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$1,1>to <rn an îd $i 1 1,o2g to othier couintrics.
If Ille rawt% material expurted is wvortit iii rouind lgures
. Muillionî dollars the vaille of UIl saine mlaterial mlade
',il aud sIîipped in th Ui antufacturcd forni Nwould lteucan
the addition of lotir or five million dollars to the x
ports of Canada even ii tlle present stage of its dle-
velo) lilent.

Ail initerestifîg palîpilîk't dealiîîg witl ts:jcstos, froin
UIl geological point of v'icw, wvas plîblishced list year
hy the (kcological Survcy of Canada, the alitlor bcing
I h. lý. NV. Ellis. Front tItis iL appears that of tlle

..uiien mines oî,crated to a greater or lcsscr extent
iu Canada al but two arc in the province of QuiýICbc.
.,\i idlea of the growvtl of asbcstos production con-
sidered as a nîining industry,. iay bc gttiercd front
I lle fact tliat the output of this country lias growvu
frolln 380 tonts in x88o, val-ted. at $24,700, to 40,416) toits
iii io)02, valticd at 'l'4,19 lie avecrage value lias
varied fi-011i $26 per toit tp to S[27 per to11. OVilg to
the varying uses of the niaterial a mutcli lowcr grade
of rock can, bc turned to accotint now tli forilierly,
hience tlic average value lias beu reduced in receia
>,cars, but tlhe liglit grade fibre maintains its price, the
mîarket vailue of No. t crude rock raligîng froli $150 to

$200o lie ton. Tihose iintercsted inay bc able to get
information also froin J. Obalski, Ilispector of 'Mines
for Qucebcc, w'lo refers to the industry in detail iii luis

aunal repot ts.

THE SILK INDUSTRY 0F THE UNITED
STATES.

The Ilistorical pamphlet recenitly publislicd by the
Silk Association of Anierica, and uîotcd clsewlîcrc in
this issue, contains ant instructive accouint of thîe
grovth of tlîe sillk industry iii the Unitcd States. As
early as thîe mîiddle of tlîe x6tU century ant attcntipt wvas
îin.c to cstablishi tlhe industry on titis contifleut, %%lien
Cortez cxpcriiiiented iii sericulture anmong thte Aztccs
iu MeIxico. In i6o8 James 1. irîtroduced the sill. wormi
lu bis royal estates il Etiglaîîd, and a short tinte after-
%vard lie reco:nnîended thie Virginia Conipany to raise
silk %ornis ratlier tian tobacco, "~lih»said lie, "bc-
sides lunîtch expexise, bringetli withi it mny clisorders
and iîcoîîvcnien ces." Misfortun:e overtook the at-
uemliîts tlîat Nverc Ili-de to conîiply wvitl th~e royal coin-
maîiid, andi anotber mnore percnîiptory deni iu 1622
produced no, more rcsult. Fronti tliis timie on, spas-
mo(,die atteipts %vere made to raise sil, iu Lte colonies
1lit niever amouîotted to muchi. At tlîe tinte of.grcatecst
:îctivlty before thie Revolution the c.xport of raw% silk

avrged only Soo pounds per anni.
Aiter the Revolution several suites began payiug

î.rciiiiiis and bouies for tlle planting of înulbcrry
trecs, and in. S~ thte federal, goveruî:itenit cncourigcd
sericuilture by issuing a ruaisual ou Ille grot tlî n
uuaniufactîirc of silhr. For about tNeiitv years the
-, riculture bulîible swelled. The growflî of Itle inuil-
berryw~as uuîidertikecn in varions stites, and utiagazzincs
tvere publislîed it Ille iinterests of lte iîidustry. ".\o

Coîîptitcu,"said oneo uthesc pliecrs, "niedt be fenrcd

for years to conie> if ever. Thie bounty offcred on silk
by the State of Nmv jersey will pay ait the expense of
ulialzing iL, andt leave the wvbole of te crop cicar profit.
'J'lie bounity graîîled by Piicîusylvaîiia wvîll do eveti
iiorc."

111 1844 tlîc bubble burst. Comipetition, with Italy
iu tlîe production of raw sîlk wvas impossible oui ac-
count of the price of labor. Since i8.ý fetv attctnpts
have beeni mîade to raise silk on this continent, but the
attention of the United States lias becît turned ratlier
to silk manufacture. Tlic idea of succcssfully mnanu-
facturiîîg froin itipgrted raw mnaterial wvas scorinedat
Iirst, but it gradually gained ground until in .1857 the
governunent withdrew tlîe îg per cent. duty on rawv
silk, tlîuis encouraging tlic manufacturer with duty-frc
raw material. Thtis change ini the tariff lias becu
cliaractcrized as onc of tic few tlîat did littie liarnu at
tlîe Limie and that lias donc good ever Silice.

Thei duty on silk goods at tîtat tinte wvas 24 per
cent., but duriuig Lte civil war it wvas raised by a series
uf advauces Lo 6o per cent., and the resuit wvas a great
stinmulation of ilia!itufactturing. Power-Iooni wcaving
tvas introduced and the range of goods mntifactureci
wvas increated umail lu 1870, -tle silk goods manu-
factured in Paterson, N.J. alone, w'ere valued at over
fotir mlillionIs, in 1872 the Silk Association of Anti-
erica ivas organizcd. The Ceîîtennial, Exposition of
1876 ivas '. great stimulus to tlîe s41k industry, as by
iL the people of the United States discovered that thcy
wcre able to supply tlîeir owvn wants in titis line, ante
tic nations of Europe rccognized a coming rival.

In 1883 tlîe duty on silký manufactures ivas re-
duced froin 6o to 50 per cent., and it lias rcmnained at
tat figun! ever silice. From 1893 to 1897 thcre wvas at

period of stress for the textile industries, aîxd a tinte of
uîicertainty îvith respect to tariffs, but in the latter
year Lte duty wvas flxcd at an average of 50 per cent.
on ail silk nîanuifacttres.

By î9oo the silk îndustry liad obtaîned third place
autîong the textile industries of tite cotintry, and tlîe
United States hiad beconie the second silk rnanufactur-
in- country of tlîe wvorld.

Not only lias the silk manuifacturer ln the Unitedi
States nmade a success of lus busintcss in lus ovn. couin-
try, but lie lias crosscd Lue line and established the lu-
dustry lu Canada, the two silk rnilîs of titis country
liaving,both been starteti as branches of United States
concerns. Tlîe znniber o! silk power loouîs it tlîe
United States inii 194 is 56,225, o! wlnchi 47,.72,5 are
operating on piece goods, and tce balance on ribbons
and otlier narrowv fabries. Tlîe number of tlirowing
spindles is 1,250,000, anc of accessory spindles, ,2,
ooo. The industry employs about 75,000 liantis, andi
the animal value of the products ovet $îoooooooo. It
wvill tîtus be ndinittcd that tîte lîistory of the silk iu-
dustry of the Uniited States is a triumphi of consistent
protection front governiient combinied witlx» thc in-
ventive skill. of tliose cngaged lu the îndustry. A
sinmllar policy pursued on this side of tîte hue %vitli
regard to tlîe woolen industry %votld niake Canada
onie of thte grcatest woolen ntanufacturing counitries
of tlîe world.


