.wad quito
young. Ilis mothdy, by:strict ecoponiy, had
contrived {o give hlm'n lgodd,edl}pagion, and
when he got his cominission, -in. corisidorn-
tion of his father's services, was able to of-
ford him a small anuual allowance.  With
this ho struggled manfully on, and kept
himself free from debt {il} I;’lo wils i gpm’tcd
adjutant, yvhich gave hilm hi lio'uli narcy,
and o woléome addition of 53 a day.to'his
sny. From that time he ceased to be o bur-

en to his, other ;. and though -his means
did not permivhim to keep pace inmany re-
spects with his more fortunate comrades,.no.
.one in the regiment was morg_thoronghly,
respectod and looked up to. 'ff.nny yolng-
ster got into o scrape, ho always went to
Miles Adamant for advice. Ho was tho ref-
erco in all disputes, the: peacd-inaker in.,
.eyery sgunabble, and jn deciding & bet, his
olpim'on was considered more valuable than
that of the omniscient editor of ! Bell's Lifo’
himself. Inabout ten years, Miles worked
his way up to the top of the licutenants, was
agun passed over by richer men. than him-
sclf, and at length got his compnny by a
death-vacancy, a coupld of years before the
Crimean campaign. At the battle of the,
Alma he distinguished ‘himsclf by n ¢ temrifie
combat”’ ‘with ‘four Russians, and was hon-
ourybly mentivnedin dispatehies. At Inker-
man he was third captain, and all his seniors
being ;)lnced OORS DE COMBAT in that mortal
struggle, ho * won his spurs * by bringing the
regiment out of acuon. He did his work
hke a man all throygh that dreadful winter,
and escaped without a scratch till the me-
morable attack on the Redan, when a coni

cal bullet from a Russian rifle, whirlin u'lo;g'

in search of its_pre-destincd billet, effecte
s lodgment i his up, and finding its quar-
ters very snug, refused to be ejected. No
one supposed-he could live with a lump of
lead firmly imbedded in the bone, and Miles’
name appenred in the ominous list of * dan-
erously woundeu." For a long time his
lifg hung upor & thredd ; the shock to his
nervous system had been so great, that even
a person moviag about bis hut caused him
excruciating agony ; but skilful treatment,
however, and & strong -constitution, pulled
him through; hie troublesome visitor be-
came 5 tenant for life, and with. the excep-

C erceptible limp, hé is now as
strong and hearty as ever. Heo returned the
otlier day from tho sceno of his glory, s
‘brown as o berry, and. covered with honer
2nd hair. ‘He is now & lieutenant-colonel and
B., and decorated with o medal, four
clasps, tue Legion of Honor, and a beard
‘down. to his wnist ! Report says that he is
about to be married to.a beautiful heiress,
who, like Desdemo
gets he has passed. 1.g life to him'! No
man better deserves hisood-fortune.

What & contrast was Roaket'! The gon of
an opulent country gentletann, who allowed
im -£500 o year, and an-unlimited' supply
of' g:aPitaIto purchase his tprpx.notion, no one
5 a better chance -of rising in

fession. But he was cursed with a love of

display, and o wanton spirit of- extfavagance,’

that knew no bounds and bréoked no con.
trol. The old military system of spending

half-a-crown out of sixpeuce-a day, was per-:

fect economy-compared with the reckless
way in which'Rocket flung-his money about.
‘As’soon as he got it, it was- subjected to the
well-known: ornithological process-of ‘being
converted into-¢ducks and.drakes.’ IXf-he

Had had £5000 or £50,000 & year, it would

‘have been just the sameé. In matters of

dress and equipngl?, he brooked nu rival
‘near his throne; he would be ‘aut Cesar

Joves him.for the dan- |

is pro.

aut nullus;’ and if anything novel or
strange appearcd, his great ambition was,
no mattor what it cost, to ‘cut it out ' with
somothing newer and more cccentrio. 1o
thought himself a capital judge of horse-
flesh, and was victimized by all the dealors
in the country; ho ordered coats by tho |
score, and wntchps b]y the dozen; nnd lu;d
more screws han lo could ride, mofe’
clothes thag ho, could wenr, and moiw jayel- *,
lery than Hp coﬂld carry. Iﬁa Kepfjarlind |
of openihicuse, ¥nd was o little km& Sal
o sot of men who smoked his cigars, rodo
his horses, an bprrowced bigmoney. Threo
timesin five yebfs word his dobts paid by
his indulgent father.; . but.on the fourtha

plic yosed—that o
Wwo

tion, o condition was imfi ed—
d quit thd ‘abmy and livd qulatly af
‘home. This prosposition, Rocket, now a
captain, rq, >cted with gcorn, and father and
sSon .parted 1 _anger. Left to his ownjre-
soutces, he foll among thioves. tho Jews__
made short work of him; post obits and oth
er diabolical instruments soon failed to sup-
ply his still reckless expenditure; and, in
an evil hour, he took to gambling. He be-
.camg totally absorbed in this exciting pur-
suit, and having o clear-and steady hand,
played. at first with ruinous sucgess., Intoxi
cated with his good fortune, he became more
‘extravagant than cver. _In the meantime,
‘his father died unreconciled: to ‘his prodigal:
son. leaving the bulk of his property to.a
distant relation, Rocket had long.since an
ticipated whatever came to himas a matler
-of right, and was now totally dependent on
his pay, and his winnings at the card:table.
Here us. good-fortune at length deserted
him ; giglossos were hegw{) and frequent. In
the hgpes of retrieviag them, he_ sold his
conimission. From this point his downward
course was rapid ; nightafter night luck was
against hm. Uno'fata) avoning, maddened .
with his losses, he grew desperate, and stak-.
ed his all—ls very life depended on the,
cast, 4 gleam of fortune seemed to shine
upon him ones more . one card alohe stood
‘betweon hime and certainty. As the game
roceeded, lus chanco-grew brighter ; the
st.card only remained to be dealt.  With
starting eyes he s atched it as it foll upon
,tho table—a heavy groan escaped him—it
,was. tho card, and Rocket was a beggar.
Without & word. he hwried from- the rbom,,
aud strode hastily through the streets to his

lodgings, On the donr being opened; ho
dashed up stairs to his room, and locked
himselfin, Alarmed at his master’s pale

facg and haggard look, the sprvant was on
.the'point of following, when the report of a
: E'iﬁml was heard, succeeded by a heavy fall.
‘The door was burst open, and the unfortu
pate gembler was discovered extended on
the.floor, with a bullet through his brain.
How different again was Bubb.-—+ Alder- .
min * Bubb, as wo called him, he. was so.
gross o feeder.  He would gorge himseit like
a boa-constrictor, and then fall fust asléep.
He was thoe -fattest and most thick-
‘headed: officer in  the. British ammy.. .
He never brushed his hair,,apd was supposed .
to sleepin Lis clothes. S,&’bqn h¢ attempted
to write, he used to ink himsclf all over, and
‘wag known to have spelt *doord.o-r-¢ inan
offi¢ial letter. There was nde~amination in
iloso days, Monéy énd ihterest’ were the
‘only qualifications; and, sdmehdiv or other,
Bubb had both. Where he came from no-
‘body knew; but he was supposed to be the
56n of a rich rum-contradtor. When pump-
‘éd as- to-his pedigres, ‘he did' nothirg but
grin=-ho-did ‘anything else. If, to mnke
Bim 2 little lively, ‘he was tossed ih i blank-
Jet, ho went up grinning, and came down
' grinuing—no one'scemed to-enjoy the fun

more than Bubb : ho was too heavy, though
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