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f ABSCISSION.

13y FRZANCIs E. li(Y)

(Continued from jte52,

This dependence uipon external conditions is frequeitntlv-
illustrated lw: the behiax-jour of plants in teniperate andi boreal
re,,ions. The 'veather cond(itionls about Montreal during Oct ol er
and Noveniber of the vear just past (1.3) ivert' peculiar, ani
they were reflected Ii the lceha\viour of shruls and trees. Many
of theim began to push out their spring tlower bui<s, and in sonie
instances H<raga partall\- opened their tlowvers. Mlille the
tisualiy p rompt ilsappe)(araie of foliage in mnan «\ trces and
shrul s xvas inueh delaved. T he poplars xvere especi allv nlotiCe-
ab le, retaining their leaves even in expose1 situations so t hat
manv %vere retained far into Noveini er, while a few stili remlain
at tihe present w-riting. A1mpeIop'siS 1,-'hh ii %vas also, note-
worthiv in this respect, thu condlitions hax-îng leen such t hat,
in somne cases, a full haif or more of the leaf coin;dement stili
remains aciherent, though (Ir-\ and dead (Feltruar\v, P)(14).
1 exanîined these plants and] found that tht j'rocess of ai scission
had i e-en started, but had bee,(n prvne froni tom1 etion.,
Purhaps. hax-.ing I eer dtiaved Iiv t he uinusuial prolongation of
wvarm %ýveatliher, thle ai scission wvas ovrtkn a sudden change
ani stopped 1wv killin., the eas.where-as, normallv, the
ai scission waouid have heeni compîletud beforc such inte*rvent iion.
It is pcossible that an examninai ion of such trees as the black-j« ack
oak, which often fails to shed its leaves. would throw lighit on
this ha] it . A red beech, planted on the campdus ofMei1
tUnix-ersitv, constantl\v retains lis Icaves, ibut those epcal
on the shorter lateral shoots. At-cording to miv late <olleague,
Professor Ackthis Ircv shows each vcar an increasin-

Tonfound that the nirecotlavcs of II:ramiclis differedl
fromn thli norma:uIi cadilcous in lhaving i) nco mpleith ascission Ilîchali Il
or it is noi even lit îateil.
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