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the mixrderer ? True we read-" It belioved hirm to, suffier for the sins
of the people," &o. But these sayings refer to the act not to the mode
of suffering. St. Peter inakes the distinction--" Hlm being dclivered by
the deterininato counsel and foreknowledgc of God, -c have taken, and by
wieccd 7ands have crueified and slain"-Actis ii. 23. Truc there was
also a neces-sity arising frein -prophecy as to the mode of bis suffer-Ligs,
-but prophecy is not decrce-forcknowledge is not fore-appointineuts
the one comorhends-thie other foresees and declares. If Christ bad
died in the garden, the atonement had been aq perfect, as by his dying on
the cross. But this arrested the public aiid, callcd gecral attention te,
the fact itself, its aecompanying and succecding circumbtances, and prepar-
ed the world for the doctrine of his death.

2. -Ris death, was s7amefitJ, and aloîizitt. CrucifiKion vas only ini-
fiicted on slaves, and the vilest criminals. Thiat it vas se ini the mind of
the Jews-see their own law. £'Curscd is every one that hangpth on a
tree"-Gal iii. M3. WVhat it was in the mind of the Romnans-sec
Cicero's oration against Verres. It was also painful, scourging, crucifixion.
'Twas thus your Saviour died. Reflect upon it-it will do you good.
Mark ecd stage. Great as iras bis physical anguish-his miental was
stili greater. 'Tis truc, darkness is over the sceno. WVe are not perniitted
te, investigato the subjeet. Nor could we citiier fathom its depths or bear
the sight. Yet enougli is mauifested, to excite our awe, toucli our syxu-
pathies, and call forth our love. We know twas tlichour o? onfliet with
Satan, thc hour of " the power o? darkness," tho tihue of the hiffing of
the Jatbier's faice. Bitter iras thc cup-his humanity trembled.

3. Ris death ias voluntary. Not by constraint, ivillingly your Saviour
died. Truc, while on flic earth, ho referred bis Mission te the will
and appointaient of tic Father--John ix, 4. But bis obedience vras not
servile but filial. He iras 'under no obligation, for hie had, no superior;
iinder ne lair, beeause lie had ne CJreator.

Ris entrance iras voluntary. " Se I corne, in the boolc-s5 &c." lis
continuance iras voluntary. Truc lie- prayed in the gardon for tie re-
moval o? the cap, but bis prayer iras conditional. IIad it been answered,
the cap lad been shivered in his baunds-Mat. xx'vi. 53, 54. We admit
that ho iras scized by an arncd guaid, and -violently led to exceution;
but~ the guard had ne powrer te force bhlm. Sec the effeet of B question.
They bound hlm ivith nails, but the nails had ne powrer. They vere the
antbors o? bis deati intentionally and mnorally, but not rcally se. He
aied not by tic pressure o? h13 sufferingq, but bY an act Of bis mil.- Ho
out lived bis agony insteadl of sinking. The last pang had been feit, Ho
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