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S If I foryet thee, O Jerusalem, lec my right hand foraet ite canning.”— Psaln exxxvii. .
I A———

IR CATECHISMS AND CONFES-
SIONS.
The Rev, Dr. Van Dyke has some able
emarks on the value and use of the West-
ninster Confession of Faith and Care-
hisms, from which we extract the follow-
ng - —
[?"I‘hey are a charter of our liberty, as
oll as a safeguard of our orthodoxy in
oard to many points of doctrine. They
o no not teach that the word ‘‘day,” in
o record of creation, means a period of
venty-four hours ; they leave open also,
e question whether the creation of liv-
g furims was immediate, or through a
ng series of developments. They do
ot teach the doctrine of infant damnation,
or anything which contradicts the opin-
n that thesacriticeof Christ has reinoved
he guilt of original sin from the whole
uman race. They do not teach the duc-
ine of predestination in any such sense
makes God the author of sin, or does
iolence to the will of the creature, or
kes away the liberty and contingency of
ond cautes. They do not teach the
echanieal theory. nor any other theory
f mspiration. They declare tha% the
ripture contains and are the Word of
od, but do not define the process by
hich they became so. They do not
ach the doctrine that God is reconciled
man, northathe needs to be reconciled;
t they teach that ‘‘Christ executeth the
ice of a priest in his once offering up of
mself a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice,
d to reconcile us to God.”, (Shorter

did not procure, it manifested, the love of
God.  The advacates of the New Theol-
ogy, crudeand vague as their protesta-
tions are, have some excuse for them, in
teachings which represent the Father. who
gave his only begotten Son out of his
eternal and infinitelove, as beingappeased
and turned from hatred to love, by the
sacrificial sufferings of that Son, or by our
acceptance of him as our Saviour. But
this is not the doctrine of our Confession.
Hatred towards anything but sin is not a
divine attribute.

As we claim a peculiar completeness for
our Westmineter Confession and Cate-
chisms, we claim also fur them a special
educational value. We think our shorter
Catechism stands pre-eminent for the
clearness and comprehensiveness of its

i doctrinal statements, and especially for

the accuracy and scripturalness of its ex-
positions of the Lord’s Prayer and the
Teu Commanddents. We esteem it sup-
erior, in these respects, to both the
Heidelberg and the Episcopal Catechisms,
though we are not insensible to their great
value. Without attempting a full dis-
cussion of this strong point, we will only
record something of what experience has
taught us as to the use of the definitions
in our catechism on the instruction of
enquirers and candidates for admission to
the Lord’s Supper; and especially of
those who have been so blessed as to learn
the catechism in childhood, How easy
it is to deal with such souls when the fire
of God’s Spirit has kindled upon their

techism, Q.25.) The gift of a Saviour

Christian knowledge. Take the defin-



