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Mr. G. S. Duryee, Conuniiissioner of baulking and
insurance, New Jersey, lias our best thanks for lus
valu able Report, Part 2, for r 893.

Sympathy for Mr. J. R. Booth, eiicited by bis twvo
serious fires this year, is beinig hieiglîtcnled by niews tlint
lie is a sufferer froni bush fires at Snake Creek, Mada-
%vaska river.

The Inaurance Commnissioners of fie United
States nmct 0-i 5ti inst. at tlie Thousand( Islands. 'lie
fraternal and assessmient conipanies rccivid cousider-
able notice at the meeting.

The Chronicle Company bas our thanks for.
thieir Il Fire Tables for 1894," and a miatnal fur i-
suraitce agents, Il The Art of Caiivassiing," by MNr. W.
NMiller; bath are apprcciated.

The Mason!.c Mutual Beinefit Society of Indiana,
aftcr paying $5 ooo at death for a preiniumi of about $45,
lias Iowercd the ainount of its atsuranicc to $2,ouu, and
the aid meembers wvho have been paying for 25 years
biave to pay a lieavy assessient, or bc expelled. Thle
inutuality is înot apparent.

The Guarantee Company of North Aicrica lias
disnîissed its Pittsbiurg agent for doiîîg a class of bus-
iness lie wvas uiot autiîorized to effeect, and issuilng
policies witliout tlîe kulowledge of the conîipauy, for
whicli lie used bogus fornîs with fictitious signatures.
The conipany will replace these bonds by genuinec unes
,without extra cast.

The Provident Savirigs Life Assurance Society is
assuniing a policy providing for a diiîîîinisliîg amsurance
witi a fixed pretnuin. Thie axtunt of flic policy gocs
on decreasing until at 70 years the arnount is rit its
inininiutli, and so réiiiaiîîs, uuclîanged tîtrougli life.
Tlue insured person lias tlie option of clîangiug lte
paiicy for olle unider anotiier plan.

IGovernment Life Assurance-hiow liot to (Io at,"
i:, discussed in tlic F-oiliiihtly, by Sir jules X'ogel,
wvho is severe on the post office staff for carelessuess of
work, ani itiability to supply reliabie inforination. Sir
jules regards it îîecessary ta place tlic governuxient lufe
assurance departinent under ail experienced, eîîergeî
mianager, ta niake it successful. \Vhy tiot leave life
assurance ta conipanies wviîo understaud the business,
aud nicet aIl legitiintate requirenients?

The French law is inuclî approved by Mr. George
P. Field of 13oston, wliich imiposes a lieavy penalty on
tlieoccupa-ut ofahiousewlviere afire occurs. 'fliere,u-
iess a tenant eau show tlîat a fire wvas caused by fanit iii
the structure, the policy is invalid. If adeliiîqueut's
néiglibars are daiiaged, lie nîust repair tlie injury.
Againist titis risk, insurance is takeîî wvii is validi in
relation ta thieliîîighblor's loss, bttîot tollis own. 'lic
liw is a very severe elle, anîd is believed ta itîduce sucli
caution as reduces lire risks lnaterialiy.

Western Minnesota, Wisconsinî anid Iowalhave bia<l
devastatiing forest fires, by whlich 2o townis have beci:
swePt awayaiîd severalliunidreci ives lost. Apart froil:
the tituber, the loss is estinxiated as at Ieast 12 inilliotît
af dollars. It is urged, that the precautions takenil
Europe against forest fires sliould be adopted iii th(c
States and Canada. The conditions are uxot alike. Il
A'istria and France, for instance, tliere is less ain acre o
forest per lhead of population, .nid les,i lu gland, il
tlis counItrY the ratio is 136 acres of forest per lxcad, ant
in the States about 17.

The fire waste Of 1894 up ta unîd of August is re-
î)Oîtud as $IO,432.Soo. \Ve fear the forest lires iii
tie West %vill nuake the Septeliiber return a disastrous
record. TIhis briîîgs tlie total for tItis year to$87,453,
000O.

The development of dairying and cattie raisîng
seetus ta bc raisiug the statuls and imiportance of the
cow. A rural agetnt af a local conîpaily wvas se deeply
itîîpressed by flie inipressive event tîtat Ile 1e/egrqphed1
tlie dcatîî af a cov ta file liead office !lie got titis iii
relily -"I As %we cannot resuiscitate the animal, wve liardîy
sec the urgeuicy of teiegrapiîing iii tItis case;" but tîxatL
answer does not dIo tîxe -agenît justice, wvlo, no douht,
w'as anxiaus ta give amiple tituie for gettiing santie oftîîe
staff up ta tlîe funieral, wvlich wvas very tlîougîîtfül of
iiiii and very respectful to tlie deceased.

FINANCIAL ITEMS.
The half-yearly dividends of the Batik of B3ritish

Northt Anîcrica at 5 per cent. pera attutin, attd the

The extent of iîew boans anîd sectirities tuade and
l)lace(i on the Lotndon inark-et ta iniddle of July this
year 1vs r76,000.000, %viiich is 36 itilliaiis i exces
af sainie period in 1 S93, but less than il' t1890 by 325
millions.

A dispute bas arisen betwveen several of aur leading
julte iîîiporters andciftie custonis authorities, the Charge
beilg m~ade titat tliey have itniparted this tîtaterial free,
in a luiglier state ofai anfacture thau the Tariff allows
wleietio duty is cliarged.

Ocean penny postage is stated by, Sir Adolphie
Caron nat ta be obitructed by any difftculty iti Canada.
lie suggests that L-iiglind sliouid commence withl the
Poiîiuioît i tItis refartît, aîîd this wvould Iead to ils
extensioni througliotît tlie £- ipire at lia distanit date.

The Registrar of English Frîendly Societies
reports the fundfs lieid by thtni ta aggregate $986e-
616,935 ; if to titis lie a<l(ed file deposits iii Saviligs
Biaiks ii flie United Kitîgdomi, wve get a total of
Si , 1 -6,06S,SS S as lte total funids laid by for a rainy day
1, te hutuibler classes iii Great Britain.

The Trustees of a Coliseum iii Minneapolis ]lave
becti tauglit a lessan as ta tlie duties and respouisi-
bilities af tlieir positiotn by a fire liaviiig deslroyed
$4o,ooo af tliis praperty iti thecir charge, %vhici tiîey
iîad inisured for only $î 5,000, hanvixg rediuced the
itîsurance wvlien a recent aciatce iii rates %vas tuiade
iiiftint City.

Municipal bonds ]lave becoie a iiore tlitan usually
favorite ivestinent iii tLe United States this year,
doubtless owving ta a wvell grouîîdcd distrust of sonie
alier secuirilies. Thli idea seeins ta be daîvning on a
large class afi hivestors thaf a tliorortglily sound
sectirity yielclntg a îîîoderate but sure revenue are
prefcrable ta those wvhose i7alue is, ta a large extent,
contingent upon tlie fluctuatiaons af trade.

i The production of gold rase in 1S9 3 over tuiat ai
1tell years ago, by $10,7 70poco, or 53.05 per cent.; tuaI
iof silver iu the saine decade by $79,565,o, or97.59

i per~ cent. In tlie sainue period gold lias fluctuated
,inappreciably iii price, wvbile silver lias drapped from

i about,)5 cetnts to 56 cents peraounce, a decline i value
f Of 41.05 Per cent. To mnaintatin a parity iii value
i betweeîîI two prodlucts i>o Variable iii inarket value is

1proven by sucli variations as the above indicate to bc
ail itnpossibilitY.


