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a few hours. The gate would then bic closeid and loced once
more, flot to lic openced until the following Friday.*1hog
no business wvas donc, the ancient mnari. was flot cntircly
dcertcd. For many years a solitary web of brown clotb was
visible for a short tinte ecl Friday, deposited iii tlie gatc-
way by the latc John iNicNichioll, of MNaghera, whio mnade hi*
weckly journcy fur the purpose, and sdîo, after rcmlaining for
a i)eriod varying front a few minutes to an hlour ('r SO, rc-
mov'ed the welb until the next Friday. whcn the saine per-
formance wvas cnactcd. lfy this Illeans, it is sakl. lie thouglit
he preserved or established soînc projirictary dlaim ta the

Interior of Old Brown Linen Hall.

dld place. He 'lied a few-weks ago, and his son, James INe-
Nichaîl, j>roposed ta, continue bis fa.thir's practice, but on
arniving at the oId l3rown Linen Hall on the 22.1d haist., lie
found the gate locked. MNurphy & Orr, tIi. well.knnîsnýi lnen
and damask nianufactturers, 18 Donegaîl Street, wlîase tircnt-
ises adjoin the înarkct and who, are the custodians of the ke..
and dlaim ta, bc now the legal pc'ssessors of tic ancient
m narket place, questioncd bis riglit ta, enter tîte ground anti
rcfused ta, open the gate. Mien followed the scene describe.l
in aur last issue. '.%r. INcNicholl sold anc or two pieces of
bis web, and it the evcning closcd the premises, and had a,
new lock put on the outside of the gates, while Murphy &
Orr had it locked as usual ont the inside.

On Thursday niglît, :sthi inst.. Bernard Mý\cNicboll.
ïMaghcra, with bis twa brothrrs. James a.nd John Josepli, anI
ahout a dozen young mnen i lut t employnient, visitcd the
1--lacc ta effeet an entranice in order ta lie in possession of ht
on Friday, which, according ta former custom, is tîte weck'.y
market. Admission by means of a l<cy living impassible,
they removcd the lock ta find thait the gate was barricaded ont
the inside. Proicuring a laddcr, Mr. M2\cNicholk and bis
fiiends scalcd the wall, gat into thc grounds andl
rem'aved the demris ohstructing thc passage, among
whieh was found the ancient web whieh had heen allowvcd ta,reniait an the premises ta kcep up the aplîcanance of a
market Mr. J. S. Mitahon. solicitor, attcnded with tbc
Messrs. McNicball ta, give advice if necessa: y, but noa oncu
present raised any question as ta the lcgality of the matter.
A numben af police on spccial duty and a large crowd of
people watcbed the procedings with intcrest. Having cleared
the gateway, Messrs. 'i\INichail and theïr assistants re-
mafined on guard aIl niglit. On Friday thc market was;
visited by a large tiumber of people, sanie of whom banglit
small quantitics of the web, pnaliably as souvenirs. At 2.3o
the brothers and their friends quietly departed, locking the
gate un tlîe outsidc when they left.

The first Linen Hall was esbablished by the EarU af

Donegall in Anin Street about the year 1746, but Ille place
was sold by auction oit JUIY 13, 1756. lIs place was takell
about 1754 -by a Lincn liall in Donegall Street, tlien calledi
New street, tupon or near the site of St. Atine's cluireli, now
lieing converte(1 int a cathedral. W~lîen tlîc panisl church of
Belfast was to bic erecti'd in 1774, the place oit whlich thq
Linen Hall stoud wvas. acc.rdlitig to Bln. the local liistoraii,
dIcemed the inost suitable site. II; was accordingly clioscii
for the chtirch, and tîte prtscnt B3rown Li.in Hall tvas giveni
in its stead. 13y the order of George Black<, Sovercigit of
Belfast, published in 1775. tîte sale of browî litien cloth was,
ta lie confined ta the "Litien Hlall iard," anil "the mnarkct
for yarn to, Broad street, oîllerwisc WVaring Street. front the
corner of Skippers lane to the corner of Biduge strcct."
The nature of the traite carried ont in thte Blrown Linien 1-lal
up tilt te middle of tlîe last century lias been tlus describeid
hy thc local historians: "The linien blcachers or thecir agents
travelledl about in groups, like a sniall troop of cavalry, frontî
mnarket ta, market ont horsehack for society and secunity.
spending alnîost the entire wcek iii this way." Whcn tlîey
reached the nmarket places they 'were elevatcd "oit stools <>r
tables or siînaîl hult: permanent stzinigs"-reni.lins of sottie
aire still ta bie seen in Donegaîl strcct-rceiving the webs- for
examination, and ptrchase front tîte wcavcrs tvho stood lie-
ieath theni, and who camle from the surrotinding districts.
The quantity of linen liought in this zîlanner in Belfast wVas
lot as large as in Ballymena and otlîcr rural centre%. lit
1784 the sales ln tbe Belfast Brown Linien Hall were esti-
inatcdt to ainoutit to, £Io liper week, whereas sales iii nanly
other places fair exceeded that sum. The old loom and Spin-
iiing-wheel have long since disappearcd front the farmers'
houscs, except it spccific districts, sucli as ncar Lurgani.
wliere special classes are iniufacturcd that tîte power-loomls
-ire unable to toucli. In t85 David Alderdice. wlîo liait the
key of the Belfast Brown Lir.en Hall in Ilis possession, re-
fuscd ta, open the gate. The inenilers of the trade callcd a
meeting, and authorized Robert Ro<ldy to, gct a niew lock
and key, ard he wvas cduly installcd ns custodian. %fi.

Mr. McNichoil and His Wcb of Clath.

Roddy's suecessors ini business are Murphy & Onr. aiid thcy
continticd in thc guardianship cof the m~arket pîlace, anI. WC
liclieve, hive paid for niary ycars tlîe rates and taxes f.-r
whkch it is asscssed. It is stated iliat by the terms of the
charter, which appears ta, have been lost, thc hall is ta lie
apened at zx ockl every Friday for te transaction of busi-
ness-tbe sale af brown linen. 1~Th pncscnt Mà\r. iNcNiclîoll's-
grandfather is said ta have sold brown cloth or sacking (flot
linen) at the entrance of tbe aId B3rown Linen Hall. -tnd was
permibtedl ta stand intheb sielter of the gabcsvay during wet
weatber. His son, the labe John MeNiNichoîl. although no>
sales taokl place, continucd the custom of placing a web of


