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regret that many of these study religion in a
hostile spirit—that their aim, often when they
profess 1o be merely searching after truth, is
to subvert the very foundations of religion.
And religicn is not merely attacked by the
vulgar atheist like Ingersoll, but by the ear-
nest philosopher like Spencer ; by the sincere
and richly-gifted liferateur like Aruold ; by
the high-toned scholar like Rensu. If the
theologian wishes to be thoroughly equipped
for bis task, he must be ready to meet the
attacks of such men as these ; or, assuredly,
enquiring minds will be led astray by their
teachings, presented, us such teachings are, in
a style of great richness and beauty. The age
needs, the age demands an intellectnal minis.
try. And, unless the ministry is an intellec-
tual one, it will be left behind, and its teach-
ings will he disregarded by the restless, en-
quiring spirit of the times. T counsel you to
pass much of your time in the study. If you
pursue your researches in a religious spirit,
then, even though these may not always di-
rectly bear upon the Sakbath duties, they will,
in course of time, add to the valuc of your
pulpit ministrations. They will expand your
thoughts and give grace and richness to your
intellectual lite. Remember that evavgelical
fervor is not all that is needed in the pulpit.
Intellectual strength must be uoited with
spiritual zeal if the pulpit is to advance in
influence. Unless the minister passes much
of his time in the study, the truth he presents
to his hearers, even though they ere truths,
will Jose much of their freshness and force. 1f
the preacher wishes to interest his people and
to find satisfaction in his work, his mind must
be constantly growing. His intellectuel and
his spiritual life must be continually striking
out new roots and drawing nourishment from
a wider area. Only thus will his work be
satisfactory to himself. Then preparation for
the pulpit, instead of being a drudgery, will
beeeme a real pleasure. The minister does
not work for his people alone : he labors for
his Heavenly Master ; and it should be to him
a matter of delightand zeal tomale his work
as perfect as he can !

3. Above all, let it be your aim to study
carefully the Holy Scriptures. Thank God
the great truths of religion are altogether be-
side the questions raised by what are called
the Schools of Criticism ;—the critical objec-
tions raised by those schools may, or may not,
be true. If they prove true we will accept
them ; if they yrove false we will reject them ;
and there is an end of the matter. But the
great triths of religion remain behind all such
questions of criticism, and are not affected by

them. But if you wish to be a workman
thoroughly equipped for the wark to which you
have been called by the Master, then you must
study most carefally the great truths He has
revealed in His Holy Worp, and teach then:
truly and exactly, loyally and lovingly, not
in their letter only, but in their spirit and life.
It is one of the wonders of this wonderful
Boon, that the more it is studied, the morc
appears still to be learned, from its Divine
depth of riches,

4. Ineed hardly add that it will be your
duty to become acquainted with the feelings,
the wants, the difticulties of your people, by
frequently visiting them. Only thas will you
be able to gain a permanent influence over
your cengregation, You may be as strong as
you like in the pulpit ; but if you are not also
strong in the cottage, your ministry will Le
only half successfal. The pulpit ministration
and the pastoral visitation are like the double
action, the systole and diastole, of the heart .
each necessary for the well-being of the other.
I have known an crator famous in the pulpit,
but whose influence was almost nily becouse
he neglected personally to visit his people, and
thus to become acquainted with their feelings
and wants. Next to the study of the Scrip-
tures, I believe a study of human life,—with
its wants, its aspirations, its difficulties, ics
sorrows, its complex problems,«—to be the best
preparation a pastor can make for his life-work.

5. o much has been said, of late, regard-
ing the question ot union, that I carnot forbear
to say a few words en this topic. Whatever
advantages there may be in ccclesiastical union,
there are advantages still greater in the cult:-
vation of the spirit of unity. Let it be your
aim to foster this spirit with men of all sec-
tions of Christianity. Work Joyally, hand in
hand, with faithful ministers, even though
these belong to different denominations fromn
your own. Remember that the matters on
whicl you differ from them are of no moment
in comparison with the great truths and ob-
jeets you have in common. Remember, 1
beseech you, that the conquering of sin, and
the winning of souls for CHRIsT, are a higher
object to attain than the building up and
maintaining & wall of separation between you
and your brother soldiers, even though these
may belong to a different regiment from your
own. If others be hostile, still be you ever
peaceful !

6. Finally, I beseech you to culfivate 2
spirit of zeal and love for your profession. It
is the noblest profession in the world ! It is
yours to hold up the torch and to gnide men
in the path of religion. It is yours to win



