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Noed w'e say Lliat we arc deeply interested in te ission to Britiili Columnbia ?
IYe have chronicled ail that we could gather as to its inception and development*
À. brother beloved hias gone forth fron among us, laden wvith the prayers and
sympathies of the churches. lVc have waitcd ivith breathless anxiety, to convey
tidings of the guidance of an unerring hand, ia leading hhn to his desired haven.
lEs first ejiorts, in settling up thc tabernacle of the Lordon the shores of Vaneouver's
Island, have bc.en rccorded. It was, therefore, vrith unmitigated pain, that we
received, shortly after we had forwarded ail the copy for our last issue, a Circular
from 11ev. WV. F. Clarke, announcing a state of things which we grievously de-
plore. Our readers are already inf'ormed, throughi the pages of the Canadian ln-
dependent, of the position occupied by Mr. Clarke, towards the colourcd population
of Victoria. This position, it appears, did not meet the approbation of the 11ev.
Ilathew Mae6ie, appointed by the Colùnial 3lissionary Society to co-operate in
the miissinn. Instead of inaking this differeace a matter of forbearance, until the
advice or the Committee in London was scughit and obtained, issue wvas joined by
the action of tho brother from England, first, by his absence froni the Sab-
bath services nlready establishied ; and, secondly, by the inauguration of sepa-
rate serviceq, of which the f'ollowing pubie notice was given: I "Suday Ser-
viée-Thc 11ev. Mathew iMaclie, of the British Colonial Missionary Society, will
preach on and after Sunday, the 16tlh instant, (October,) and until further notice,
in El Dorado Hall, Yates Street, whien Presbyterians, Coagregationalists, and al
others, are respeetfully iavited to attend. Divine service to, commence in the morn-
ingr at eloyen, and in the eveaing at hiaif-past six." This mode of propa.gating the
filithi, does nat strike us as peculiarly niarkcd by wisdom. Division and separa-
tuon are not tie elenients o? strengthi. This action i,3 net the ralying of a body
of believers araund a pastor, to mnain tain by tlieir own mens and efforts, a prin-
ciple binding- tneir consciences, and for whieh they must give an account ut the
judgmient-seat of Christ. It is the action of an Agent of a general society, in
opposition te the work of a brother Agent already occupying the ground. The plea
lias been urged in defence, that the mission wvas profcssedly te overtake the col-
onists. That that end cannot bo achieved by '.%r. Clarke's mode of proceedure,
remains to be proved. The voluntary attendance of coloured persona on the
means of grace, is surely ne greater departure from the constitution and end
sougrht b) be attaiaed by the Colonial 'Missionary Society, thau the invitation of
Presbyt - as, Congregationalists, and ail oliers, te attend. This fairly embraces,
in a population like that o? Victoria, the coloured inhabitants-unless their dlaimi
to maïxhood is denied-and listening to the invitation of a Christian minister frem
the land o? liherty, and the messenger of churches distiaguished for their love of
freedom and the slave, are they to find themnselves branded and proscribed, the
vietims of a prejudice and a customn degrading and anti-ebristian. las it corne
te this, that the "lNegro corner» is an institution patroaized by the Colonial
Missionary Society ? Neyer. Well eau we reinember the fervid denunciation
by George Thompsen, Esq., of that and other wrongs, the produet, of American
slavery; his burang words as they fell from cloquent lips, awakening a deep


