The Presbyterian Review.

vne dollar weekly paper with which we can fully agree,
The public clamor for low-priced publications is to be re-
gretted in the interest of honest and reputable journalism ;
while thz stale argument that large dailies issuc cheap
wecklies 1s too often used vy peogle who woyld not support
a church paper even 1if met half way in the matter of  price
When the present proprictors acquired ‘1'g PrLsBY1ERIAN
Review, the price was fixed at £1 50 as the lowest figure
consistent with business success, a decision founded on an
experience of long years in the business of newspaper-mak-
ing, religious and sccular,

Up to this point we agree with the Westminister, but
when that paper, in a business article, such as its leader of
last week is, goes out of its way to hit us an unbrotherly
blow, on the business side, we must, in self-defence, utter a
protest.  What would be thought of a business man who
with sinister purpose went about the st-eets peddling
rumours as to the business standing of lus rival?  We
venture to say that there are few communitics so devord of
business honor that such conduct would be permitted on
the part of any merchant claiming public respeet. What
men in the market place would not tolerate, has been left
to a journal with a religious side to it, none other than the
Westminster to do and in the doing of which it commits a
crime in business ethics of which a trader would be
ashamed. But its statement is made with that cunning
design, that knows neither shame nor sense of justice. Here
it is :—"THE PRESBYTERIAN Revigw would have been suc-
cesstul as a dollar paper had success been possible.  Its
publishers had sufficient capital and they put into it im-
mense ousiuess energy, but it was from the start a losing
game.” Nobody knows the true inwardness of the money
lavished on the Review, in the days of the old company,
better than the Managing Directer of the Wesmminsler,
Mr. D.T. McAinsh, who was business manager of the Re-
view and whose immense business enerey falled o save it for
the sharcholders. Knowing what he does he sheuld be the
last man to disinter skeletons, notwithstanding s belief
that by trying to injure a neighbour he may pick up a few
subscribers for his new venture. No one knows better
than Mr. McAinsh that a large amount of money was lost
by the old Presbyterian News Company in flouting enter-
prnises scparate frum and foreign to the publication of a
church paper. He knows that his bookseller's business
was amalgamated with the paper ; he knows that a station-
cry and printing business was projected, that bad contracts
were made for the handling of large editions of books which
turned out failures. Such cnterprise he desribes as -
mense busivess encrgy ; the sharchoiders and creditors
thought them to have been bad management. It was,
therefore, not the dollar paper, but ill-advised investmient,
and conscquent exarbitant outlay that caused the disaster.
To show that this is not an over drawa statement it is only
necessary to recall the wearied cfforts of 1890-'91-'92 and
part of ‘93 and to quotc the experience of the
present  proprictors  who  bought the Review when
there was a heavy weekly loss on the paper on
account of past mus-management, but who within four
months of the date of purchase, that is, before the end
of1893 werc able to place the paper on a paying basis long
before the charge in price had any appreciable effect upon
the resenuc, and on that basis it has since remained. We

arc not m favour of a cheap paper, but we are not to be
misrepreserted by pretended friends, and haviog borne
insinuations and decrying long in silence we have thus
written in sclf defence.  Qur contemporary has yet to buy
its experience ; its troublous days are ahead.  When it has
passed through the tnal of poverty it will be less bumptions
and mote careful of its good name.

We have wntten, feeling that we have given no provoca
tion to the JWestminster to attack us covertly or openly.
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In trying to injure our paper the Westminster goes out of
its way. Our paths arc scarcely parallel. The Review
is essentially a church paper. It is not beneath owr aim to
publish such documents as appeals and circulars sent out
by Convenets of the Church, when we believe it to be for
the interest of the Church to give them the widest possible
publicity. We confine ourselves to the active work of the
Church, to the affairs of its members and congregations as
such, and of its accredited agencies.  We come into direct
contact with its life and in our humble efforts our amm is to
assist and further the good work immediately in hand how-
ever small it may be.  Qur chief aim is not to produce a
paper for the editor or for the printer, but for the preacher
and worker in the Presbyterian Chutch in Canada. Ve do
not appceal to people of all scets and creeds, or of no sect
or creed, believing in specialization and in concentration,
and we have been sustained and appreciated by many
thousands of readers.

Having encroiched on no pre-empted territory we fail to
sce in what way we have given offence to our contemporary.
If we understand the Weslminater's positon aright, i.c.,
the object of its existence, it aims at being a newspaper-
magazine, “something new in Canada ™ as it says (but
known in New York), without special church affiliations.
Its scope, broad ; its topics, moral, political, religious, and
literary, appealing to no one denomination, but to all- -
designed obviously to fill the place so long and well filled
by Zhe IVeek whose successor, 1t may not inaptly be
termed, although it is patterned more on the plan of Dr.
Lyman Abbott’s paper The Qutlook. ‘That there is room
for such a paper in Canada is the opinion of many; we
hope there is ; in leaving the subject we may remind the
Managing Director that “two swallows (The Canada
Presbyterian and The LPresbyter) do not make a summer.”

A BEAUTIFUL CHRISTMAS GIFT.
The Now Illluminatcd Bibio to be Largoly Usod During tho
Holiday Scason.

The i'lustrated edition of the Holy Bible, to which the
American Bible Union, of Philadelphia, is asking the atten-
tion of Biblical students everywhere, forms a particularly
suitable and appropriate Christmas gift to pastor, Sunday-
school teacher, or friend. So exccllent are its illustrations,
from an artistic point of view, so historically accurate, so
filled with local color, and, above all, so unerring in their
interpretation ot the finer, and of times hidden, meaning of
many passages, that one is forced to the conclusion that
here is a work that must in the future form a most import-
ant part of the cquipment of the earnest, conscientious
student of the Word of God. Nor was it published at a
venture. The need of such a work as this has long been
felt and has often found expression. The magnitude of the
undertaking, however has, up to the present time, had a
deterrent effect upon publishers, and until the American
Bible Union decided to enter upon the work of its produc-
tion no illustrated ecdition of the Bible had ever been
published at a popular price, and no edition is published at
any price that can approach it in true illuminating and
vivifying power. We are better pleased with it cach time
we turn its pages.

Bibies there are, it is true, which comain pictures, but
never before has an attempt been made to systematically
and thoroughly 1llustrate the texts of the Scriptures.  Every
one of the cight hundred drawings is the work of an
eminent artist— nearly one hundred of the leading artists of
Europe and Americ; having becn engaged in their produc-
tion. And these druwings are most remarkable for several
rcasons :  For their beauty, tor their originality, for their
fidelty, for the reverent spirit in which they were conceived
and exccuted, and for the marvelous manner in which they
cxplain the Word of God. In all other respects this superb
cdition is in no way inferior to the finest cditions of the
Bible heretofore published.  Inits mechanical production
it is above criticism, this portion ot the work having heen
done by the celebrated Riverside Press of Cambridge, Mass.
The type used is full-faced and clear and most easily read.
Marginal references, a concordance and the self pronouncing
feature add to the sterling worth of this notable publication.
Tt is being supplied in three styles of binding, ranging in
price together with the PRESUVTERIAN Review, from S5 -
10 S4.25—the latter being full Turkey morocco, flexible,
red-under-gold cdges, and divinity circuit.  The introduc-
tory prices now prevailing arc only about one fourth the
prices that have been fixed for all subsequent cditions,




