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party with floweri and confections. IVo cnjoyed a rare
opportunity of seeing the lands of Roshi, Mfesechek,:;nd
Tubai, wha daubtless withtheir million of men,wi!l play an
important part ini European affairs nt no distant day.

The Islands of the Neva formi an ideal park. They
are farmed by saine of the branches of the river, as
they (ail into the guif. They are connected by nu-ier-
ous bridges, and are intcrsccted by beautifully kept
roads and shady walkcs. The fashionables dine abcut
six o'clock, and about cight olclack these drives are
fuit of the cardiages ot the elite, drawn by black,
high stepping, long tailed horses. About sunset the
scene is singularly benutiful and attractive.

But ail things corne to an end, and on a Tuesday
alternoon at 4:55 we displayed our police permission ta
leavc at the railway station, and were soon seated in
the emall cornpartments of a corridor carrnage in the
vestibuled and restaurant train knowvn as the Express
du Nord en route for London. Our only change of
carriage was at St. Eydthunnen on the German (routier
where the Russian systern ends. IVe wvere here trans-
ferred ta a carrnage identical with the one wve left.
This transfer is necessitated b> the change of guage,
the Russian government having adopted a différent
width o! track, to prevent the danger of any sudclen
invasion. Our route lay through Germany and Bel.
guim, and we crossed the channel (rain Ostend ta
Doyen. We reached London at 7:45 P.m. on Thursday,
glad to find oursebves once more in the land of freedom.

THE EDGE OF THE YEAR.
Dy SOPHIE I- SCHENCR.

We stand upoui the edge of d uew year. What lies
before us the net: twelve niontbs we cannot tell, but of
one thing we may be sure, we need flot pass over its
untried ways alone. Jesus will be our guide. Close ta
His side, with aur hand in His, we should feel no f cars.

We have just passedl through a yzar of many and
great changes. The whele wonld has been shalken
flnancially as seldomnbefore. People living in affluence
have been reduced ta want, while those in ouby moder-
ate circuistances have in many cases lost their ail.
Thus miany enter this new year with spirits saddened
under trials and bereavements,and as they look forward,
new neiolutions are fotmed for a neaner and dloser walk
with God.

With the dawn ofecach new year we should dedicate
ourselves afresh ta Christ's service, determined with
I-lis aid ta do wbat we can for the benefit o! others
who rnay be in bitter troubles ivithout spiritual comfort.
Let us strive thon ta make kuown the sweet Ilpeace"
that Jesus alone is able ta bestcw.

Life is a precious boon, and with every year we
shoulci aim at new attaiuments for aur spiritual growth,
at the same time stniving ta throw around sweet influ-
ences that shaîl lead others tu seek aftor holiuess.

Not for oursel.vca alone shonbd life bc apent,
But for the Lord'a dear mako that mon repent;
Not for tiie worl'm applauso, not gold ta Win,
But sma poor mont t,, aavo ateoped (lcep in sin,
This lot aur lifework bo, tmre good to do,
Au a'er the New Ycax' edge aur way wo view.

Somathing te show that wo liv'ed not in vain 1
Somna word or kinaiy bouch to louen pain!1
Only a look perroise tome bcart may cheer,
Only a whuuperod wordl say banish fear 1
se gooa deeds, amail or grest, with Christ in yiow
Should bcoaur wich and &lm tis year ta do.

THE LOSS OF THE «'DA'YSPRING.It
The "Anmrnd Behic," which«recched Sydney on

Tuesday mornîng, brought, among hon passengers,
some of the survivor, of the wreck cf the mission vessel
«'Dayspring," which was lost ta the north of New
Caledania on the I7th iust., bystriking on a submnerged
coral reef. Captain C. W. Bibbing, who naturably feels
keeny te loss cf the Uessel, bas kindly supp'ied us
withte fuil particulars of the disaster. *It occurred
near the entrance cf what is known as Grand Passe,
where the channel is between twenty and thirty miles
wide, and where there was nothing ta indicate the pre-
senceocf this hitherto unknown nec!. He had intended
first to take the course ta the south cf New Caledonia,
on accaunt cf the strong northerly winds, but was again
compelled by bond wiuds ta take thc northen course,

wvhich is the most dirct ane ta the Newv Hobrides.
The night on whicb the vessel struck the ncof svas dlear
and fine, the sea 3moath, and the terrifie shck ta the
vessel wvas the first indication cf danger. Ail hands
warkecl sycli ta sava the ship, and it wvas ot until noon,
svheu tke sea wvas svasbing aven the main deck, that
the captain and crew wcre compelled ta leave in the two
boats. SI.-ortly aften bca"iug, the IlDayspring I found-
cred. The boat ini charge of the captain containcd nine
others o! tbe crew, wba, aftcr faur days' exposuro, were
picked up by the "lSaint Pierre" and conveyed ta
Naurnea. bluch anxiety is fait about tbe fate cf the
other six af the crew in the missir.g boat, wvhich is under
tbc charge cf the chie! officer, h1r. W. J. Carinichaci.
This anxiety is somewvbat allayed by the assurance cf
Captain Bibbing that, under ardinary circumstances,
thcy will probably be sare enough. The boat bas pro.
visions and watcr ta last a moutb, and as the scene af
the wrck is only about fil ty miles distant fromn Pot
Island, ini aIl probabibity tbey are there awaiting the
arrivai cf same steamer. As tbe "Saint Pierre," a sub-
sidised mail boat, is cantiuualby cruising in that neigh-
burhood, Captain Bibbing thiuks ive may bear thoir
rescue in the course of a Ecw days. Thel"Dayspnung,"
whicb cast about £io,ooa ta build and equip, svas only
insured for 4£2,ooo ; the Sydney cargo was also insured,
but in addition ta this there wvas a Melbourne cargo,
the loss cf svhich is uncovered. This. is the third vessel
cf the sanie name that has been lest iu tbc mission
service. It owed its existence ta the untiring encrgy
cf the voteran misnionary, Dr. Faton, and there is wide-
spread sorrow at thec alamity which bas destrayed the
shii wýiich represented tbc loving labors and the
earnest hopes cf se many. Much sympathy hans abneady
been expressed by tbe public press for the loss ta the
Cburch and tbc mission field. The Congregational
Union sent a letter ta Dr. Cash, gbving expression ta
the grief felt by a sister Church. lb is just possible
that the disaster may awaken such a keen interest in
the wark cf bbe New Hebnides that the desire ta build
another "lDayspring " will be carnied ýo complete suc-
cess. One lady bas already cffered the Cammitbee cf
Foreign Missions the sum of £z,aoo towands this pur-
pose, and froni cablegrams it appears that others are
ccntributing. The bemporary boss mn yultimately prove
ta be permanent gain. -A tstraMan WVeekly.

THE ROMAN OHUROH IN EUOE
The Roman Churcb in Europe bas undergone greaten

changes and experienced more diiasters during the iast
twer.ty-six yoars than at ariy peniod since tbc Refor-
niatien. In 1870 the Pope wvas a temporal ruber like
any king or potentabe. It is truc bis l'ngdom was not
vcry barg-e-bho ciby cf Rome and a fewv miles of adjacent
territory. But it wvas something ta bo a king, and Pius
IX. made the. most cf his earbhly crcwn. He r.onvc-ned
the Vatican Cauncil wbich declared him infallible iù
1870. What more coubd a man do for bis exaltation
ou earth ? A Roman E mperor bad issued a decree
that ho was a god and bis statue received the same
bonor and worship that was accorded te Jupiter and
bbe other pagan gods. But ho did not prebeud ta bo
endowed wibh the attributes o! thc Deity. That blas-
phemous presumptian was resenved for his successor on
the tbroue of bbe CaSsars and thc self-styled vicar cf
Christ wbo declared himself infallible. Ail Europe
was shocked, Cbnisteudom was appalled at this bias-
phemy. Two months laber the Italian troops entened
Rame, Victor Emmanuel was proclaimed king of
Unitedi Itaby and the Pope's crown and temporal power
disappeared nover ta be nestorcd. In God's good time
His spiritual supremacy shail folbow and Jesus wiII be

King. Ail hall the power of Jeans namo!1
Let angela proîtrate fail;

Dring forth the royal dladoin.
And crawn Hlm Lord of &IL

What is prayen fan? Not ta in!orm God, nar ta
niove Hlm, unwillingly, ta have mercy, as if, bike soma
proud prince, Ho required a certain amount cf recog-
rition cf Ris grcatness as the pnice o! His favor; but
ta fit aur own hearts by conscious nced, and truc desiro
and dependence, ta receive the git wbich He is ever
willing ta give, but wc are net always fit ta receive.-
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