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Tho eatablishment of Christinnity in the world marked the be.
ginning of the dispensation of the Holy Spirit. The first signal
manifeataticnof the Spirivspower on the day of Pentecost was accom-
panied by & number of marvelous phenomena notably the gift of
tongues. But as the Church expanded a number of other endow-
ments, either natural facilities heightened or miraoulous powers,
manifeated themaelves ameng the members of tho churches. Such
were the gift of healing, of miracles, of prophecy, etc. But what-
ever their form, they all were bestowed by the same Spirit, and
were proofs of His divive presence and power. 'They were inno
instance given for display, or to serve private ends, but were
designed as so mauy different forms of ministry by which the whole
membership of the church might be strengthened and edified.

SPIRITUAL GIFTS IN THE CORINTHIAN CHOURCH.

A general participation in these spiritual gifts seems to have
been a conspicuous feature of the cihurch li‘e in Corinth. But as
almost every other privilege enjoyed by this church had been abused,
it is not surprising to fiud that the exercise of thees gifts which
should have conduced to prace and joy became productive of dia-
putes and rivalries. The reason was because the Corinthianssought
these gifts, not as an unselfish meane of benefitting others, but as a
means of gratifyiog personal pride and ambition. Accordingly we
find that among these apiritual gifts, that of * tongues’ waa inor-
dinately coveted. Whatever this enduwment may have been, it
cortainly was not an ability to speak foreign langusges that had
pever boen learned. Being apparently the most showy, though the
loast useful of these apiritual gifts, it was esgerly sought by those
whose main desire was to glorify themaselves in the public assemblies
of the church. Againat this viclous tendency Paul protested most
carnestly. By means of the familiar parabls of the body and its
members he showed the absurdity of every member of the church
trying to avoid doing his own work, and coveting the more coa-
apicuous work done by some other. The vigor and perfection of the
body is attained only in such measure as each member fulfila bis
own function ; and for the welfare of the wiole, as well as of each
member, the work of one is as importcnt as that of another. Bat
the Apostle’s chief criticism of the Corinthians was directed againat
that spirit of se:Bshvess which underlay all their rivalries and con-
tentions and, which was 3o opposed to the epirit of Christian love,

TAUL'S RULOGY OF LOVE,

In discusing the cor~narative value of spiritual gifts one with
another Paul is dravn icto a contemplation of their value as a
whole compared with the fandamental principle of love. Hisspirit
kindled at the thought, and giving free wing to his imagination he
scared away in an inspired proan of praise. Every feature of this
divine atiribate is delineated with amazing beauty and sublimity,
Justly has the Church in every age regarded this eulogy aa one of
the noblest chapters in its inspired literature. How much anguish
and despair, how many pangs and martyrdoms, how many pitiless
inhumanities perpetrated in the name of Him whose very nature is
love, would have been epared to the world if the Church had always
been as ready to heed the lessons in this chapter aa to admire its
unparalieled eloquence. .

First of all the Apostle showa ths worthleasness of all spiritual
gifte unless they are accompanied by a spirit of love, He does not
depreciate their value, but he shows that even when possessed aud
exercised to their utmoet conceivable limits they loee all value
unlees penetrated by the unselfishness of love. The largest atretch
of generosity in relieving suffering or want, even the sacrifice of life
itaelf for the sake of a truth or a cause is worthless, a0 far as any
distinctively Christisn value is conoerned, unless the charity is
bestowed or the martyrdom endured in the spirit of Christisa love.
Undeniably the world haa benefitted enormously by sacrifices that
bave not been inspired by this bighest form of love. But Paul's
argument reets on the baasis that all human conduct must ia the lat
analyais be setimated by ite relation to Chriat.

Thea follows » wonderful personification of love asitreveals
itaelf in its divine qualities in the relations that men sustain oae to
apother. It sanctified suffering and trial by clothing them in the
garmenta of patience. It softens behaviour, aweetens temper, and
transGgures the whole person with a spiritual beauty.

Next, the Apostle pictures the permanency of love as compared
with other gifte. Thene are transient. They are intended for use
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in this world only. They aro the scaffoldings that serve a necessary
putpose for & time, but will be taken down when the atructure ia
completed. The one thing that abides from the discipline of earth,
where everything is partial aud imperfect, is that spirit of love
which reflects in the soul the Spirit of God, and which goes with us
into the world where everything is perfect and complete. Thislove
iv not only permanent, but it is supreme. Faith, the mysterious
link that Linds the soul to God; hope, the sweet anticipation of
glories that lis beyond and that are the inheritance of the children
of God, thess, indeed, go with us into the eternal world. DBut the
greatest of these is love, greatest in what it is, and greatest in what
it does, For this the Apostle would have us strive. It is not the
peculiar gift of a fow. Its divine attributes may be shared by all,
the humbleat as well us the greatest.

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL

International S. S. Lesson.

Lxssox X1I.—Pxrsoxar Resroxsiniry.—-Juse 20,

{Romans xiv. 10 21 )

GoLvex Txxr—* It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink
wine, nor anything whereby thy brother stumbleth.”—Rom. xiv. 21,

Timg axD Prack—A.D, 58. Corinth,

IxTRODUCTION=—Our second lesson from the writings of 'aul is
taken from his Epistle to the Romans, which was written from
Corinth, where Paul was laboring in the gospel, und was sent to the
brethren at Rome by tho hands of P’huwbe,’'a Christian woman. The
chapter frcm which the lesson is taken treats chieily of practical
Christian duties, especially of Christian condunt towards those who
are weaker

Vxrsx 8y Verse—** Why doat thou judge.”—The word ** judge”’
here means to form harsh opinions of the conduct of others. ** Set
a: naught.”"—As thouyh he bad no capacity or right to form opinions
for himeelf.

V.12, **Give account.”—In the great judgment day.
himaself.”—Aad not for others.

V. 13. ¢ A stumbling-block.""—Over which oue may fall. We
sre to do nothing which otniers may imitate and so fall iato sin, and
we are to put no hindrances in the way of their progress.

V. 14- 1. .. am persuaded. ~Paul was a Jew, and had been
raised to regard oertain things as unclean, but had been led to see
that these things wore not essential. *¢ Nothing unclean.”—The
reference in this whole passage is to the eating of certain food
which Jewish Christians regard as unclean and ss sinful to eat,
while the Geatile Christinns saw nothivg wrong in it, such as meats
offered in sactifice and then sold it the markets. *¢ It is unclean.”—
Bscause in eating it he acts contrary to his sense of right.

V. 15. ¢* Be grieved.”—Injured, hurt, or offended. ** With thy
meat."—The meaning is: If thou cateat meat that he reyards as
uaclean, and he, feeling that this is wrong, is offended. ** Now
walkest thou not charitably.”—Tuat is, with proper charity and
regard for bis opinions. ** Destroy not.”—By tempting him to sin.

V. 10. ** Your good.”—\What you regard as good. *¢ Be evil
spoken of.” —Better not do what we have a right to do than to have
it regarded as wrong-doing.

V. 17. ** Not meat and drink.”—These are not essential. * But
righteousness, etc.”—Taese are to be cultivated, and for their
sake we may deny ourselves in meat and drink.

V. 10. ** Make for peace.”—That tend to brotherly usity in the
church. ¢ Edify.”—Literally, to build up. We are to seek those
things which build up others ia the Christian life and character.

V. 2L, *“Itis good."—It is right and proper to deny ourselves
even that which seems to us right for the sake of others. ** Nor to
drink wine."—The question of meats is not a practical one in the
Church to-day, bus <ha question of wine is, and if any stumble or
are offended by the Chris:ian's use of wine, it is govd that for the
sake of such he absta'n.

Tuovours—* After the apostles had described the duties of the
Christians, especially ot the Christians at Rome, in their various
general fandamental relations: (1) As daties toward the church;
{2) io all parscnal relations; (3) toward the state; and (1) toward
the world, he proceeds to lay down the uaiversal deportment of the
Roman Church, by establishing the proper reciprooal condaot
between the strong and the wealk,

Thbe fature judgment will render just judgment upon all men,
To shis Paul would direct both clavses befors bim. He would
remind them, aleo, that God ooly is the righifal judge, and from
Him only might men expect justice, Bub with this comfort
bs would remind them $hat each must render his acoount before
God.
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