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THE SYNOD OF ‘T'HIE MAM“\IE
PROVINCES.

—

The Annual Meeting of the Synad ot
‘he Maritime Provinces, was held in Pie-
wu, on the first week of October. From
the published report of the proceedings,
the public can furm but a faint idea of the
work done. The attendance was fair and
the husiness gencrally routine. Of the
four proposcd by the ditferent Presbyte-
ries for the Moderatorship, the Rev. .\,
Ross, Pictou, was elected. Two denths,
ten demissions, 13 inductions, 4 transla-
tions, 4 ordinations, and 4 licenses are
reported since last meeting.  The subject
of large gatherings at comwmunions, was,
among other things, fully and wavrmly
discussed. The advantages and disadvan-
tages were brought out by the speakers
on both sides. Large gatherings, from
fime imrnorial h.mng been the rule in
this county on such important and solemn
occasions—when ministers were few and
the dispensing of the Lord's Supper of
comparatively rare occurrance, people
went long distances to attend them, and
the attendances were generally very large
and not only so, bt very decorous and
solemn, and the worshippers were reviv-
ed and strengthened by such cheering
sights, and dispersed, leeling and decloy-
ing that it **had been good for them to
have been there.” But although minis-
ters are now mo: ; bumerous, and the
commuaion services of very fr:quent oc-
currence, the gatherings in some places
continue as large as ever. The effects,
however, are different. The Communion
services are not (ke attraction to many
who assemble. Curiosity draws some.
Others come to sce and be seen. * 'To
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have a gomd time™ is motive suficieng
with others; while not o fuw eome with
*an eye to buasiness.”  Such motives can
add bat little solemnity to the occasion,
or derive but little prolit from it. The
lurgeness of the gathering on religious
oceasions cannot be reasonably objected
to, but when levity, frivolty and inatten-
tion characterize such gatherings, ’tis high
time that & warning voice were raised
against thent, and husiness and pleasure
seckers directed to go elsewhere to tollow
their favorite pursuits; that all things
may be done deeently and in order.
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TOUR OWN CHURC.L.

W. B. River JouN.—The Sacrament
of the Lord's Supper was dispensed at
W. B. River John, on the 29th ule.

Revds. Messrs. Feaser and McMillan
dispensed the sacrament of the Lord's
supper at River [nhabitants, C. B, on
the 22nd Sept. The weather was all that
could be desired, and notwithstanding
the short notice given the ttendaice
was very large.

SALTSPRINGS.—St. Luke’s congreza-
tion recently held a meeting with a view
to take the necessary steps to secure a
pastor, at which it was almost unani
mously resolved to correspond with Mr.
Gray, astudent about ‘o be licensed,
with the view ot offering him a call to
become their pastor.

EarLtows.—Mr. Duncan McKenzie
student, has returned to Princeton for
the winter term.  His report appears in
this number and will show that his lab-
ours were fully appreciated by the Earl-
town people, and we believe they look
forward to his scttlement over them as
their pastor after the completion of his
studics at college.



