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ing back to the few years during which the Jour-
nal has been in existonce, one cannot holp being
struck with the freshness and value of the infor-
mation which it has conveyed. Every new fact
or practice connectad with agriculture and includ-
ad in the scupe of the society’s objects, has found
therein a ready medium of publicity.  The state
of cultivation in each country, and the capabili-
ties of the soil, have been caretully described,
experiments have been minutely detuiled, and
the peculiar systems of widely separated disuicts,
and even countries, recorded for the common
benefit and instruction of all. The catch-water
weadows of Devounshire, the warp lands of the
Trent, the great level of the Fens, drained by
wind-mills and steam-engines, are, perhaps,
among the most remarkable developments of
English agriculture; and it is reassuring, iu
times of distrust like those which we have lately
passed through, to have the attention directed to
results which, through many difficulties, and pur-
sued during a long course of years, enterprize
and energy have achieved.

The empioyment of a consulting chymist by
the society adds greatly to the usefulness and
dignity of its labour ; for, however the ignorant
may deride the still obscure teachings of
chymical knowledge, a time will come, and is
alieady foreshadowed, when the laboratory will
form an usual appurtenunze of the farm, and
when scientific analysis and experiment shall
supersede the ruie of thumb, by which our
tislds have been cultivated and our food suppli-
ed. The society has felt and still feels all this.
Besides those elaborate investigations into the
qualities of manures and of svils to which we
have already adverted, and which have yield-
«{ practical results of the highest value, many
examplesmay be fiundin therecordsof the socie-
ty’s proceedings of the unexpected aids which
chymistry affords. We may quote as an instance
thetreatment of flax straw as a substance adapted

for manufacture ; buat the most remarkabl:: proof
of the interest felt in this department, zmS the
large expectations entertained from it, is the
annotncement made a few days aga that th:
Seciety would confer a piize of £1,000 for the ¢
liscovery of an artificial manure as fertihizing as ;
Peruvian %uano, and capable of being sold at £5

|

perton. Such a discovery is not deemed im-
possible, and yet the effect of it would be an
average increase of production which Mr, Hud- !
son, of Castleaer:, told the Earl of Derby recently, |
would be more than equal to any protective duty |
the Government couid place upon corn.

The town meetings of the council, and the
lectures which are read and the discussions ‘
which arire therein, form a prominent feature of |
tie Society’s means of action. The subjects
treated usually possess the interest of novelty, or
of circumstances which have arisen to fix atten-
lion upon them. Here the business of thesociety |
= chiefly conducted by the most active andi
¢nterprising landowners and farmers, their con- )
nuance in the council being. made dependent,

to a large extent, upon the punctuality with
which they attend the proceedings. So far the
result is satisfuctory, and the working of the
society cfficient; but it is a necessary conse-
quence of the present constitut'oa of the council,
tnat its mwembers have facilities for remnaining
in eoflice to a degree incompatible with that
churacter for freshuess and vigour which should
mark the governiug bodies of voluntary associa-
tions like this. Let an impression ouce gt
abroad that the alfairs of such anassociation have
fallen into the hands of a chque, and fareweil to
its usefulness. The Royal Agricultural Society
has been more open to this charge than it is at
present, and, we believe, perceives its own dan-
ger with regard toit.  The ordinary meetings of
the councils at Hanover-square necessarily com-
mand no great variety in the attendance ; but
means mizht be adopted, by th: formation of
committees from the general budy of members
on special subjects, or by a union with the local
societies, similuarto that which has receutly been
organized by the Society of Arts, for giving all
patts of the country a practical share in the
operations of the society, and thus enlisting them
by their own scrvices in the cause of agricultural
progress. A few of the leading farmers of Eng-
land are active members of the society ; but the
great majority still regard it as a landlord’s in-
stitution, given over to an amateur spirit of im-
pravement, and comparatively regardless of
those economical considerations from which prac-
tical men canunot afford to have their attention
diverted. This we believe to be a narrow-
minded view of the objects of the society, but as
long as it exists a great barrier of opiuion and
feeling is presented to its usefulness. Such facts
do net escape observation, as the large proportion
of members in the council who come from the
very county in which the present year’s meeting
is held.

Looking at the implement-yard as a whole,
one cannot help being impressed with the enor-
monsaidsheld out therein to practicalagriculture.
Thirteen years of experience have exercised a
most <alutary influrnce on the description of
machines brouaht lorward, and, whereas former-
ly there was much useless rubbish, now the
practical requirements of the farm are taken as
the true guides of invention. Perhaps no more
remarkable evidence can be afforded of this than
the case of reaping machiues, of which no less
than seveuteen specimens are exhibited, the
best makers being competitors. From among
them, Me. sts. Garrett and Son bave deservedly
borne away the palm, not ouly by their

! selnction of {Iussey’s machine, demoustrating its

superiority over that of M‘Cormick, which rain-
ed the council medal at the Great Eahibition
last year, but introdueing a very simple improve-
ment in the construction of the scissor-like
kuives, which is thus described in thie cata-
Ogue S

« In the muchines brought over from America
the cuttets were bevilled on both sides, similas



