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sneer at Christian's hopes, hoe returns to the city of Destruction, and Christian secs
him no more.

WVe pýart witlî Pliable with about as muchi pain as Christian did ; for aithougli
but an imaginary personage, the picture recalis ta aur recolleetion so, nany who
have run bis course, that lie beconies to us more a reali4/ than an allegory. 'fhcy
have gone back to walk no more Nvitlî us I They once put the!ir band to the plougli,
but then looked back and are nat fit for the kingdoni of God!1 The God cai infinite
love have niercy an them, and restore themn to the pathis of rigliteousness fur bis
naame's sake 1

Christian was now Illeft to tumble ln the Siaug-l of Despond alone ;" but, unlike
Pliable, his great concern was "lto struggle to that side of the Slough whlsih %Vas
fiarthest fromn bis own house, and nest to the wviçket gato."1 T1he oYbject af bis
pursuit was not peace only, but 3afety. H1e knew that his peac of nind wauld be
restored as soon as hoe reacbed trie divinely appointed refuge. lie would not,
therefore, if lie could, get aut as bis canipanian had gat out, by returning ta bis
Èormèr indifférence ; eo ho struggled for the other sido, "lbut could flot -et out for
the burden that wvas upan bis back,"1 until a nman ivhose nanie was lIeIp camne,
and asked liani what lin did there? Christian told hlmi that ho liad fallen ino
the Slougi -while fieeing to the wicket-gate. lelp then, gently cbiding him for
flot looking, for "lthe steps," extended hîs hand to hlmn, anid drew him out, " and
set his feet upon a rock, and establishied his goings," (Psnhin xi. 2.) B3unyan
esplains in a marginal note, wbathoi means by tîeze steps, viz,-"l the promises,"
-and intimates that had the pilgrinis walked uport these, they would have fouiid
no difficulty ln crossing the bog. he Slough af Dcspond, tiierollore, represents
the ignorance and unlielief, and wretchedness in which tbe convicted sinner
stumbles on until ho looks ziway from self, and human nierits, and human belpers,
to the promise of God ta save Ilevery one that believethi."- A decp dark boy( is
that of itibelief! So natural is it for a depraved heart to put confidence in the
fleali, and ta disbelicve God's frec offer of mercy on the solo account of what his
beloved Sun bas done and suffered in our stend, and so skilful arc the dev'ices of
thc dcvii ta deceive us, that we should wallow in the bog forever, were it not for
help sent froui beaven,-in other words, were it not for the teaching and influence
of the lIoly Spirit, whonî llelp represents 1 The wholc aum of the adversary is
ta prevent mcn froin Ilbelieving the record that God lias given of bis Son ;" l'or
if lie cani only accomplish that, he destroys the saul which God b)y bis grace
wvou]d save. Sanie persons lu Christian's stateof aind ho tonipts ta despair af
pardon,-to think: thnt their sins are too nîany, and too great ta be forgiven. EOIL
have sinned, he sugecsts, againsi light and kcnoirledge, and aboituding ncy-
sinned so oftcn,-sinne-d sa tang,-that ' God's niercy is clean gone forever froni
you!l' Thius does hce push the n aside froin Pziul's precious stop of promnise, braad
enougli and firni enougli ta support thc tread of thc whole ivorld upon it: "11le
is able alsa ta save the Io tahe ullerniost thnt couic unta Gad by hlm, seeing
hie ever liveth ta make intercession for thcm,"-.nd the poor convicted and ansiaus
Sinner sinks in the Slough 1 Others ho tempts in the opp)osite direction. lending
theni ta regard Gad as so indulgent as flot ta require a niediator, or an atonenient
forsi; and sa conceals from, them John's stop ot'promise.-"l If any man sin, wo
have an advocate with the Fathier, Jesus Christ the righteous, and hie is the pro.
pitiatian for aur sins, and nat for our's only, but alsa for the sins of the ivhiole
worid." Others, again, hoe luduces ta tbink thcmnselves 7101 good enough yet ta
apply ta Christ, and ta resolve an coming ta lIii wlîet ilicy have icaslied away
sine of ileir sins by repentance, and goad works, thus making the words of Jesus
of noue effet.-"« I came not ta call the righteous, but sinnors ta repentance."
And stili others hoe pornlé-.r-q and distresses with the niuch abused and perverted
doctrine of election, filling tbeir minds with appreboension lest tbe'y should flot
be amang the number of the eleet, or porsuading them, that whether eletted or
nat, Gadù's decree puts the matter altogether out of their controul, t'O thc total dis-
regard af the graciaus assurance tliat ho that bolieves "lmakes his calling and
election sure." And these are not a tithe af the sources of doubt and perplemity
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