
14 THE CATHIOLTO REGISTER.

TUE GLADIATORS:
A TalO et01 om anld Judea.

E ROS.

Ci.iAPtEit XI.
STOLK'< WATER8.

The brokan celunmnet ofene cf VIII
buildings destreyed in the great tira cf
Romne, and net yot rostored, ivas glow
ing crianeen in the aîetting sun. Beu-
neath ita base, the Tibor was gliding
grmntl>' ou toards the ses. Thora wrae
a suýdued hum aven in the streets cf
the imperiài ciL7 tbat denoted how thn
burden and beat cf the day wore now
past; snd tîme tanguer cf the lieur
seemed ta peru-nle even thosa wba were
compelled te tail on in the strugglu for
breaci, and wbo could only inimagina
tien abandon theniseives ta repose.
ýOn a fragment et tha muin eaL Eica,
gàting intent>' on the water as it stala
b>'. Ia ail appearanco bis listtesa and
drean> mood was uncensciens cf sur
ronnding objecte. yet hi., attitude wai
that of ona prepared ta start int) ac-
tien at a moment's notice, and though
bis arma were felded and bis bead bout
dawra. bis car was watchiog eagorl>' ta
catch* the fainteet soundc.

It is s patiamnce-weariî2g procese, that
îame waiting for s woman ; aud nder
the muet favourabla circumetances is
productive cf much irritation, dissp-
pointmnent, and disgntt. lu the firat
place a man is invariabi>' to acon, and
this knowingly and as iL were with
malice prqiense. T-diig tume thudm by
the forelock, deînys bie ftight consider-
abi>', and iudeed reduces hie Pace te the
sloweet possible crawl , se that when
the appoiuted m net dees arrive, it
seenie te the watcher that iL bas leeu
puit a considerable poriad, and that bis
vigil should Le slready oer, wben in
reait>'itis onl'jcust be.-un. Thon, as
the minutes fteai on, cerne the differant,
miegivinga and ainspiciena which oui>'
arisa or snch occasions, and whicb in
bis right sonees the self-torturer u-ould
bc incapable cf barbouring. Circein.
stances which, wben the appeintmont
was made, aeenued expres1>' adapted
ta further bis designe, now change ta
insurmountable difficulties, or take
their place as links iu a chain cf de
ception which ha ptersuades hiniseif bava
been forged with uubeard-of duplicit>',
express1>' for bis discomfitnre. He
thinka Ladi>'o e ver>' oue, werat cf ail
cf bar, whese unpardonable fauit is
that she ie new soma fifty sarouds tata.
Thon cames a revulsien cf feeling, and
bis heurt loups ta bis mcutb, for yonder,
emerging on the long perspective, is a
female figure cbviousiy advanciug thi8
way. The expected abject is Lall, alim,
pliant, and walks with the firmn free
stop of a deer on tha beather. The ad-
vsucing ahape is s-hort, fat awkward,
and waddlea iu ita gait ; nevertheleis,
iL is nat tilI iL bas reacbed within arm'a
length that ho will allow himef te he
convinced cf bis dsappointmnent. If
iLs cas are pretu>' quick, the unoiend-
ing figura may well ba shocked at the
deep sud atartlingi execratien wbich its
presence calse forth. Thon Lagune au-
other phase cf despendency. humilia.
tien, and bit,'er self-coritempt, tbrongh
ail which pleasant changea cf feeling
the old feverieh longing romiains as
strcng as over. At lait aime Comase
round tho corner in good carnest, with
the wel.knawn amIe iu ber ayes, the
well known greetingeon ber lips, snd he
fargets in an instant, ns if they had
nover beau, bie anxiot>', Lis anger, his
reproaches, ail Lut tho presonce that
bringe light ta bis lifoand gladnee te
bis huart oca more.

Esca rose impationtl>' at int.ervale,
walked a few puce te and fra, sat
down again, and thraw sauI frag-
menta et the ruin into the watcr.

.Presentl>' a figue, drapod in black
and ciesely veilod, moved dowu ta tha
river's Bide ne.ar wbere the Briten sat

amid began tllling a pitetior fran, tho lie draw a long broath as if rolleved.
streiatu. It could tmardiy have pased IlAnd lyot you wisbed ta e me
tho columii witheut seeing hlmi, yet did again 1" ho asked, phile a glearcocf
it ficii iineenscioue cf hie presenea; liappimoss brigbtonmed big face.
anîd Whoe could tell liow tbc Iliert miglît %Vhy net 1" ebe replled %vith a kind
lie beating withîin tha bosoni, or the amile. ' Theughi tbat band la a slave.
cheol< bitiahiug bebind tue veil?1 it atruck my uneniy down with the

That veil wae lifted, liowcver, withi force cf a hundred warrioru ; tbotigb
an exclamation cf SmrPriseP, wbeil Eiqca that arm le a elaveia, iL bora me home
etooped cver ber ta tako the pitcher with the care and tendornese of a
frein lier band, and Mlartinino'i chek woman. Ali tell ana not cf slavory
turned Peler now than iL liad been wvhen tho limbe are strouR. and thn
even ou tbe mnorable niglit wlien ho hieurt iq brava ammd pure. Tbough tho
rescued ber frein tbo grasp cf Sjiado body' be chained witb irca fetters,
and bis fellow-bacclîanaie. wbat maLter su long au tba spirit is

Rie, tae. muruxured soa vague frte Esca, you do net boliove I tbink
%Yerds cf tistoniasnment ut tiuding ber the worse cf ycu bocausoi you arc a
bore,. If tbey were bonet, for whom hecathen and a elavel"
could lie have ien waiting ge immpati. Iuer vaico wae ver>' soft and low
ctil 1 a-l iL is Possible, besidtu', Mari Iwliîle she apoke bmit naine. No veice
anme might have beau a littie disap Lall evor sounded ge sweetly in bie cars
puintedl badl acicen allowed ta fili ber before. A now, strange eense cf bappi.
pitcher freont the Tiber fur hersoîf. noe bseemtd te porvade bis wbola boing

The Juwce Lad heun tbinkaing about yot ho Lad nover toIt. bis situation se
him a gced deal moretlii tILm sbe inteî,d gailing aîîd unendurabla as naw.
cd, " a good deal nmcre tban *the kiiow, "I would net bave yen tbink the
for the last twe daya. IL is strange worso cf me," ho arswoead. eagerly,
how very iusonsiliy such tboughtm *'open any account. Listan, Malamna.
gain grcwtb and strengtb without cura 1 was taken captive in war and bronghbt
or culture. Thora are plants we prune bore waith a hundred others ta Renme.
and water overy' day whicb nover rach j We were set up likecatzle ini the slave-
nie than a smciz1y and ituntcd vitalit>' markcet. Lîke cattie alea wc 'vers pur.
after ail, and thora are cthera tîmat wo cbased, oe b>' oe by thune wha
trample down, out. nver, tour up by eatîemed theoiseivas practised judgcs
the vcry route, w)micb nevorthelees cf humai) wares. 1 wau bougbt by
attain snch vigor and luxuriance tîmat Oains Lucius Licinius at the price cf a
our walls ar i covered by their tendrails yoke of exen, or a coupla cf chariot-
and cour dwallin.e pervaded by tîmoir herges. Bougbt and sold like a beast of
fragrance. the field. and driven home ta my new

Mariamne was no bigoted daugbter mauter 1"
cf Judab, for wbom the strangor was Ile spoko with a acoru ail the more
an cutat becauso a benuhen. Her bitter frein having been repreaaed so
constant interceurse with Cà1chas bad long. Yet ho kept back and smotbered
taugbt ber nobler truthe tban Ab ad the indignation rising within bum. This
derived frein the traditions cf ber was the first car that had ever bean
faiheru'. And wîth ail ber pride of race 1open te bis wrongs, aud the temptatien
and national predil.ctiene, eiu bad was strong ta pour thaen freel>' forth to
imbibed those principles cf charity and si interestod and partial a listener.
teleration wbmch fornsed the groinnd. Tu do humn justice, ho refraiuad frein
werk cf a noir relmgion, destined ta the indulgence. He lied beon taugbt
shed lis tight upen ail the nations otf froui cbuldhoc'd that it wus weak and
the eatb. womanieh ta compiain ; and the man

It was flot precisoly as a brother, bad net forgotten the laSsons cf the
tbough, that M,%ariamne had ynt brougbt boy.
hersait ta regard the handeome Blritish lier ô entie voico again iuterposed in
slave. sootbing sud conaoling accenta.

Thay were sen canveaing hsppily IlBut ha is kinci,' a said, lakind
tegrether. The embarrasmena. cf meet- aumd c3nsiderate--yeu teîd me Re your-
ing bail disappeared witb the first affec. self, 1 cortid net bear ta think bum
tation cf surprise. Lt was not long ethcrwise. Indeed, Esca, it would
before ha told ber bow tired ho had make mo ver>' unhappy ta kuew that
beau cf watching by the broken columu yen-"
at the river sida. flore a broe off suddenly, and

-Haw couid yen know 1 shonld sn.xtched upr the pitcher ha badl Leen
coma boera 1", asked the girl with a look filtiug for ber with such baste as ta
cf infinuta sinuplicuty aud candeur, jspaîl hait ic.s contents ovor bis dross
tbough she muet bava remembered ail and ber own. "lThere is sema oe
the tume, that ehe had net scrupled ta watching us!1 Farewell l'" she whisper.
hint at the daily practice in ceumr3eocf ed in a breathies, frightened voica,
conversation wîtb Calchas, on the night and hurried away, turniog ber bond
wben Esca brougbt ber safely home. once, bavever ta ceut a glance oer ber

ciI hoped it," ha replicd witb n sbouldt r, nnd then haitentd home
emile. - I bava Leen a hunter ycu faster than before.
kuow, and have lcarued that the shyest Esca looked af ter ber while she con-
and wildest cf animais seek the water- tinued in aight, cither unconsciaud cf
&ide at sun;et. I was boe yestcrday, their vicinity, or at all avants net
and waited two long heoure in vain," neticing a pair cf bLd black eyes that

She glauced quickly at bin, but wvore fixed upen bimi with an expres-
witbdraw ber eyes immediutel>', white sien cf areh and ludicreus surprise.
the biood nieunted te ber pale face. Rie turnad angrily, boever, upon the

IlDid yeni expect te sea meo' sheab intruder, wban the lack eyes bad
..Cd in a trembling veice; "andi 1 gszed their filt, snd thair owne-r burat

nover lof t the bouse the wbalo of yester cut inta a laud, merry, and mocking
day!1 Ob, how 1 wish 1 liad kuown lau.
it 111 Thon she stopped in painful CIIAPTEit XII.

embarrassment, as baving said teeon.î~
much. Mlyrrhina'a voice was at ail turnesHo appeared net te notice ber cou- pitched ln s bigh ke>'; ber accents
fusion. Ho seeied. te hava sema wera ver>' distinct sud 8hrill, admirably
confession ta mako on bis own part- adaptcd for the expression of decisien
somethiug ho hardly dared t) tell ber, or the conveyance cf sarcastie remarca.
yat which bis boncaL nature couid net . "lSe I bave mun yen juta a cerner at
consent sbouid I.o withlmid. At lest 'ast," she said, Ilanci a pretty hunt yen
ha aaid iL with au effort: bava given mel "ris ta draw water,

IlYou know what I am 1 My timo cf course, that yen came dawn te the
is net my own, ni> výéry limLq bLcong Tiber side juet at suuset; and yen met
te anothor. IL maLtera net that the ber nuite b>' accident, I duro ssy. that
master is kinci, gocd, and censiderate. slip cf a girl in ber wisp cf black
NI ariamne, I amn a slave' ciothes, wbo flitted away just new liko

I kuow if," sho answered, ver>' a gheat going back again ta P, w.srpina.
gentiy, with a loving pity beaming in I Ah i yen gape like a caît wben the>'
ber dark ayez. IlMy kinenian Oaîchas put the garland on him for sacrifice,
told me as much alLter yen went away." 1 snd tha pour thing munches t.ho ver>'

flovar-btids that dock hlm for destrîîo.
tien. Wall, yon at lest arc roserved
for a nobler altar, and a wortbier fitte
than to givo your lest gap ta a sorcercs
in tho suburbe. Jiupiter I bout yen
stare, and how bondoo 7011 look,
you proat, strong barbarlan, whoen yen
arc thorougbly surpriend 1"

She put ber face go olose up to hii,
ta laugb at hill, that the geturc'
almuostaniouîîted touacareuis. ài1yrrbinu
bad 'mo îlight inclination te make lova
te the atalwart Briton on ber own
accaunt, pending tho conolusion of
certain negotiations aie foit bound ta
carry out on ber miutreas»'s. Theo
wero the resuit of a conversation held
that morning while the muid was au
usual combing out ber lady's long and
beautîfill bair.

Valertl,i sloop bad bon broken and
restlcas She taused and *'îrned upon
ber pillow, and put back the hair froin
ber. faveroci cheeke- and throbbing
temples ini vain. It was wcary werk ta
le gazing with eyes wide open at the

fieriur shadows cast by the nigbt
lamp on1 the opposite *Wall. It was
atili legs productive of a1eepý-ta &but
thamtigbt and abandon herself to*.tbo
vision thusi orcate-d, which stood out in.,
lifa-like coloiirs and refaeed We bc dis-
pelled. Do wbat uhe would ta 'fdrget
hum, and conjuro up somae other ol'ijêct,'
tbere was tbe yoting birb;eàin, towér-
ing like a demigod over thé'".Ènean
effeeainate -tbrong; there wver&e;4he
wavifig linan garcients, and the reelimjÎ
aymbolu, and the toiising bande, and
the scowling faces of the priesis of
Isis ; thera was the daik-ela& girl with
ber graceful pliant forin ;--and there,
yes, always thora, in bis moddenidgj
beauty, was the tali bravei figuré,.
gathering ituelf in set te strike. -SÇme
could nlot analyze ber fenlings, ibe
believid herself bewitched. Valoria
bail nat reacbed the prime of ber
wonanbaod, witbcut baving sounded,
au sbe tbought, avery chord of feeling,
tasted of every cep that proniisod
gratification or excitenient. She bad
been flattereci by brave, courted by
handsome, and admired by clever mien.
Sompshe fancied, soma abe liked, some
she laugbcd at, and conne she told
berseif sta loved. But thie was a
new sensation a1toge'her. This intense
andi passionate longing sbe bad never
foît befere. But for its novelty it
would have been absolutaly painful.
A tiniid girl might bava been frighten-
ed at it ; but Valeria was no timid
girl. Sha was a wonian, on the cen-
trary, who, witb ail the ongerness and
impetuosity cf her &ex, possessud the
tonagity cf purpose and the i eaointon
of a man.

Obviously, as she could nlot conquer
the sentiment, it was ber nature ta
indulge it.

IlI bave a message te Licinius," said
abe, turning at the saine tume froin the
mirror, end sufferinig ber long brown
baïr ta fali aoier ber faca like a veil ;
Il message that 1 do nlot cure ta
write, lest iL auld be an 1>y othor
e"es. Tell me, Mlyrrbino, bow can 1
bout conivey it ta my kimisman 1"

The waitinç3.maid waq far tao astute
ta suggest th-a obviaus arrangement cf
a private interview, thon. whicb nothing
couid bava been easier, or ta ofler her
cwn servicces, as san omisisary wbo had
alroady provod berself traetworthy in
many a wall-conducted intrigue; for
Myrrhins knew ber busines tao 'Wall
ta heaitato in playing into the bande
cf ber mistrste. goabsh assuned a
look cf porplexity anmd deep reflection
wbilo, finger on forehead, as the resuit,
cf profound thougbt, a miade the
following reply ;

IlIt wonld iha cafest, madani, would
it net, ta trust tbe niatter ta soma
confldexutial slave 1"

Vaieffa's beart waz bating fast, and
the fair check was pâie again now,
whilo ahe answe-red, witb studied aure-
lesanes.

dg Perhaps iL would, il 1 eould think
cf oe. Yeu lrnow hie bouRobold,


